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Course Description

The course introduces students to major forms and works of literature (poetry, drama, short story and novel), ranging from classical to contemporary. We will study works from diverse cultures and time periods, examining the historical and cultural context as well as social and ethical issues which transcend time and place. The purpose of the course is to provide students with the skills to read and view these, and other works of literature, with greater understanding and enjoyment.  The goal is to understand literature as both a personal and social expression of universal values and experience. 

Outcomes

By the end of the semester, the students with a minimum grade of C will be able:

· To recognize basic structure in poetry, drama, and fiction (short stories and novel)

· To become familiar with major classical and contemporary authors and works

· To define common literary terms

· To understand figurative language

· To enhance techniques of library and on-line research

· To develop analytical reading and writing skills specific to great literature

Texts [required]

· Sound and Sense.  Thomas R. Arp, Greg Johnson.  Eleventh edition, Thompson  Wadsworth, 2005.

· Drama: A Pocket Anthology.  R.S. Gwynn, Ed.  Third Edition, Penguin Academics, 2005

· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.  Ken Kesey.  Signet, 1963 et al.

Recommended: a Collegiate Dictionary; a Collegiate Thesaurus; The Elements of Style, by William Strunk and E.B. White; Standard grammar and MLA handbook.
Supplements to the text

Short stories will be individually distributed in class.  Books, media, articles, films and other materials and resources will be placed in the Sullivan Library on reserve for this class.  Specific information will be given as the materials are available.

Expectations and Policies

1. Attendance and active participation is required at all class sessions (Roll will be kept each class). It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor in writing (online or hard copy) concerning all excused absences.  Missing class for medical reasons requires a written verification from a doctor.

2. Reading all assigned materials and being prepared for discussions, speeches, quizzes and tests.

3. All students are responsible for all information presented during class periods.  Students absent from class should arrange for obtaining notes/directives from fellow students.

4. Assignment must be completed on the specified due date.  Written work will receive one grade reduction for each day it is late.
5. Tardy assignments and exams are allowed only with verified excuses— circumstances were beyond your control (NOT legitimate excuses:  nursing a common cold or other non-emergency illness or condition, doing an errand, meeting with a teacher or advisor, catching up with work for another class or lab or not being ready or prepared for an assignment or exam).

6. Assignments or exercises based on in-class activity with other class members cannot be made up.

7. Writing four 1-2 page reflective or analytical essays on literary selections.

8. Research and write a medium length paper (5-7 pages) on a selected topic 

9. Assignments will be graded on timeliness, completeness, quality of content and the recommended standards for writing evaluation recommended by CUH.

10. The papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, 12 pt. standard font, and standard margins.
Student Conduct


a. “Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual.  For many, this is home, school, recreation center and work, all in one.  That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students.  Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility.” (2006-2007 Student Handbook, p. 66)

b. All student rules of conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook, will be applicable in this class.  Review these rules as presented in the Handbook, pgs. 66-69.

c. Note:  All portable cellular phones, headsets, earphones, i-Pods, MP-3 players (and their ilk), CD and DVD players, radios, video game players and other non-academic, non-essential technological distractions must remain turned off and in bags or packs during each entire class session.

d. Laptop computers and palm pilots are allowed with permission, and ONLY for work pertaining to this class.  Violators lose this privilege.
e. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All students are expected to follow the CUH policy regarding use of technology and plagiarism (see 2006-2007 Student Handbook, pp. 82-84, or the online CUH General Catalogue for 2006).

Extra Credit

The following extra credit options are available for the class:

· Participate in a Service Learning Project and do a written reflection/evaluation (January 27, 2007 deadline for deciding to participate in a service learning project); up to 50 points
· Participate in the spring CUH musical theatre production of The Pirates of Penzance as an actor or technician and do a written reflection/evaluation of the experience (Auditions/sign-ups January 17, 5-7pm Freitas 101; crew sign ups by January 27, 2007 ); up to 50 points  [2 or 3 graded academic credits are also awarded by the university for this production participation]

Grading:

The class grade is determined through a point system.  Points are earned on the four tests (one per genre) and short quizzes, the assignment activities (written papers); classroom attendance and participation.  The following scale of the total points will be used to determine grades:  90-100% is an A; 80-89% is a B; 70-79% is a C; 60-69% is a D; 59% and below is an F.

Grade Value Assignments:         Tests and quizzes:        

40%





       Short Essays/Reflection Papers        20%




                    Final Exam                                        20%





       5-7 page paper                      
10%




       Attendance/Participation

10%

Writing Requirements

All written assignments handed into the professor for this class must meet the following criteria:

· The papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, fonts and standard margins.  No handwritten assignments will be accepted.

· All written work must meet the standard writing requirements set forth by CUH and will be evaluated using a template designed to meet these requirements.

· All writing assignments must be handed in during the class on the assigned dates unless permission from the professor to hand in a tardy assignment is given in advance.   Late assignments will receive one grade reduction per day late.

· No written assignments will be accepted online.  Only hard copy, printed assignments handed in on the assigned dates will be eligible for full credit.

Make-up Exams
Makeup tests will be of the essay and short answer variety, not the objective type used during the regular class tests.  A make-up exam must be scheduled within one week of the class exam.  Only serious, excused absences from an exam will be accepted.

COURSE OUTLINE

Week #     Dates
   
Genre

              Text Readings
1
     Jan. 17,19            Intro; Poetry                     S.S. Chap. 1

2               Jan. 22,24,27          Poetry                            S.S. Chaps. 2,3,4

3               Jan.29,31,Feb.2       Poetry                            S.S. Chaps. 5,6,7

4               Feb.5,7,9              Poetry                            S.S. Chaps 8,9,10

5              Feb. 12,14               Poetry                            S.S. Chaps 11,12

                Fri. Feb. 16            Poetry Test
6             Feb. 21,23                Drama                         Drama Intro, pp.1-27; Oedipus 38-87

7             Feb. 26                     Oedipus

               Feb. 28                  Othello, Acts.I, II             Drama, pp. 88-135

               Mar. 2                  Othello, Acts. III, IV                      pp. 135-180

8             Mar. 5                    Othello. Act V                     Drama, pp. 181-200

               Mar. 7,9              The Glass Menagerie             Drama, pp. 279-339

9            Mar 12,14,16       Death of a Salesman              Drama pp. 340-429

10          Mar. 19                 Death of a Salesman 
              Mar. 21                  Drama Test 
              Mar. 23                   Novel                                  Cuckoo’s Nest

March 26-30    Spring Break
11         April 2,4                  Cuckoo’s Nest

12         April 9.11,13           Cuckoo’s Nest

13         April 16, 18            Cuckoo’s Nest

             April 20                   Novel Test
14         April 23,25,27         Short Story                         Short Stories (Handouts)
15         April 30, May2        Short Story                         Short Stories (Handouts)
             May 4                     Review for Final Exam
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