


   ETHICS 
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course


PH 105

Day/Time/Place:

MWF  1-1:50  H 104

Instructor:


Dr. Lilia Castle

Office Hours:


F 8-12 (or by an appointment)

Phone:


739-4628 (office)

e-mail                                lcastle@chaminade.edu
Course Description (catalog): 

The study of the concepts of good and bad, right and wrong has a long history. This course will study the origins and legitimacy of our standards of conduct and character and will discuss modern studies which consider the compelling and unconditional overtones of ethical demands. The course will discuss the ways in which we talk to children and young people about what is right and wrong. 

The historical focus lies on Greek Antiquity, Medieval and Kantian ethics. The course provides also regular exercises designed to give students the opportunity to reflect upon controversial issues in ethics through the case studies and discussion. 
Teaching Goal:

Upon accomplishing of this course students should be familier with general issues of philosophical ethics both from a historical and systematic point of view. Students will explore the scope of ethical questions and the main arguments and strategies of major ethical approaches. They will also become acquainted with the psychological foundations of moral reasoning from a philosophical point of view. 

Course Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course students will demonstrate 


1.
An understanding of the significance of moral issues and an ability to define the place of Ethics in the Humanities 

2. Knowledge of the major Ethical theories and the key terms of Ethics.

3. Understanding of the relationship between virtue and knowledge.

4. Understanding of the relationship between metaphysics and ethics.

5. Understanding and ability to apply of the basic principles, rules or guidelines to moral issues.

6. An ability to show how basic principles are used to deal with the specific moral problems (suicide, terrorism, capital punishment, sex, adultery, abortion, euthanasia, sexual discrimination) and knowledge of the arguments for and against these issues.

.

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The main idea of this class, which coincides with Marianist philosophy, is that the sense of man’s life is in his search for God.  There is no ethical theme or idea that wouldn’t be linked in one or another way with this main idea.  Students will learn from many philosophical, literary and life examples that faith is the main impulse for man’s moral life and the logical condition of his conscience and that faith and virtue are inseparable.

Course Requirements:
Exams and test: There will be mid-term and final exams.
Students will also write short analytical essays on various topics, make presentations and participate in class discussions.

The creative project is an individual or group performance on any literary example, which contains a moral message (not more than 10 minutes).

Select one of the two options: service-learning or final exam
Option A: Service Learning –Paper and Journal

· Contact Candice Sacuda for a service-learning project.

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum pf 15 hours. You may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each day’s service students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log.
· Students have to meet the instructor at least once during the term.

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 4-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service-learning activity

Option B: Final Exam
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. 

Course Grading:

Students will take a mid-term and final essay exams on the dates scheduled. Exams and all other activities will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

Mid-term exam –   20%

Final exam-
        20%

Creative project-   10%





Class discussions-25%
Essays, tests-        20%
Presentation ……….5%
90-100
A



80-89

B



70-79

C







                        60-69

D



Below 60        F                  

Required Course Text:

Great Traditions in Ethics, by T.C. Denis, N.P. White, S. P. Peterfreund

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 

· How ought we to live? – An Introduction to Philosophical Ethics 

· The origin and the nature of morality; moral facts, and moral knowledge.
· Morality and natural rights. 

· Morality and tradition.

Class assignment: Essay #1 
Homework: Ch.1; Handouts

Week 2
· Moral motivation; Why to be moral? 

· Ethical Theories.

· Evolutionary theory: the main representatives, ideas and approaches.

· Reciprocal Altruism and Cooperative egoism.

Class assignment: Case discussion 1.
Homework: Ch. 1, Handouts
Week 3 

· Ancient Ethics. 

· Plato on Knowledge and Virtue.

· Plato’s dialogue Gorgias
Class Assignment: 
Discussion:

· What is the connection between knowledge and moral conduct in Plato’s moral theory?
· Case discussion 2
Homework: Ch.2, Hanbdouts; Answer the questions ##2,3,5,6 on p.20 in Great Traditions

Week 4
· Plato’s Dialogues Gorgias and Republic .

· The idea of Good.The psychological theory underlining Plato’s ethics.
Class assignment: 

Discussion on moral virtue and the ways to the Ultimate Knowledge;

Case discussion 3

Homework: Ch.2 answer the questions 7,8, on p.20 in Great Traditions .
Week 5

· Plato’s dialogue Symposium.

· Love as a basis for any ethics. 
. 
Class Assignment: 

Students’ presentations on the main ideas of their term papers.

Homework: Handouts 
Week 6.

Virtue in the context of Greek Philosophy. 

Class assignment:

· Discussion on moral and intellectual virtues;

· Case discussion 4

Homework: Ch.3.Answer the questions1,2,4 on p.35 in  Great Traditions.

Week 7

Plato’s dialogue Laches on courage.

Class assignment:

· Class assignment: discussion on Courage 

· Case discussion 5
Homework: Read Handouts on Laches, or, online: (http://www.greektexts.com/library/Plato/laches,-or-courage/eng/index.html; (http://www.grtbooks.com/exitfram.asp?idx=2&yr=-427&aa=AA&at=AA&ref=plato&URL=http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/laches.html)

Week 8

· Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics" II. 

· Aristotle’s psychological and ethical theories.

Class assignment: Discussion on Happiness; students’ presentations
Homework: Ch.3; answer the questions 3, on  p.35 in  Great Traditions.
MIDTERM EXAM

Week 9

· The ethical theory of Epicurus and the idea of Pleasure
· The letters to Herodotus

· The Principle Doctrines

Class assignment: discussion on Pleasure; students’ presentations.
Homework: Ch.4. Handouts
Week10

Epictetus on Self-Discipline in his Discourses; and Fragments
Class assignment: Case discussion 1

Homework: Ch.5; answer the questions on p.60 in Great Traditions
Week 11

Christian Ethics. Old and New Testament.

Saint Augustine:The City of God
Class assignment: discussion on Free Will

Homework: Ch.6, Handouts
Week 12

Saint Thomas Aquinas: Morality and Natural Law.

Summer Contra Gentiles

Summa Theologica

Class assignment: Case discussion 6
Homework: Ch.7; answer the questions on p.89 in Great Tradition

Week 13
· Social Contract Theories: The Foundations (Kant, Hobbes, Rousseau)

· The Greatest Happiness Principle (John Stuart Mill)

Class assignment: 
· Students’ presentations;
· Case  discussion 7 
Homework assignment: Ch.8,12,13, 

Week 14

· Existentialism

· Philosophy of Soren Kierkegaard.

Class assignment: essay #3; discussion on  ethical and aesthetic choices

Homework: Ch.14
Week 15

· Friedrich Nietzsche: The Transvaluation of Values.

· The Will to Power

· The Genealogy of Morals

· Beyond Good and Evil

Class assignment: discussion on Good and Evil

Homework: Ch.17; 

Week 16 
Intercultural Ethics

Class assignment: Workshop on Cultural Ethics

Home assignment: prepare for group discussion on Intercultural Ethics.
FINAL EXAM – Tuesday; May 8; 10:30-12:30
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