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I. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION
ED 460 Introduction to Exceptional Children

Examines different types of students with exceptionalities serviced by special and general education as well as other populations with special needs that are found in the general education classrooms.  This course will provide historical, legal and educational contexts as well as instructional strategies to meet the unique needs of these students in the general education classroom.

II. RATIONALE

With the reauthorization of IDEA, and the recent federal mandate of No Child Left Behind (NCLB), all educators must be highly qualified and therefore equipped to meet the demand of providing instruction and services to Hawaii’s students.  Educators need to be knowledgeable about how children/students are identified, evaluated, provided an appropriate program that meet their needs, and placed in an environment that is the least restrictive.

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

· The models, theories, philosophies and history that provide the basis for special education practice.
· The rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers, other professionals and schools as they relate to individuals with disabilities.  

HTSB 10 B
· The different areas of exceptionality such as mental retardation, speech language impairments, specific learning disabilities, and giftedness, behavior disorder, emotional disturbance, attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity, visual impairments, hearing impairments, physical disabilities and other impairments.
· The array of services available in special education and gain an understanding of how the concept of least restrictive environment interfaces with the array of services.  They will focus on how general educators support the education of these students.  HTSB 3 C.
· The components of an individualized education plan, and how it relates to an individualized family service plan, and a modification plan.  The focus will be on the roles of the general and special education teachers in the IEP process.
· The issues of mainstreaming, integration and inclusion as they relate to the delivery of special education.

· The effects of exceptional conditions on an individual’s education and life.

IV. COURSE TEXT

Smith, Deborah D., (2007).  Introduction to Special Education:  Making a Difference 


(6th ed.).  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.

V. FORMAT

Class session will include a variety of instructional methodologies including lectures, videos, discussions, cooperative learning activities, lesson plans, written projects, and presentations.
VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Commitment:  Student commitment is very important in this course.  Points will be deducted for the late submittal of any assignment.  A zero will be given for any assignments not turned-in by the last class session.
Incomplete:  An incomplete (I) grade will be given only under emergency situations and much dialogue between the student and instructor has taken place; prior to the deadline for submitted grades to the Registrar’s Office.
Class attendance and participation
45 points (5 points per each class)

Quiz




100 points 
Reflection Paper 



10 points

Lesson




20 points

Research Paper



25 points

       (200 points total)
EXPLANATION OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Attendance and Participation:  Every absence or partial absence will mean that vital 


course content will be missed and the ability to participate in-class activities will be


diminished.  All students are highly encouraged to participate in these discussions.


Attendance is mandatory.  Therefore, there is no exception for absences.  Absences are 


submitted to the Registrar’s Office at the end of the course.  Each 4-hour class is worth 


5-points (1.25-points per class hour for attendance/participation).  Example:  arriving to 


class 1-hour late means receiving 3.75-points for that class session.  Your attendance will          
be noted during each class period on an attendance sheet.  For partial attendance, it is 


important to check that the correct attendance is noted on the attendance sheet, so that it 


is not construed as a 5-point absence.
Reflection Paper:  The reflection papers will be an assignment for you to share your ideas and experiences.  The reflection paper must be typed and 1 ½ -3 pages in length.  Use APA format, 12-point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced with a cover sheet, headings, and a reference page (not included in pages required).  

Lesson:  Develop and present a lesson plan for special education students with accommodations and modifications that will ensure their success.  You will incorporate 
what we have learned in our readings into the lesson.  Use materials that you will be able to use in your current class.  Be sure to have two copies of the lesson plan and all necessary handouts or readings for the instructor.  The lesson plan must be in the format provided by the instructor.

Research Paper:  Each student will select a disability from those that was studied to 


research.  Your research paper must be 4-6 pages, APA format, 12-point font, Times 
New Roman, double-spaced, with a cover sheet, headings, and a reference page (not included in pages required).  Citations must be utilized in the paper to strengthen your important points, feelings, and opinions. Include the history of the disability as well as teaching strategies to use when teaching students with this type of disability.  Also, include different agencies that support people with this type of disability.

GRADING SYSTEM:


The point value of assignments and participation is 200.  Letter grades are based on the 


following system:



180-200
=
A



160-179
=
B


A grade of C or below will not be credited toward a bachelor’s degree and the student 

will have to repeat the course.

ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS:


Attendance:  University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses


for which they are registered.  If an emergency prevents you from attending, the 


instructor should be informed.


Incompletes:  Incompletes (I) may be given if the student is able to complete a portion


of the work due to circumstances beyond the control of the student.  The incomplete


contract must be signed by the student and instructor.  It will specify when the work 


must be completed.  Usually the work must be completed in 90 days, if it is not; the 


incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned that is specified


on the incomplete form.
Intellectual Property:  Plagiarism is the offering of another’s thoughts as one’s own and may include but not limited to the following:
· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author.
· Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid changes in plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement of the source is always mandatory.

· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

· Submitting as one’s original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, lesson plan, or other assignments that has not been prepared by another individual.

Classroom Deportment:  The essential points are as follows:

· Cellular phones and beepers must be in the silent mode or turned off except in extenuating circumstances approved by the professor in advance.  

· Smoking and alcoholic beverages are prohibited on the DOE school campus.

· Personal audiovisual equipment (e.g. radio, CD player, televisions, and lap top computers) not relevant to the class is prohibited.

Freedom of Expression:  Students are free to express different views than those presented in this course but these diverse views must be grounded in research.  Students are required to complete all assignments and study the materials presented in class whether there is agreement with the specific bodies of knowledge set forth in this course.

Disabilities:   See Student Handbook and Academic Planner, Students with Disabilities Requesting Accommodations, page 84-85.

ED 460 Introduction to Exceptional Children
Weekly Class Schedule:  Reading and Activities

Your written reactions will be discussed in class.  Other readings and handouts may be periodically assigned.  The weekly class schedule may be adjusted to meet unforeseen situations and to meet the needs of the students and instructor.

Week 1

Introductions and course requirements

January 16, 2007
HW:  READ (Chapters 1 & 3)
Week 2
January 23, 2007
HW:  READ (Chapters 4 & 5)

Week 3

January 30, 2007
HW:  READ (Chapters 6 & 7)

Week 4

February 6, 2007
HW:  READ (Chapters 8 & 9)

Week 5

February 13, 2007
HW:  READ (Chapters 10 & 11) 




          Reflection Paper

Week 6

DUE:  Reflection Paper
February 20, 2007
HW:  READ (Chapters 12, 13, & 14)

Week 7

February 27, 2006
HW:  Work on Lesson Plan

Week 8

DUE:  Present lesson plans


March 6, 2007

HW:  Disability Paper


Week 9

DUE:  Present Disability paper/ Quiz

March 13, 2007



Late assignments will not be accepted after March 13, 2007.
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