RE/PH 473 Holocaust
Winter Interim 2007
Description: This course will examine the history of  antisemitism which leads to the tragic destruction of most of European Jewry in the Holocaust. It involves a critical reflection on the relationship between Christianity and Judaism and the sources of anti-Judaism and modern antisemitism.  The students will look at the Holocaust and the profound questions it raises for Jews, Christians and all peoples as we confront hatred and its political manifestations in genocidal violence. Elie Wiesel, a witness to the horror, speaks to the class through his autobiographical account of the camps, while the students will encounter the many stories and experiences of the Holocaust in the sometimes dark, sometimes hopeful images from those who died and those who survived. This is an interdisciplinary course and satisfies the General Education requirement for such courses.
The disciplinary tools we will use are taken from theology and religious studies, philosophy, political science, and history. 

The entire course is constructed within a historical frame that seeks to trace the development of anti-Semitism in Western culture from pre-Christian times, through the troubled relationship between Christianity and Judaism over the last two millenia, to the invocation of anti-Semitism as a function of race ideology whose logic leads to the Final Solution. Yehuda Bauer’s text is a classic in the field and serves to guide the student through the controversies arising from a variety of historical interpretations of the rich data available throughout Western history. The excerpts from US Holocaust Memorial Council series presents the students with primary documents of the Nazi genocide, and details how race ideology and political pseudo- religion was used to build a totalitarian state. 
Philosophical investigation and discourse invites the student to explore the conceptual development of ideas and constructions of meaning that led to concepts of race, racism, anti-Semitism (as contrasted with anti-Jewish polemic), totalitarianism, modernity, eugenics, prejudice, religious freedom, and provides the student the opportunity to connect their own positions on race and prejudice to this millenial discourse. The student also examines social philosophy and the development of concepts of the sacred, religion and religious experience as they function in community identity. It provides the opportunity for exploration of the symbols and the manipulation of aesthetics in creating meaning prior to rational conceptualization that are at the heart of the communication of truth and propoganda. Donald L. Niewyk in The Holocaust: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation, presents a broad selection of philosophers, sociologists, political scientists, historians, and theologians who discuss the Holocaust from the perspectives of their disciplines, and introduce the student to the broad literature of the Holocaust and the competing interpretations seeking meaning from the inexplicable. Elie Wiesel in his autobiographical text, Night, presents a stunning witness to the darkness and brutality, the persistance of humanity and its loss. He leaves us with profound questions of the meaning of human existence, faith, God, and community, justice and love in  a post-Holocaust world.
Theological methodologies (particularly historical and systematic theology) begin with the experiences of believers, Jews and Christians alike, who confront the mysteries of God-among-us, a God of compassion and love, a God who requires an ethical relationship with all, especially the poor. And yet out of the competition between these faiths, a tragic Christian theological perspective articulated as anti-Jewish polemic and theology of reprobation creates a seemingly intractible rift between the two religions over the meaning of Jesus and the Christ (Messiah). Excerpts from The Holocaust and the Christian World and church documents provide theological reflections on the sin of anti-Semitism and the actions for good or bad that characterize the historical relationship between Judaism and Christianity and the contemporary efforts to overcome that history in light of the Holocaust. Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner in their book, Cries in the Night: Women Who Challenged the Holocaust, present a particularly poignent ray of hope in the stories of women of faith who stood against the evil, prodding their church and their fellow citizens to action on behalf of the Jews even if it meant their own imprisonment. 
Required texts:
Yehuda Bauer, A History of the Holocaust
Michael Phayer, Cries in the Night: Women Who Challenged the Holocaust
Michael Shermer and Alex Grobman, Denying History : Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They Say It?



Excerpts from:
Nostra Aetate and other Catholic Church documents on the issues.

Donald L. Niewyk The Holocaust: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation

The Student will:
*
define the meaning of democide, genocide, and Holocaust;

*
demonstrate an understanding of the nature of hatred and its impact in personal and social policy towards the “other”; 

*
demonstrate an understanding of the history of persecution of the Jews in antiquity, in Christian Medieval Europe, and in the modern period;  

*
compare and contrast the concepts “anti-Jewish polemic” and “anti-semitism”;

*
demonstrate an understanding of the foundations of Nazi anti-semitism and its continuities and discontinuities with Western culture and religion;

*
demonstrate an understanding of the witness of women who challenged the Holocaust;
*
demonstrate an understanding of the Christian community’s response to anti-semitism in the post-Holocaust world, particularly the Catholic Church; 
*
demonstrate an understanding of the methods used by Holocaust deniers and the meaning of their assaults on truth and memory; and
*     compare and contrast philosophical and theological approaches to the issues and meaning of the Holocaust. 
Organizational Themes:

 Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that arise when we look at diviersity and its impact on prejudice and violence, specifically anti-Semitism, holocaust and genocide. Diversity themes, particularly the role of the “other”  are developed in relation to the content of the course as well as in relation to the student/learners who are participants in the course.

Two explicit outcomes  arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist educational characteristics, particularly “Educate for service, justice, and peace,”  as they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their own personal philosophy and practice.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding and deepening appreciation for the diversity of theories and experiences that are at the origins of anti-Semitism and the Holocaust, and discuss the impact of ethnic and religious diversity on the study of hatred and prejudice during this course. 

Evaluation:
Readings and Participation: Each student is responsible for completing the assigned readings in the course, and participating in the discussions based on those readings. Attendence will be taken and students who miss more than two classes may lose a letter grade in the final grading process. 
Journal: The student is required to write and submit a journal recording reflections on readings and themes developed from class discussions and films. It will include reflections up to December 23, and must be submitted by December 27.
  
The journal is to be double-spaced, typewritten, well edited, with appropriate footnotes (or end notes) and bibliography, with title page.  Use an appropriate style consistently throughout the paper. Use your copy of the Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers as a guide to appropriate reference notes.
	Journal minimum entries for grade level

	Number of Articles covered 15
Number of Films: 7
	D
	C
	B
	A

	Third Installment


	4 readings
1 film
D: Schindler’s List is required 
	5 readings
2 films
Schindler’s List is the third film
	8 readings
3 films
Schindler’s List is the fourth film
	10 readings
4 films
Schindler’s List is the fifth film 



Criteria for grading journals: a "C" journal will correctly answer the reading guide questions on the content of the articles covered, presented in typewritten form without spelling errors; a "B" journal will synthesize the articles with the personal perspectives of the writer, and present the journal in typewritten form without spelling errors and include a Table of Contents; an "A" journal will include all of the previous requirements. “A” journals  also show excellent production values and come with a complete bibliography of articles included in the journal. 
An "entry" refers to specific material assigned and/or discussed during class time or read in preparation for class discussions, as well films, videos, or other relevant materials. 

It is presumed that the journal will be well edited as part of the minimum grade. Journals will constitute 50% of the overall grade. 

Seminar Presentations: Students will participate in small group presentations of assigned reading and small group discussions on assigned readings.  Seminar participation will constitute approximately 30% of the overall grade, with 20% being the presentations and 10% being counted for general participation.
 Essays and Final Essay exam: Essay exam questions will be developed from the objectives of the course for the Final Exam. The Essays and the Final Exam will constitute approximately 20% of the overall grade, and they will include a final entry exploring the relationship between the Marianist characteristic of teaching for social justice and peace, the issues of diversity and prejudice, and the meaning of the Holocaust for yourself in particular and humanity in general.
Grade Calculation:
Attendance: more than two unexcused absences may result in one grade reduction at the discretion of the instructor. Excessive absences may result in failure of the course. See your Student Handbook for more information on the University’s attendance policy.
Journal:

 
50%

500 points total
Presentations:


20%

200 points total

Essays and Final Exam:

20%

200 points 

Participation:


10%

100 points

 (may include in class writing and discussions)

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
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Schedule of Classes





David Coleman, Ph.D.
Winter Interim 2007
Office: Henry 206
 
Office Hours:  by appointment
Phone: 735 4826 (please leave a message on the voice mail); 735-4827 to speak with my assistant.
Day 1 
December 16: Introduction 

Lectures (1, 2): 
The nature of prejudice




Anti-Semitism

Required Readings (1, 2, 3, 4, 5): Bauer, “Who are the Jews?”; “Liberalism, Emancipation, and Antisemitism” (Bauer, 15-60)  Shermer and Grobman, “Who Speaks for the Past,” “Giving the Devil His Due,” and “The Noble Dream” (Shermer and Grobman, 1 – 35)

Essay film: “Survive

Writing Assignment due on August 31: Compare and contrast the arguments offered by Bruno Bettleheim, “Helpless Victims,” Terrence Des Pres, “The Will to Survive,” (both in your handout from The Holocaust, edited by Donald L. Niewyk, pages 108-118) and the film “Survive.” Which of the arguments as to how one survives in the concentration camp seems most plausible to you? 
Film (1): Longest Hatred

Day 2 
December 18: Anti-Semitism: Origins and Development

Lecture (3) : Antisemitism: Origins and Development

Required Readings: (6 – 10): Shermer and Grobman, “Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened? (Sherman and Grobman, 39-74); Rummel, “Democide” (11-30) Bauer, “World War I and Its Aftermath,” “The Weimar Republic,” and “The Evolution of Nazi Jewish Policy, 1933-1938” (Bauer, 61- 120)
Film (3): The Crucible of Europe
Day 3: 
December 20: Views into the Holocaust: The Holocaust in Film

Required readings (11-12): Shermer and Grobman, “Why They Say the Holocaust Never Happened,” and “How Deniers Deny History” (Shermer and Grobman, 75-119)
Film (4): “Schindler’s List”
Please find two reviews of the film and bring to class a two page reaction paper to the reviewers comments, based on your viewing experience. Include a bibliography of the review articles. Attach the articles to your essay. 
Rough draft: submit drafts by email by December 24; Final Review with articles attached are included in your journal.
Go to http://library.chaminade.edu   Search the periodical databases by topic and you will be able to find a list for Religion and Philosophy that looks like the one below.

Use the data base: Academic Search Premier below and enter Schindler’s List  and find two articles/reviews about the film that you want to share with the class on October 30. 

Religion and Philosophy
(Choose more than one Religion and Philosophy EBSCO database) 

Academic Search Premier (EBSCO) 
Scholarly, multi-disciplinary, full text database. Full text for 3,393 scholarly publications for nearly all academic areas of study - including social sciences, humanities, education, computer sciences, engineering, physics, chemistry, language and linguistics, arts and literature, medical sciences, ethnic studies, etc.

ATLA Religion Database (EBSCO) 
Provides information on topics such as biblical studies, world religions, church history, and religion in social issues. It includes more than 350,000 article citations from 1,400 journals, 150,000 essays, 14,000 multi-volume works and nearly 350,000 book review citations. It links to 208 full text journals via Academic Search Premier. Most coverage spans from 1949 to the present. 

Religion and Philosophy Collection (EBSCO)
Covers topics such as world religions, major denominations, biblical studies, religious history, epistemology, political philosophy, philosophy of language, moral philosophy and the history of philosophy. More than 280 full text journals. 

Back to Top 
Day 4 
December 22: Views into the Holocaust: Poland and the Ghettos

Required Readings (13 - 14):

Bauer, “Poland-The Siege Begins,” and “Life in the Ghettos,” 147 – 208
Film (2): The Cross and the Star

Film (5): The Occult History of the Third Reich: The Enigma of the Swastika

Day 5 
December 23: Views into the Holocaust: The Final Solution
Required reading (15): Bauer, “The Final Solution”
Film (7): Conspiracy

Film (6): Heritage, Civilization and the Jews: “Out of the Ashes”
End of Journal Entries. Journal is due December 27

Day 6 
December 27:  Views into the Holocaust: The Final Solution
Required reading (8):  Shermer and Grobman, “The Crooked Timber of Auschwitz” (Shermer and Grobman, 123-172)

Film: Nazi Designers of Death
Film: Nazi Medicine
Day 7
December 29:  Views into the Holocaust: The Final Solution
Required reading: Shermer and Grobman, “ For God’s Sake – Terrible” and “The Banality of Evil” (Shermer and Grobman, 173 -197; 199 - 227)
Film: Occult History of the Third Reich: SS

Film: Memories of the Camps; and The Trial of Eichman
Day 8 
January 3: Women who challenged the Nazis and the Church

Required Readings (4, 5, 6): Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “The Innocent Eyes of Children,” “A Nazi Foe and Catholic Agitator,” “Margit Slachta’s Effort to Rescue Central European Jews, 1939-1945,” “I Will Not Be a Bystander” (Phayer and Fleishner, 1-86)
Film: LE CHAMBON La colline aux mille enfants
Day 9 
January 5: Women who challenged the Nazis and the Church

Required Readings (7, 8, 9, 10, 11): Michael Phayer and Eva Fleischner, “Marie-Rose Gineste: The Woman With a Bicycle,” “Germain Bocquet: The Woman Who Hid Jules Isaac,” “A Prophetess of Penance and Renewal,”  “The Women Who Cared: Did They Make a Difference?” (Phayer and Fleishner, 87-143)
Film: Eli Wiesel  
Day 10 
January 6: Judaism and Christianity in Post-Holocaust World and Final Exam
From Bauer, A History of the Holocaust: “The Last Years of the Holocaust, 1943-1945,” “Aftermath and Revival” (Bauer, 332-382)

Handout in class: National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Catholics Remember the Holocaust
Shermer and Grobman, “The Rape of History,” and “Epilogue” (Shermer and Grobman, 231-259)


Film: John Paul II, The Millennial Pope (excerpt)
Extra Credit opportunities

Views into the Holocaust: Night Please complete your reading of the book before class. 


Some links to explore:

http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/wie0bio-1
http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/wie0int-1
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/gallery/Einsatz.htm
http://www.mtsu.edu/~baustin/einsatz.html
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/timeline/camps.htm
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