
RE/ENV 331 Environmental Ethics

Spring Day 2007
Description: Examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic and Asian ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies. Fulfills interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

Required Texts:

Cooper, David E. and Simon P. James. Buddhism, Virtue and Environment. Burlington, Vermont: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2005.
Hart, John. What Are They Saying About Environmental Theology? New York: Paulist Press, 2004.
Easton, Thomas A. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Environmental Issues.  12th Edition. (new edition) Dubuque, Iowa: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2007.

Readings:

Boylan, Michael. “Four Traditional Ethical Theories.” Chapter in Environmental Ethics. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 
Leopold, Aldo. “The Land Ethic.” In Michael Boylan, Environmental Ethics. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001, 41-48.

Naess, Arne. “The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement: A Summary.” In Michael Boylan, Environmental Ethics. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001, 49-53.

Devall, Bill and George Sessions. “Deep Ecology.” In Michael Boylan, Environmental Ethics. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001, 54-61.

Recommended Reading:

Gudorf, Christine E. and James E. Huchingson. Boundaries: A Casebook in Environmental Ethics. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2003.

Student Learning Outcomes (Program Learning Outcome [PLO] Links)

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic environmental theology, its historical development and views on ecology, environmental ethics and ecological spirituality, referencing broader Christian and human traditions. (PLO 1.b)

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of the application of values found in the religious traditions under study with regard to real world situations of environmental need and service to the planetary life systems. (PLO 2.b)

· The student will demonstrate an awareness of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions as they try to live responsibly within this region’s fragile ecological systems. (PLO 3.a; Service Learning Objective)

· The student will demonstrate how religions and cultures interact with each other, affecting values, beliefs and creative responses to the contemporary ecological crises. (PLO 3.b)

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of the distinctive role of the gospel and Catholic Social Thought  in both affirming and challenging cultural ecological values and assumptions. (PLO 3.c; Service Learning Objective)

· The student will demonstrate a critical understanding of and  appreciation for the varied positions of Christianity and other major world religions on environmental ethics and spirituality. (PLO 1.a)

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of the application of Christian faith and imagination to the ecological spirituality. (PLO 1.c)

· The student will demonstrate a reflective engagement with course content so as to encourage personal growth and adaptation in creating new environmentally responsible lifestyles. (PLO 2.a; Service Learning Objective)

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace. (PLO 2.c; Service Learning Objective)

· The student will demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning as seen from the perspectives of ecology and environmental spirituality that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives. (PLO 2.d; Service Learning Objective)

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of morality and ethics, the methods of moral decision making, and the specific applications of environmental ethics and spirituality. (PLO 2.e)

Students will also:

· demonstrate an understanding of the scientific foundations for ecology and environmental studies;

· analyze and demonstrate an understanding of the state of the environmental crisis;

· demonstrate a personal commitment to life-enhancing action;and
· demonstrate an understanding of the potentials for religious traditions to contribute to the solutions for the moral dilemmas created by the contemporary environmental crisis.
Organizational Themes:

 Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that are associated with theory and practice of criminology and criminal justice within diverse, multi-ethnic and multi-religious communities.

Two explicit objectives arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will incorporate into their presentations and final project an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their personal philosophy and practice within the field of environmental studies and ethics. See the Characteristics of Marianist Universities at http://intra.chaminade.edu/admin/CMU.pdf
2. The Final exam contains one question on the Marianist educational characteristics and one question on the meaning and effects of diversity in the theory and practice of environmental stewardship. 
Evaluation:

· Readings: In order to participate each student/learner must be prepared to discuss the reading in advance of the class. Readings are assigned in the class syllabus. I will expect that you have read the specific materials and I will be adding new material with their lecture/discussions.

· Class attendance: Attendance will be taken. Class lectures, small group discussions, video materials and various other activities will occur during class time so your presence is required. There is also a federal law requirement that I take attendance for those who have accepted federal money for education, so I count everybody.

· You are responsible for insuring that your presence at a class is noted, particularly if you are late.

· Because we meet once a week, I expect that you will attend all the sessions. Please inform me for any planned absences. If you miss two classes without an appropriate reason (sickness, emergencies, and such), your grade may be lowered by one or more letter grade. You will be required to complete make-up work for any classes you miss.
1. Class project: Students are required to complete a class project. The final project is due April 16, 2007.

· Look around your community and identify an environmental problem. 
· Description: Carefully describe what you see and what you can find out about the problem in local resources. 
· Social Analysis: what institutions and cultural/religious/economic assumptions about the environment and natural/human community got us into this problem. How and why did (or do) they contribute to this problem? 
· Values Critique: apply two forms of critique to this problem: scientific assessment of the problem; and values assessment based in a religious worldview. (This might mean using recent advances in theological and philosophical thinking from the specific tradition to criticize its earlier understanding of nature and the human person’s place within nature.) 
· Action Plan: Develop an action plan that focuses on immediate solutions and develop an educational plan for long term cultural and ethical change that will address the recurrence of the kind of problem you are describing. 

· This will be a medium length paper (8-10 typewritten pages). You will be expected to have a minimum of six sources other than your texts. 

· Use the Scott Foresman Handbook for Writing (or other approved style book) for appropriate styles of referencing: all quoted materials require an appropriate footnote. Substantial rephrasing and recounting of arguments in your paper require an appropriate attribution of the original author.

2. Journal Essays: There are five journal assignments: you must write a minimum of two pages on each of the readings. (See Syllabus for dates)
· The journal essays are to be double-spaced, typewritten, well edited, with appropriate footnotes (or end notes) and bibliography.  Use an appropriate style consistently throughout the essays. Use your copy of the Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers as a guide to appropriate reference notes.They are meant to be ready for discussion in class.
· Criteria for grading journal essays: 
· a "C" essay will summarize the major points of the readings and it is presented in typewritten form without spelling errors and is likely the minimum of two pages; 
· a "B" essay will synthesize the readings with the personal perspectives of the writer and show relationships between readings, comparing and contrasting the readings and their content, and it is well presented and is likely three to four pages; 
· an “A” essay does all of the above and integrates the readings and the films with the lectures, giving complete coverage to the content of the course. “A” papers show initiative in finding other resources to supplement the course required readings and they are likely three to four pages (or more) in length. 
It is presumed that the journal essays will be well edited as part of the minimum grade. Journal essays will constitute 20% of the overall grade. 
3. Student Presentations/Debates: You will be grouped with other students for debates based on the materials in Easton, Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Environmental Issues.  
· Criteria for evaluation: 
· Coverage of Issue and Perspective presented in the reading (50%)
· Success in Arguing the perspective of the side you are assigned to defend (20%)
· Materials prepared for audience (informational handouts and other helpful materials for reviewing content and issues (20%)
· Personal appearance and poise in delivery of presentations and participation in the debate (10%)
4. Exams: Two Exams will be given. Questions developed from readings, lectures, and class disussions
Grade Calculation:

Exams:


200 points

20%

100 points each exam
Journal Essays: 
250 points

25%

  50 points each essay
Baraka Essay

50 points

  5%

Final Project

200 points

20%

Presentations

300 points

30%

   60 points each presentation
See attendance policy for consequences of unexcused absences. The Student has the responsibility to inform the instructor of the circumstance which may excuse an absence.

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
SYLLABUS: Environmental Ethics

Spring Day 2007
Dr. David Coleman, PhD   
Henry Hall 206

office  phone: 735-4826

email: dcoleman@chaminade.edu

	Day
	Topic
	Readings
	Comments

	Day One

January 22
	Course Introduction 
Baraka [videorecording] / a Mark Magidson production ; directed and photographed by Ron Fricke ; produced by Mark Magidson ; original treatment written by Genevieve Nicholas, Constantine Nicholas, Ron Fricke ; concept and scenario, Ron Fricke, Mark Magidson, Bob Green ,Fricke, Ron. drt.

	”
	Assignment: please turn in a reflection essay on the film “Baraka” that takes as its theme, the “blessing” or “breath” of life, and the interconnectedness between the earth, all beings, and humans. 
You must email the reflection to me using your Chaminade University email account by Thursday, January 25 . (first.last@student.chaminade.edu)



	Day Two
January 29
	Environmental Philosophy
Buddhism, Virtue and Environment

Film: Rivers of Destiny
Lecture: Introduction to Ethics
	Michael Boylan, “Four Traditional Ethical Theories 
Cooper, 1-34


	Journal Essay Due at class.
Using the readings at left, prepare a Journal Essay that discusses the four traditional ethical theories, why Cooper believes environmental ethics is best thought of as a form of “virtue ethics,” and how environmentalism has neglected virtue.
Lecture: Introduction to Ethics
Lecture: Theory in Environmental Ethics

	Day Three

February 5

	Environmental Philosophy
Film: Urban Explosion

Lecture: Virtue and  Environmental Ethics
	Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic” 
Arne Naess, “The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement: A Summary”

Devall and Sessions, “Deep Ecology”

	Lecture: Morality: Environmental Ethics as Virtue 

Journal Essay Due at class.
 Using the readings at left, prepare a Journal Essay on the worldview arguments for environmentalism.

	Day
	Topic
	Readings
	Comments

	Day Four

February 12
	Environmental Science and Ethics

Dr. Gail Grabowsky
	
	

	February 19
	Presidents’ Day  Holiday
	
	NO CLASS

	Day Five

February 26
	Environmental Theology 

Student Presentations: 

Group One: 1-19

Group Two: 20-33

Group Three: 34-52
	Hart 1-58

Easton 1-52


	Journal Essay Due at class 

Using the Hart reading, prepare a Journal essay that discusses the sacramental worldview and the theological understanding of stewardship, community, creation and the common good.

	Day Six

March 5
	Environmental Theology

Student Presentations:

Group One: 53-69

Group Two: 70-91

Group Three: 92-106

Group Four: 108-132


	Hart 59-99

Easton 53-132
	Journal Essay is due at class 
Using the Hart reading, compare and contrast the development and forms of environmental consciousness within the church in the North and South

	Day Seven 

March 12


	Environmental Theology

Student Presentations:

Group One: 133-151

Group Two: 152-169

Group Three: 170-189

Group Four: 208-232
	Hart 100-142

Easton 133-189
	Journal Essay is due at class 
Using the Hart reading, discuss the most significant developments in Catholic environmental thought and at least three examples of how faith based initiatives are responding to the ecological crisis.


	Day Eight

March 19


	Film: Excerpt from “An Inconvenient Truth”


	
	Exam One: Environmental Theology



	March 26
	Spring Break Begins
	
	NO CLASS

	Day Nine

April 2
	Student Presentations

Group One: 233-247

Group Two: 248-259

Group Three: 260-278

Film: Hot Zones
	Easton, 233-278
	

	Day Ten 

April 9
	Student Presentations

Group One: 279-301

Group Two: 302-318

Group Three: 319-330

Group Four: 331-349

Film: Land of Plenty
	Easton, 279-349
	

	Day Eleven

April 16
	Buddhism: Ethics and Virtue

Film: Seas of Grass
	Cooper, 35-105
	Final Environmental Issue Paper Due in class

	Day Twelve

April 23
	Buddhism, Virtue and the Environment 

Film: Earth on the Brink
	Cooper, 106-149
	

	Day Thirteen

April 30
	Presentation of Final Projects
	
	Each student will present a summary of their project and findings.

	Week Fourteen
	May 7 -11 Final Exam
	
	Exam Two: Buddhism Ethics and Virtue 

Final Exam Date To Be Determined


	Title: 
	Journey to planet earth [videorecording] / a film by Marilyn & Hal Weiner ; producer, Marilyn Weiner, director/writer, Hal Weiner ; a Screenscope Production in association with South Carolina ETV. 

	Edition: 
	International version. 

	Publication info: 
	[London] : TVF ; Hong Kong : MediaMatters [distributor] ; c1999. 

	Physical description: 
	6 videodiscs. (57 min. each) : sd., col. with b&w sequences ; 4 3/4 in. 

	Contents: 
	Ep. 1. Rivers of destiny -- Ep. 2. The urban explosion -- Ep. 3. Land of plenty, land of want. -- Ep. 4. Seas of Grass -- Ep. 5. On the Brink -- Ep. 6. Hot Zones. 

	Performer: 
	Narrator, Kelly McGillis. 

	Abstract: 
	This series program makes environmental issues understandable, accessible and personal. Each episode examines a specific ecological problem from multiple viewpoints (scientific, economic, political and historical), as well as efforts by different communities to address the problems. 


	Title: 
	Baraka [videorecording] / a Mark Magidson production ; directed and photographed by Ron Fricke ; produced by Mark Magidson ; original treatment written by Genevieve Nicholas, Constantine Nicholas, Ron Fricke ; concept and scenario, Ron Fricke, Mark Magidson, Bob Green. 

	Edition: 
	Special collector's ed.; widescreen anamorphic version. 

	Publication info: 
	[Oak Forest, IL] : MPI Home Video, 2001. 

	Physical description: 
	1 videodisc (104 min.) : sd., col. ; 4 3/4 in. 

	Abstract: 
	A world wide odyssey to capture the images which transcend language to tell the story of the earth's evolution and of human diversity, interconnectedness between humans and nature, and man's impact on the surrounding world. Shot in 24 countries on six continents. 

	Audience: 
	Not rated. 

	Subject: 
	Human beings--Influence on nature. 

	Subject: 
	Human geography Pictorial works. 

	Subject: 
	Human ecology Pictorial works. 


David Coleman, PhD


Office: 735-4826


Email: dcoleman@chaminade.edu





Guest and co-instructor: 


Dr. Gail Grabowsky











PAGE  
1

