Philosophy 103 -- Critical Thinking

Winter Evening 2007
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Time: Wednesday, 5:30-9:40 p.m.

Meeting Dates: January 10 – March 14
Classroom: Pearl Harbor
Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Text: Diestler, Sherry.  Becoming a Critical Thinker: A User Friendly Manual 

(Fourth Edition).  Prentice Hall Inc.: New Jersey, 2001.

Course Description: The famous philosopher Socrates once said: "The unexamined life is not worth living."  How does one examine one's life?  What gives us the power to understand ourselves and our world in a deeper and more accurate way?  It is, in large part, the quality of our thinking.  If one can think carefully and critically about things, one is better prepared to live a more genuine and fulfilling life.  

But what does it mean to be a good thinker?  And how can one become a better thinker?  In this class we will consider these questions.  We will think about thinking.  We will learn to spot poor, misleading thinking.  We will learn how to use effective thinking strategies.  We will learn not only by listening to lectures and reading from the textbook.  We will also learn to think better by practicing this good thinking while discussing and writing; we will learn how to examine our lives through the process of actually examining our lives.

Course Objectives: (1) To empower students to examine their world more carefully.  (2) To help students to read, write, speak, and listen more critically.

Grading:  Students will not only have a say in what their grades will be.  They will have a say in how their grades will be calculated.  During our second meeting, we will meet as a class and talk about grades.  What is the purpose of grades?  What are they supposed to measure?  How should we calculate these grades?  Through this discussion we will formulate a number of criteria.  Some of the most important ones will be: completing assignments (in a timely fashion), writing good quality papers, attending class.  I will use these criteria to give you a grade.  You will also use these criteria to give yourself a grade.  These grades will be combined to calculate your final grade for the course.


Written assignments will be given one of the following grades:



Exceeds expectations (A)



Meets expectations (B)



Approaches expectations (C)



Well-Below expectations (D, F)

Course Expectations: In this class you will have to do a little research, some reading, a lot of discussing and writing, and a ton of thinking.


Reading: Each week you will have to read a chapter or two in our text book.  It isn’t particularly hard reading, but I want you to read it slowly and carefully.


Discussing: The heart of this class is discussion.  Be prepared to come to class each week, to listen respectfully to others, and to contribute your ideas to our discussions.


Research: You’ll be asked to do a little research to support your ideas.  For the most part, however, this class isn’t about reciting other people’s ideas.  It is about coming up with your own ideas.


Thinking: You’ll be expected to think long, think deeply, and think carefully about a number of issues in this class.  You’ll be expected to practice good thinking often and, as a consequence, learn to think better.


Writing: You will have to do a lot of writing in this class.  Most weeks you will have two short writing assignments to do.  There will be three sorts of writing assignments:

(1) Exit Passes: This is classwork.  Before you leave class each week you will be asked to fill out a short exit pass.  The exit pass asks you to reflect on what you have learned from the class and the reading homework.

(2) “Articles for Discussion” responses: At the end of each textbook chapter there are a number of “articles for discussion.”  Each week choose one of these articles from the chapter(s) you’ve read for homework, read it carefully, and then answer the textbook questions about the article.  These responses should be completed before we discuss the articles in class.  They should be half a page to one page in length.  I would appreciate it if they were typed, but they do not have to be.

(3) Papers: You will have to write six short papers.  These papers should be typed.  They are as follows:

a. Opening paper: What is thinking?  What is good thinking?  Am I a good thinker?  How can I get better at thinking?  Reflect upon these questions.  Write a short paper (2-3 pages) in which you answer these questions.

b. Position paper: Pick any issue and take a stand on it.  State your belief/conclusion and then back it up with reasons.  For example: “I believe that the drinking age should be lowered to 18.  These are the reasons why I believe this….”  This paper should be very short; it should only be one page.  We will analyze it during class as we talk about what makes writing good.

c. Reflection paper: Who am I?  How do I want to lead my life?  This is a short (2-3 pages) reflection paper.  Think long and hard about where you’re at and where you want to go.  Are you living the life that you want to live?  What could you do, now and in the future, to become the person who you dream of becoming?

d. An exemplary thinker: Who is a great thinker?  What makes them a great thinker?  Choose one great thinker in history.  Perhaps it is a famous scientist.  Perhaps it is a philosopher or even a fictional detective.  Maybe it isn’t even a person but it is a novel or a movie which illustrates great thinking.  Do a little research on this person (or novel, film, etc…).  Then write a short biography on this person.  Answer these questions: Who is this person?  Why do you say that they are a great thinker?  (Or how does this work exemplify great thinking?)  This paper should be slightly longer (about 3-4 pages).

e. An issue: Take a stand on an issue.  State your belief/conclusion and back it up with reasons.  This is your longest paper (about 4-5 pages).

f. Closing paper: What is good thinking?  Am I a good thinker?  How can I get better at thinking?  Reflect upon these questions.  Write a short paper (2-3 pages) in which you answer these questions.  Incorporate what you have learned in this class into this paper.

Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)

	Class Date
	Class Topics
	Homework

	Class #1

January 10
	Introduction: What is good thinking? View: “Monk”

 Do: Exit Pass #1
	Read: Chapter One

Do: “Articles for Discussion” response

Do: Opening Paper


	Class #2

January 17
	Arguments and Grading Criteria

Do: Exit Pass #2
	Read: Chapter Two
Do: “Articles for Discussion” response
Do: Position paper


	Class #3

January 24
	Values and Writing Expectations

Do: Exit Pass #3

	Read: Chapter Three
Do: “Articles for Discussion” response
Do: Reflection Paper


	Class #4

January 31
	The Good Thinker’s Tool Kit, Induction/Deduction, and Critical Reading

Do: Exit Pass #4
	Read: Chapter Four
Do: “Articles for Discussion” response


	Class #5
February 7
	Surveys, Causal Relationships, Scientific Thinking, and Problem Solving
Do: Exit Pass #5
	Read: Chapter Five

Do: “Articles for Discussion” response
Do research for exemplary thinker paper


	Class #6

February 14
	Detectives and Thinking: Mystery Game

Do: Exit Pass #6
	Read: Chapter Six

Do: “Articles for Discussion” response
Do: Exemplary thinker paper


	Class #7

February 21
	Reasoning Errors, The Fallacy Game, and Considering an Issue

Do: Exit Pass #7
	Read: Chapters Seven and Eight

Do: “Articles for Discussion” response (Do only one; choose an article from either Chapter 7 or Chapter 8)
Do research/thinking  for issue paper


	Class #8

February 28
	Suggestion in TV and Advertising and Sharing of Exemplary Thinkers

Do: Exit Pass #8
	Read: Chapter Nine

Do: “Articles for Discussion” response

Do: Issue paper


	Class #9

March 7

	Listening and Speaking

Do: Exit Pass #9

	Read: Chapter Ten

Do: “Articles for Discussion” response

Do: Closing paper and Self-Assessement


	Class #10

March 14
	Movie: “12 Angry Men”

Conclusion: What is Good Thinking?
Do: Exit Pass #10

ALL WORK DUE

	Know thyself, reflect, and live a good life:

“I learned this, at least, by my experiment; that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.”

                            Henry David Thoreau


Last Day to Withdraw: February 26





