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EN 101 - INTRODUCTION TO EXPOSITORY WRITING

Three Credits 

Meeting Days/Times:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday

INSTRUCTOR:
Jill Dahlman (jill.dahlman@adjunct.chaminade.edu; jilldahlman@yahoo.com)
OFFICE:
Henry Hall 206
OFFICE HOURS:
MWF 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., or by appointment
TELEPHONE:
(cell) 808-987-8763; (home) 808-988-1636

EFFECTIVE DATE:
Spring, 2007 Semester (1/17/07 to 5/7/07)

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

A composition course on the writing process including narration, comparison/contrast, analysis, cause/effect, and exposition. This course offers instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising essays, as well as instruction in the basics of organization and clear expression and the use of Standard Edited American English. This course stresses the unity, development, organization, coherence, and other basic writing skills necessary for college writing. 

Activities Required at Scheduled Times Other Than Class Times

· Homework, including but not limited to WebCT discussion board postings, online quizzes, reading of textbooks, and other homework that may be noted in class

· Compilation of portfolio

· Writing assignments

· Service learning project

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

In order to successfully complete the writing program a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

A. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

1. To demonstrate thesis sentences.

2. To demonstrate topic sentences.

3. To demonstrate supporting examples to support the thesis.

4. To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

B. To demonstrate organizational development in a written text.

1. To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph. 

2. To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

3. To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

C. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

Students should come to class prepared to use and to demonstrate the following abilities in order to succeed in this class:

1. An ability to work independently in order to accomplish specific tasks, i.e., homework, research, writing, etc.
2. An ability to successfully manage time in order to complete all tasks

3. An ability to follow directions

4. An ability to ask questions in order to clear up misunderstandings, clarify directions, or seek assistance on papers (if needed)

5. An understanding that writing is a process that takes time in order to produce excellent work.

6. An understanding of the importance and necessity of multiple proofreading and revision techniques.
COURSE TASKS

1. Attend class daily.

2. Complete all assigned readings on time.

3. Complete all assigned informal assignments on time.

4. Utilize library resources for scholarly credibility.

5. Complete all drafts and final writing assignments on time.

6. Take the initiative to ask the instructor relevant questions both inside and outside of class.

7. Contribute to class discussions including peer reviews.

WebCT Discussion Board Postings - 90 points (9%)

In order to become great writers, practice is required. To that end, we will be employing the use of WebCT Discussion Board Postings entries in this class. Two WebCT Discussion Board Postings per week will be required, one of which must be from one of the topics chosen in class. These can be assigned topics on political discussions, reflections upon readings, or debating another student’s posting. A WebCT Discussion Board Posting shall consist of no less than 250 words with a word count indicated at the end of the posting. There should be no concern for grammar, punctuation, or paragraphs as the purpose of these entries is to provide you with practice writing and debating with your fellow classmates. The most important part of an entry is the content. If you choose to respond to another student’s posting, you must be respectful when responding. There is no tolerance for name-calling, degradation, or any other form of slander against another student. In other words, attack the issue or argument, not the person. For each additional 250-word entry, you will receive 3 points (up to 15 points maximum).

Portfolio - 100 points (10%)

The idea behind the portfolio is to allow you, the writer, to view the progress that you have made in your writing over the course of this semester, to refine the work that you have previously submitted, and to present your "best foot forward" for your work. Every assignment you hand in and receive back with comments should be placed in your portfolio. You are encouraged to revise papers for a better grade and turn them in with your portfolio (as part of the portfolio). Prior to the submission of the portfolios for grading, you should work with a peer to construct your portfolio. Class time will be provided for this purpose. A reflection paper (500 word minimum) on what you learned from the first paper to the last is a required part of this grade and will be worth 20% of the Portfolio grade.
HOMEWORK/EXERCISES/QUIZZES - 150 points (15%) 

As indicated in the week-by-week outline, online "quizzes" will be required to be completed each week. It will be based upon the information gleaned from the Scott Foresman Handbook chapters that have been covered that week and from information discussed in class. Since there is generally more than one chapter covered, the quiz scores will be averaged together for a total of ten points assessed each week. You may practice quizzes from the "Practice and Assess-Section Exercises" found online at www.prenhall.com/sfhandbooks (and clicking on the 7th Edition cover). Once you have practiced the "section exercises" and are confident that you know what you are doing, take the quiz found through the "Practice and Assess-Exercises" section. You do not need to complete the "mini-essay" questions. Your not completing the mini-essays will not count against you; however, if you choose to answer these, you will be eligible for one extra credit point per completed mini-essay (no more than four per week). Once you have completed the quiz, click on "How did I do?" and advance to the automatic scoring section. Print out the results of this and turn this paper in with your name clearly indicated on the print out by the due date (generally one week after we have covered the material) either to my office in Henry Hall or in class. Since the computer printer will automatically print out the date, you will not need to get the quiz date stamped. Once I have recorded the score, I will return this to you. You should keep it until the class has been completed. If the work is not completed by the date indicated on the syllabus, you forfeit the right to these points. Option:  If you score a 90% or better on the diagnostic test found on the website (you must answer all 100 questions!), you can opt to use the score on all of your quizzes. For example, if you scored a 92% on the Diagnostic, I will substitute 9.2 points for each quiz for the entire semester (138/150 points), and you will not need to take any Foresman quizzes for the semester. This only applies if you scored a 90% or better!  Once again, be certain to print out the results of the diagnostic test and turn it in to get credit. This option must be exercised by no later than 1/26 in order to count.
Attendance - 40 points (4%)

It is each student’s responsibility to be in class and on time as much as humanly possible. Students are not allowed to sign in for a class meeting unless they are present for the entire instructional period or unless they have the instructor’s permission at least 24 hours before the class meeting. All students are requested not to forget that this applies to everyone. One point will be added to your points for each class attended. If you fall asleep, text message, or are otherwise inattentive, you will lose that point. Unless you are able to provide written documentation as to why you were not in class (an excused absence, i.e., doctor's/employer’s note), your absence will be considered unexcused. Three unexcused absences will result in a one-letter reduction in your grade. Since this is a class utilizing discussion as one of its methods of teaching, you cannot expect to learn something unless you are sitting in the classroom discussing the material. You are responsible for all missed assignments. 

Writing Assignments - 620 points (62%) 

Assignments are described below. Drafts (two per paper) and peer reviews are mandatory and are worth points. If you do not attend a peer review session, you will be docked two unexcused absences. Be present at these peer reviews!  Good writing takes time and multiple revisions. By providing you with an opportunity to hand in a draft early in the process, you will be able to easily complete the assignment. This method not only helps you to understand the process it takes to turn in a good paper, it also provides you with ample time to complete and revise the assignment. All papers and all drafts are to be turned in through WebCT under "Papers, Papers, Papers!"  Each final paper that you are turning in for a grade must be submitted through WebCT under "Assignments." The paper is due on the date indicated. Unless you are dead or in a documented coma, there will be NO EXCEPTIONS. For every class meeting day you are late in turning in your paper, you will be docked one full letter grade. Papers more than three class meeting days late are not eligible for points.

Basic Guidelines for Written Assignments:  

Place your name in the top left corner of the first page as noted.

Assignment #1 – Narration Paper

100 points:  Choose one of these two assignments. Word count:  1200 words minimum.


A. Spend a morning at a bus stop, airport, shopping mall, beach, campus center, or other busy intersection of human activity. Write a personal narrative about the experience. Be sure to describe the physical place and tell what you saw and heard and did there. If possible, use the events and sounds you write about to capture a slice of the social or political life of your town, city, or region.


B. Using the comic book story (copy) provided in class, choose one of the characters in the piece and "re-write" the story from one character's point of view as if you were that character. Be certain to stay true to the story being told. Of course, since it is from a specific character's perspective, there will be added information in order to get at the essence of the character; however, the basic storyline should remain the same.

Assignment #2 – Compare/Contrast Paper

100 points: We will be viewing Star Trek (Original Series) "The Naked Time" and comparing this episode with Star Trek:  The Next Generation "The Naked Now."  How you compare and contrast these episodes will be up to you, but it should be based upon the methodologies discussed in class. 1200 words minimum.

Assignment #3 – Analysis Paper

100 points:  Using the lyrics of a song of your choice, and using the analytical skills we have been working on up to this point in class, analyze the lyrics from one song. 1200 words minimum.

Assignment #4 – Cause/Effect Paper

120 points:  Taking a famous person in history, describe the effect that this person has had on our lives today. For example, how did Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat on the bus affect the arenas of politics, segregation, etc.?  You must use a minimum of three printed references for this assignment. A Works Cited page must be attached to your final paper (10 points). All citations must be in MLA format. You must clear your choice with me before charging into this assignment. 1500 words minimum.
Assignment #5 – Service Learning Project

Up to 200 points - Contracted: Working with a non-profit organization of your choice, investigate and write about this service community. You will need to prepare and turn in ethnographic field notes (minimum four), life-writing journal reflections (minimum four) based upon your experiences with this organization, and interviews with the leaders or other volunteers of that organization (minimum two). You must also turn in a verification of time and appropriate paperwork that may be found through the Chaminade Service Learning Office in Henry Hall or downloaded off of the Chaminade University website. Without the verification of time and supervisor's evaluation, you may not receive credit for your project. 

Your final project shall consist of a proposal/contract wherein you advocate for your particular project, stating the number of field notes, journal reflections, and interviews you will turn in; any special surveys or other instruments you propose to prepare and use; and propose the final writing project with a word count noted (1200 word minimum) that you will prepare for a final grade. Once I have approved the proposal, you may begin the project. I suggest that you begin this project as early in the semester as possible. Since this project constitutes your final, you may contract for the grade you want on your "final."  Note what is required for the minimum (a "C" grade) and adjust your contract appropriately. Provided everything is in order and completed as per your approved contract with me, you will receive the appropriate number of points contracted for. There is a 20-point spread for each letter grade, so be certain to contract (and perform) wisely.
LEARNING RESOURCES

Students are expected to obtain and to bring with them to each class meeting the following books:  The Scott Foresman Handbook, 7th Ed. by Maxine Hairson et al., The Norton Field Guide, and ReMix, 3rd Ed. byCatherine G. Lattrell  Additionally, students will be required to have access to the Internet in order to fully participate in WebCT Discussion Board Postings and to post papers. Although you are not required to own a computer, access to both a computer and the Internet is a "must" for this class.

Additional Information 
A "UNIVERSITY PERFORMANCE" STANDARD - Students are expected to make a very serious academic commitment to their success in their course. This is demonstrated by maintaining the syllabus schedule as a minimum, or working ahead of it with respect to all readings and by submitting all papers on time as indicated above without fail. It is always strongly recommended that students work slightly ahead of the syllabus whenever possible to compensate for the unexpected.

PLAGIARISM POLICY – Chaminade University of Honolulu defines plagiarism as follows:  

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:  

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. (Student Handbook 49)

If you are caught plagiarizing in any manner that even remotely resembles the Chaminade University policy, you will be dealt with severely. This could include punishment from a zero on the assignment to an expulsion from the class or university. If plagiarism is suspected, the student will be expected to conference with me, producing every single piece of documentation used in the assignment, and to orally defend their paper. If concern is still raised, or if the student requests independent assessment, then the student shall be expected to appear before a panel of three professors (one of whom shall be this professor) with all evidence of documented sources and orally defend his/her paper. In short, don't do it. 

INCOMPLETE:  An Incomplete is not automatically given. An Incomplete is only considered when less than 20% of all coursework is left to complete and only under extreme circumstances. In short, don't expect it.
FOR ALL PAPERS:  Post your own paper and read postings from the members of this class on the WebCT Discussion Board. Post constructive comments to at least two papers. (Additional comments on additional peer papers will garner extra credit points.)  Comments should include the following: A general statement that you would write after your first quick reading, a specific statement covering what you particularly like and what you see as problematic, then finally, a question that you feel will help the writer along. After reading comments from your classmates to your own essay, incorporate new material developed in response to the comments from your readers. Reminder:  ALL PAPERS ARE DUE ON THE DATE INDICATED, UPLOADED INTO THE WEBCT ACCOUNT UNDER "ASSIGNMENTS"!  NO EXCEPTIONS!  I will not hunt for your paper. Upload it where you are told to or sustain your own consequences for not following directions!

GRADING – 

A = 900-1000 points

B = 899-800 points

C = 799-700 points

D = 699-600 points

F = 559 or below

PROPOSED SCHEDULE (Note:  This is not etched in stone!)
	DATE
	To be covered in class (This means you need to have read/done the homework indicated upon entering the classroom doors.)

	WEEK ONE 

1/17
	Syllabus and expectations

	1/19
	Foresman – Chapters 25 and 26; Online "quiz" due by 1/26

Powerpoint:  The Writing Process

Field Guide:  Rhetorical Situations (1-18)

	WEEK TWO 1/22
	Foresman – Chapters 3 and 37; Online "quiz" due by 2/2

Powerpoint:  Planning and Shaping

Field Guide:  The Writing Process (199-207), Strategies (239-249)
Re-Mix – Chapter 1:  Identity (3-13)

	1/24
	FIRST DRAFT NARRATIVE DUE

Re-Mix – Chapter 1 (15-39)

Add/Drop Period Ends with a 75% refund

	1/26
	Field Guide:  Reflections (168-173) and Memoirs (147-152)

Re-Mix – Chapter 1 (40-52)

	WEEK THREE 

1/29
	Foresman:  Chapters 4 and 5; Online "quiz" due by 2/9

Field Guide:  Guiding Your Reader (250-254); Editing and proofreading (213-223)
Powerpoint:  Drafting and Revising

Re-Mix – Chapter 1 (53-68)

	1/31
	PEER REVIEW OF DRAFT #2, NARRATIVE

	2/2
	Field Guide: Descriptions (285-293) and Dialogue (294-298); Proposals (160-167)

Re-Mix –Chapter 1 (69-81)

	WEEK FOUR

2/5
	Foresman:  Chapters 16 and 38; Online "quiz" due by 2/9

View:  DVD, Star Trek "The Naked Time"

	2/7
	FINAL NARRATIVE DUE

View:  DVD, Star Trek:  The Next Generation "The Naked Now"

	2/9
	Service Learning Proposal/Contract due 

Field Guide:  Analyzing a Text (39-59)

Re-Mix – Chapter 2:  Community (83-94)

	WEEK FIVE

2/12
	Foresman:  Chapters 10 and 11; Online "quiz" due by 2/23

Field Guide: Reading a Text (313-328)
Re-Mix – Chapter 2 (95-119)

	2/14
	1ST DRAFT, COMPARE/CONTRAST DUE
Re-Mix – Chapter 2 (120-138)

	2/16
	Field Guide: Arguing a Position (82-106)

Re-Mix – Chapter 2 (139-148)

	WEEK SIX 

2/19
	No School:  President's Day

	2/21
	PEER REVIEW OF DRAFT #2, COMPARE & CONTRAST

	2/23
	Foresman:  Chapters 27 and 39; Online "quiz" due by 3/2

Field Guide: Assessing your own writing (208-212), Process (199-207)

Re-Mix – Chapter 2 (149-169)

	WEEK SEVEN 

2/26
	Foresman:  Chapters 12 and 28; Online "quiz" quiz due by 3/9

Powerpoint:  Writing Effectively

Re-Mix – Chapter 3:  Tradition (173-193)

	2/28
	FINAL COMPARE/CONTRAST PAPER DUE
Re-Mix – Chapter 3 (194-205)

	3/2
	Field Guide: Literary Analysis (21-38) and (137-147)

Re-Mix – Chapter 3 (206-224)

	WEEK EIGHT 

3/5
	Foresman:  Chapters 17 and 29; Online "quiz" due by 3/9

Powerpoint:  Writing Paragraphs

Field Guide: Collaborating (195-198) and Profiles (153-159)
Re-Mix – Chapter 3 (225-247)

	3/7
	1ST DRAFT, ANALYSIS DUE 

Re-Mix – Chapter 3 (248-257); Chapter 5:  Entertainment (358-369)

	3/9
	Re-Mix – Chapter 5 (371-397)

	WEEK NINE 

3/12
	Foresman:  Chapters 18 and 19; Online "quiz" due by 3/16

Powerpoint:  The Impact of Words

Re-Mix – Chapter 5 (398-410)

	3/14
	PEER REVIEW OF DRAFT #2, ANALYSIS 

	3/16
	Re-Mix – Chapter 5 (411-437)

	WEEK TEN 

3/19
	Foresman:  Chapters 53 and 41; Online "quiz" due by 4/4

Powerpoint:  Research

Field Guide: Review of Scholarly Literature (174-181); Evaluating Sources (354-357), Documentation (375-376), Acknowledging Sources & Avoiding Plagaiarism (370-374)

Re-Mix – Chapter 5 (438-459)

	3/21
	FINAL ANALYSIS PAPER DUE; Class held on WebCT
Re-Mix – Chapter 4:  "Romance" (260-291) Answer Discussion Questions posted online (worth extra credit points!)

	3/23
	Class held on WebCt
Re-Mix – Chapter 4 (292-317) Answer Discussion Questions posted online (worth extra credit points!)

	 WEEK 11
	SPRING BREAK

	WEEK TWELVE

4/2
	Foresman:  Chapters 20 and 44; Online "quiz" due by 4/13

DVD:  Star Trek:  The Next Generation-Cause and Effect

	4/4
	DRAFT #1 CAUSE & EFFECT PAPER DUE 
Powerpoint:  Sentence Structure and Punctuation

Field Guide: Cause and Effect Papers (255-259); Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing (358-369)

Re-Mix – Chapter 4 (318-328)

	4/6
	No Class:  Good Friday

	WEEK THIRTEEN 

4/9
	Foresman:  Chapters 30 and 43; Online "quiz" due by 4/20

Re-Mix – Chapter 4 (329-355)

	4/11
	PEER REVIEW OF DRAFT #2, CAUSE & EFFECT

	4/13
	Field Guide: Sources:  331-353

Re-Mix – Chapter 6:  "Nature" (462-485)

	WEEK FOURTEEN 

4/16
	Foresman:  Chapters 31 and 42; Online "quiz" due by 4/27

Re-Mix – Chapter 6 (486-507)

	4/18
	FINAL CAUSE AND EFFECT PAPER DUE

Re-Mix – Chapter 6 (508-531)

	4/20
	Field Guide: Portfolios:  (224-235)

Re-Mix –Chapter 6 (532-551)

	WEEK FIFTEEN

4/23
	Foresman:  Chapters 32 and 40; Online "quiz" due by 5/4

Re-Mix – Chapter 6 (552-571)

	4/25
	Re-Mix – Chapter 7:  "Technology" (574-593)

Portfolio Workshop

	4/27
	Re-Mix – Chapter 7 (594-616)

Portfolio Workshop

	WEEK SIXTEEN 

4/30
	Foresman:  Chapters 33 and 45; Online "quiz" due by 5/7

Re-Mix – Chapter 7 (617-638)

Portfolio Workshop

	5/2
	Re-Mix – Chapter 7 (639-660)

Portfolio Workshop

	5/4
	Re-Mix – Chapter 7 (661-671)

Portfolio Workshop

	 FINAL WEEK
5/7
	FINAL PORTFOLIO AND SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT DUE BY NOON!


Surname, First name


English 101/Dahlman


Topic of/title of Assignment


Due Date:  Day Year Month








