


MEDIEVAL LIFE AND THOUGHT 

Course Syllabus 
Course 


HI-322    
Day/Time/Place    

MWF 10:00-10:50  H 225

Instructor:                          
Dr. Lilia Castle

Office hours:                       MW, 2-4
Phone:                               739-4628

Email                                  lcastle@chaminade.edu
Course description:

The course integrates the perspectives of history and religion into the study of Medieval Europe (ca.500-1500 A.D.). Religious history combines insight into the nature of religious experiences and structures with a proper understanding of their political, economic, and social setting. This course explores the religious ideas, philosophy, economy, culture, literature and other characteristic features of Medieval Europe. 
Classes are supplied with video clips, music, slides, pictures, were appropriate. 

Teaching Goals:

·  to enable students to attain knowledge of Medieval history, philosophy, art and literature; to appreciate the value  of this subject; to enhance students interest in medieval historical readings. 
· to improve students’ general intellectual skills and learning habits which will equip them for further studies and careers; to increase students’ ability to enjoy the life of the mind.
· to identify students whose skills and interest in Medieval history and philosophy would allow them to continue their studies specializing in one of these fields.
This course is linked to the following Program Learning Outcomes:

Program Learning Outcome 1: Upon completion of the course, students will demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity and causality; how to employ chronology to understand change and continuity, as well as cause and effect, in history. 

Course Learning Outcome 1: Students will compare and contrast Medieval History with antiquity and post- medieval Europe. Students will demonstrate knowledge of changes Medieval time brought to European nations; their formation and role in shaping of the map of Europe; their mutual and particular features; the central role of Christianity in the development of their cultures and their transformation and continuation in modern time.
\
Program Learning Outcome 2: Students will demonstrate a sense of historical empathy, learning to judge the past on its own terms rather than applying contemporary standards to it.

Course Learning Outcome 2: Students will demonstrate an understanding of Medieval Time as the first and greatest attempt to build all institutions of the society upon the basic commitments of the Christian faith, a commitment of man to the ultimate values by which he will live and die. 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of medieval culture as the affirmation of human transcendence by giving examples of the embodiment of Christian view in intellectual, scientific, and artistic achievements of medieval time.

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will demonstrate an awareness of perspectives and interpretations, explaining historical events and political developments with multiple views and interpretations, thereby avoiding explanations that point to historical linearity or political inevitability. 

Course Learning Outcome 3: will demonstrate an awareness of different views on the place of Medieval Time in European history, on its subdivision into three major periods (Early, High and Late Middle Ages), and on the characteristic features and the significance of each period. 

Course Learning Outcome 4: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the seminal historical, military and cultural events of Medieval History as well as the major political, religious and literary figures of Medieval time and their evaluation from different perspectives.
Additional course content-based learning outcomes:

Course Learning Outcome 5. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major religious and  philosophical concepts of Medieval thought, such as found in works of Boethius, St. Benedict, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Francis of Assisi, Anselm, St. Thomas Aquinas, Peter Abelard, St. Augustine of Hippo, Maimonides, St. John Damascene, Meister Eckhard.
Course Learning Outcome 6: Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze and give examples of an expression of the religious idea  in Medieval Art. 
Course Learning Outcome 7. Students will demonstrate knowledge of medieval literature, its genres and major representatives, such as Dante Alighieri, Chaucer, Petrarch, Boccacio, Francois Villon.

Course Learning Outcome 8. Students will demonstrate an ability to discuss the characteristic features of medieval church, castle, city, university as well as life of medieval knight, merchant, and scholar
Course Learning Outcome 9. Students will demonstrate skills in clear and orderly presentations and basic research skills;

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The Marianist Tradition is presented in this course through the interpretation of Medieval Culture as built upon Christian Faith which has manifested itself in every aspect of Medieval life and thought.  
Course requirements:

· Reading: students are expected to read carefully all assigned materials and to be well  prepared for the class discussions.
· Examinations: 2 exams will be administered during the term.

· Term paper: students will prepare a 4-5 pages term paper on a topic, discussed with the instructor at the beginning of the semester.


· Presentation: Students will have to do one presentation on the topic of the term paper.
· Students will have to participate in class discussions, write short pop-quizzes, creative writings, and tests in the class.

· Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and for irrelevant conversations during the lecture.

Research paper  

Select one of the two options: service- learning or research paper.

Option A: Service Learning –Paper and Journal

· Contact Candice Sacuda for a service-learning project.

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum pf 15 hours. You may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each day’s service students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log

· Students have to meet the instructor at least once during the term.

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 4-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service-learning activity

Option B: Research Paper

Students will write and submit a paper on the topic selected from the list below.
Requirements:

1. Five Sources - only two (2) of which may be Internet sites - the other three must be articles  or books.

2. 1300 min - 1500 words max. 4 - 5 pages, double spaced, 10 pt. Type

3. Footnotes, Works Cited Page
4. Cover Page - Name, Class, Teacher, Time, Title.

Schedule:

1. Library research. (topic consultation with teacher)

2. Thesis and Outline - typed 
3. First Draft - Peer Draft Evaluation - Editing 
4. Paper (10%). Due date – week 13 (but paper could be turned in at any time before the due date). 
5. Presentation in Class - (5%)
The Areas of Research:

1. Saint Anselm of Canterbury 
2. St. Ambrose

3. St. Augustine of Hippo,

4. St. Bernard of Clairvaux

5. St. Francis of Assisi

6. St. Thomas Aquinas

7. St. Augustine of Hippo

8. Moses Maimonides

9. Meister Eckhard.

10. St. John of Damascus: In Defense Of Icons  

11. Peter Abelard

12. Hermetic Heraldry

13. Galen

14. Gnosticism

15. Roman entertainments

16. Symbolisms of Heraldry

17. Health in Medieval Time: Doctors, Medicine, Diseases, Black Death

18. Witchcraft

19. Taro Cards

20. Medieval Poetry

21. Medieval Letters

22. Famous Medieval Lovers

23. Medieval Music And .Dance

24. Medieval Art

25. Medieval Castle

26. Medieval Weaponry

27. Medieval Games

28. Medieval Medicine

29. Medieval Fashion 

30. Women In Medieval Society

31. Holidays and Celebrations

32. Chivalry

33. Knight Orders 

34. The Legends of the Round Table
Grading: 
90-100      A               Mid-term exam- 20%

                
80-89        B
    
   Final exam-       20%
70-79        C               Presentation –     5%

60-69        D

  Term paper -      10%


             
             Quizzes, tests-   20

             Participation-…. 25%     
Course Text: 

C. Warren Hollister, Medieval Europe, McGram Hill,1998

Additional Reading for Research and Presentations
· Medieval Culture, Ed, by Ruth Brantl, George Braziller, Inc., N.Y.,1966.
· The Medieval Reader, Ed. by Norman F.Cantor, Harper Collins Publishers1994

· Meister Eckhart, Selected Writings, Penguin Books, 1994
· Dante, The Divine Comedy, Tr. by Dorothy L. Sayers, Penguin Books, 1949

· Boccaccio, Giovanni, The Decameron. Garden City Inc.1949

· The Hours of Catharine of Cleves. George Brasiller, N.Y. 1967

· Medieval Philosophy, Ed. By John F.Wippel and Allan B. Wolter. Collier Macmillan Publishers, London, N.Y., 1969

· Oakley, Francis, The Medieval Experience. University of Toronto, 1988.
· The Oxford Illustrated History of Medieval Europe, Ed. By George Holmes, Oxford University Press, 1988

· Cook, William R. and Herzman, Ronald B., The Medieval World View. Oxford University Press, 2004.

· Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades, 1095-1197. Pearson Education , 2002
· Derek Pearsall, Gothic Europe 1200-1450. Pearson Education, 2001

· Daly, L.J. Medieval University, 1200-1400. Sheed and Ward, N.Y, 1961

· Markale, Jean. The Celts. Inner Traditions International, 1978

· Medieval Memories: Men, Women and the Past, 700-1300, Ed. By Elizabeth van Houts, 2001

· Turner, Ralf and Heoser, Richard, The Reign of Richard Lionheart. Pearson Education, 2000
· Ward, Jennifer, Women in medieval Europe, 1200-1500. Pearson Education, 2002

· Marshal William, Knighthood, War and Chivalry, 1147-1219. Pearson Education, 2002

· Le Morte d’Arthur by Thomas Sir Malory, 2003 (see, also, on: http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/mart/index.htm)
· Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe, Ed. By Merry E.Wiesner, Houghton Miflin Company, Boston, 2007
· Le Goff, Jacques The medieval World. Collins and Brown, 1990

· Aberth, John The First Horseman: Disease in Human History, Prentice Hall, New Jersey, ,2007
Course Schedule:
Week 1     
· Introduction to the course: History as a Science.
· The Dynamic of the Development of Civilizations According to Lev Gumilev. 
· The Historical Argument on Periodization of Medieval History.
· The Characteristic Features of Medieval Time 
· The Universe as an Image. 
· The Rediscovery of Man. 

Class assignments: Pre-Test on Day1; Presentation on Roman Entertainment
Homework assignment:Ch.1, Handouts on L.Gumilev
Week 2

· The golden Age of Roman Empire.

· The Splitting of East and West.
· Reasons for the Fall of the Western Empire. 
· A.M.S.Boethius: The Consolation of Philosophy.
Class Assignment: Discussion on Stoicism in Boethius' Consolation:
· Why, according to Philosophy, wealth/power/glory/pleasure is not needed for happiness?

· What is Philosophy's argument to prove that there is a substance which is the Good itself?

· Why does God's providence allow exile and death to be inflicted on the good?

Home Assignment: Ch.1; 2; Handouts on The Consolation of Philosophy ( see also on http://etext.virginia.edu/latin/boethius/boephil.html)

Week 3
 

· Romans and ‘Barbarians’.

· Migration of the Germanic peoples; their life; class, kinship, law. 
· Goths. Langobards. Huns. Attila. Battle on Catalonian fields (Ch.2)                                                                                           
Class Assignment: Reading and discussion of the excerpts from Tacitus’ “Germania”and from Procopius of Caesarea on ‘barbarians’
Homework Assignment: Ch.2; Handouts; read also :
· http://www.smccd.net/accounts/helton/100comparingsources.html
· http://www.shsu.edu/~his_ncp/TacGerm.html
· http://www.mythiccrossroads.com/Wiseman/DECBps.html)
Week 4 

· The beginning of Christianity; 
· Christian monasticism;
· The main ideas of Christianity;

· The Interpreters of Christian Faith. St. John Damascene. Augustine of Hippo; Dionisius Areopagitas. St.Ambrose.

· The Growth of the Christian Church. 
· Christianity and Classical Culture.

· Heresies.


.

Class Assignment: Presentation on St. Ambrose and St. Augustine of Hippo

Homework Assignment: Ch.1, Ch.3; Handouts on Fathers of Church

Week 5          
· The Byzantine Empire: Christianity; Culture; Justinian.

· The Conversion of Kievan Russia; Vladimir the Saint; Primary Chronicles; First Martyrs.
· Russian Icons: Evolution, Theology and Symbolism

Class Assignment: Presentation on Primary Chronicles
Homework Assignment: Ch.3; Handouts on Theology in Color, by E.Trubetskoy; and The Pillar; The Ground of Truth by Fr. P.Florensky and Primary Chronicles; reading from: 
(http://web.ku.edu/~russcult/culture/handouts/chronicle_all.html); 
Week 6           
· The Early Medieval Church   

· Monasticism. St. Benedict and His Rule.



       

· The Conversion of England. 
· The Northumbrian Renaissance
· Monastic Orders : Benedictines; Carthusians; Cistercians; Augustinians; Cluniacs; Trinitarians; Franciscans; Dominicans 

Class Assignment: Presentations on St. Benedict and Monastic 

Orders; Discussion of the Rule of St. Benedict

Homework Assignment: .Ch.4; Handouts; http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1s.html
 Week 7    
· Carolingian Europe. Carolingians. Missions from England. Franco-Papal Alliance.

· Charlemagne. 

· Song of Roland.

· The Vikings: Society and Economy 

Class Assignment:
· Reading and discussion of the excerpts from The Song of Roland;

· Presentation on Walafrid Strabo;
· Presentation on Vikings

· Homework Assignment: Ch.6,7; Handouts  on Song of Roland (see also on http://omacl.org/Roland/)
Midterm
Week 8  

·  Islam. Islamic Culture. 

· Averroes' Tahafut al-Tahafut
Class Assignment:  1. Discussion: What were the main philosophical disagreements between Christians and Muslim philosophers?   

Homework Assignment:Ch.5; Handouts; read about the ideas of Averroes on  http://evans-experientialism.freewebspace.com/averroes01.htm


Week 9 

· Towns and Commerce. 
· Medieval London. 
· The Landholding Aristocracy.

· Medieval castle.

Class Assignment: Discussion on The Life of the City
Homework Assignment: Ch.9
,
      
Week 10

· The Warrior and the Knight.

· Symbolisms of Heraldry. 

· Knight Orders: Templars, Hospitaliers, Albigensians.

· King Arthur. 

· Crusaders. Richard the Lionheart
Class Assignment: Presentations on Knight Orders; The Reflection of the Knighthood in Literature (readings; discussion)

Homework Assignment: Ch.10; Handouts

Week 11 
Medieval Philosophers and Mystics: 

· Iohannes Scotus Eriugena, 
· St. Anselm, 
· Peter Abelard,
· St. Thomas Aquinas, 
· St. Bonaventura,
· Roger Bacon,
· William Occam,
· Meister Elkhart,
· Thomas a Kempis, 
· St. Ignatius of Loyola.
Class Assignment: Discussion on Medieval Philosophy: 

· What are the premises of Anselm's explanation of why God became man? (find in Anselm's Why God became Man)
· What is Abelard's account of moral merit? (Abelard's Ethics)
· What are the thoughts of Thomas Aquinas on human knowledge and will?
What is Thomas Aquinas's critique of Plato? 

· What are the arguments of Medieval Philosophers for the eternity of the world?

Homework Assignment:: Ch.14; Handouts; Prepare for the class discussion on Medieval Philosophy

Week 12

· The Medieval Universities. 

· Medieval Literature. The Lyric. The Romance.

· Dante Alighieri. Giovanni Boccaccio.  

Class Assignment:   
Home assignment: Ch.14; Handouts on Dante and Boccaccio;  read  also the excerpts from Boccaccio on  (http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/decameron/engDecIndex.php) and from Dante   on     (http://www.online-literature.com/dante/inferno/1/)
Week 13   

· The Characteristic Features of Medieval Art.
· Celtic Art. 
· Byzantine Art

· Architecture. The Romanesque Style. The Gothic Style. Famous Cathedrals of Medieval Europe. The Expression of the Religious Idea in Church Art. 

Class Assignment:  identify the styles and the meaning of symbols of Medieval Art .
Homework Assignment: Ch. 14; Handouts on Medieval Art based on Fr. Paul Florensky.
Week 14   

· Health in Medieval Time: Doctors, Medicine, Diseases, Black Death

· Alchemy and Witchcraft. 






            

Class Assignment: Discussion; Presentation on Black Death

Home Assignment: Ch14; Handouts.

Week 15
· Medieval Women and the Family;

· Mystics and Saints

· Noblewomen and Queens

· Laywomen and Arts

· Nursing, Prostitution and Witchcraft

Post-test will be given on the last day of the class.

Conclusion 

Class Assignment: 
· Writing of Medieval Letters and Poems;
· Presentations on Aristocratic Women; 
· Presentation on Fashion

· Presentation on Famous Medieval Lovers 

Home assignment: Handouts on medieval Women; Prepare for the presentations.

 Final exam – May 10; 10:30-12:30
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