Religion 103 Syllabus

Professor Grant Arnold      Home Phone: 377-7069      Email:  kabagrant@yahoo.com

This is a survey course of some of the world’s major religions.  It is designed to give you a taste of what is out there in terms of both the religions themselves and the study of religion itself.  We will explore each religious system using various fields of study from history to archeology to psychology-this diversity is part of what makes studying religions so interesting.  That in addition to the idea that religions are all about people- when you study religion, you study people- and people are capable of all sorts of expressions….

Coursework

Each week there will be a quiz worth 25 points.  This quiz will be based on the reading assignment for that week and consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, and short answers.


There will be a mid-term and a final.  The final is not comprehensive.  The course is divided into Western/Monotheisms and Eastern/Polytheisms.  The final and the mid-term are both worth 100 points each.


There is also a field/research paper.  This paper is due the 9th week of class (Shinto).  It is designed to get my students out of the classroom and into the ‘field’- which is Hawai’i.   The requirements for this paper are that you choose a religion that you are not familiar with that we have studied in this class and you

1) do research beyond the class materials about it, and 

2) go to that place and observe what occurs there

The research part of the paper can be from an interview, a pamphlet, a book or online.  However all sources must be referenced by using a bibliography, end notes or footnotes to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism.


The field part of the paper can be written in a narrative or stream of consciousness style- the more details the better.


The paper will be graded based o content and form.  The content is the field/research ratio which should be roughly 50/50, and the format is 5 pages double spaced with 12 point font and normal margins and referenced sources for the research.  The paper is worth 100 points. Late papers are reduced by 1 letter grade per day late.
Attendance
You have 2 excused absences built in to the semester.  Any more than this can effect your grade.   Make-ups are possible for excused absences; however, a make-up must at least be a passing grade for any points.  
If you have ANY special needs or concerns SEE ME.  If I do not know about your situation we can not address it and make arrangements to better it.

Course outline
Western Monotheisms



Eastern Polytheisms
1st week- Class introduction / Ch 1 & 2

6th week- Hinduism / Ch 3

2cnd week- Judaism / Ch 8



7th week- Buddhism / Ch 4

3rd week- Christianity / Ch 9



8th week- Chinese Religions / Ch 6

4th week- Islam / Ch 10



9th week- Shinto / Ch 7 *Paper Due*

5th week- review and Midterm 


10th week- review and Final
