ENGLISH 315                  SPRING 2007       BACKGROUNDS IN BRITISH LITERATURE

Robert M. Chandler                    

Eng 102  8:00 MWF F251
Office: Henry 206                     

Eng 102  9:00 MWF F251
Office Hours: 2 - 3 MWF               

Eng 255 11:00 MWF H203
EMail: RCHANDLE@CHAMINADE.EDU         

Eng 315  1:00 MWF E201
TEXT:   The Norton Anthology of English Literature (Major Authors Edition)



NOT “volume I” that is housed just above our text.  

  WWW.LUMINARIUM.ORG for Everyman.  

  A very clever student might be able to get by with no text but 

  only use the Luminarium site.   

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Survey of English Literature is designed to provide the student with a grounding in the major early works and major figures of English Literature, promote an understanding of the major changes in society that affect and are reflected in the literature, and provide an idea of the number of interpretative approaches that critics and students have taken to the great 

works of English Literature.  

THIS SECTION: I have designed this course to introduce you to EARLY English literature beginning with BEOWULF and continuing through SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN NIGHT, THE CANTERBURY TALES, Shakespeare, Donne, Milton's PARADISE LOST, and Swift’s GULLIVER’S TRAVELS and some of Alexander Pope’s poetry.  A lot of this is poetry, albeit narrative poetry, and some of it is drama. Very little is prose.  It is unlikely I will get beyond the 1700's. In the last 315 class, I did not get beyond Swift in the early 1700's, although I had anticipated going beyond to at least Alexander Pope. Language, society, the relationships between classes, the political systems, the economy, and even religions have affected the literature that is produced in the approximately 750 years we will be studying.  It is important to know both the creative figures as well as the worlds they inhabited in order to fully appreciate the significance of the literature--and individual works.  

There is a lot, A LOT, of reading in this course.  Look through the reading assignments and know what is anticipated.  Do not suddenly begin complaining at midterm or later that there is a lot of reading in the course.  Look now.  There is also a major research paper in which you will summarize 6 sources who address a particular issue and then develop your own reading of the text related to the issue.  This paper is a major component of the course and is worth the same as both exams (300 points).  

I will assign critical works about Everyman for you to read and summarize to give you initial practice in summary.  I will use groups to research one of Chaucer’s tales and I will expect the group to report on the tale before I begin the discussion of that tale.  This is intended to give you practice in finding research in the library (as opposed to the internet) and summarizing complex and thoughtful articles.  The groups will also give you a chance to develop your own approach to the work or disagree with critics.  I fully intend to "lecture" or fill in material after the group has presented the results of their research.  I may have an opportunity to use groups in discussing sonnets from Spenser, Sidney, and Shakespeare.   

We must be efficient in forming groups.  Watch for those who you want to work 

with in groups and recruit them before or after classes in anticipation of the Chaucer groups.  Do not stay with a group you are uncomfortable with. Form a new group or find another group at any time.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 2 Examinations (the midterm is worth 100 points; the final is worth 200 points); 1 Term Paper worth 300 points. Group and Class Participation 100 points.  -5 Points for absences over 3 absences--Attendance strictly enforced. Periodic quizzes with no makeup quiz: promptness is encouraged.

The research paper is 10 pages MINIMUM and will require you to find a topic or issue you wish to wish to discuss using careful analysis of the text AND ABOUT WHICH 6 CRITICS HAVE WRITTEN SUBSTANTIVE ARTICLES (or chapters in books), propose a topic in writing to me, write a summary of each of 2 of the articles and submit them to me, submit a rough draft of the paper, and submit a final copy of the paper.  The paper should divide neatly into halves: one half for the summaries of the 6 critics, one half for your own personal analysis of the problem or issue using the text to support your idea. 

A = 630 - 700 points          

B = 560 - 629 points      

C = 490 - 559 points

D = 420 - 489 points

F = 350 – 419

Course Objectives: To Successfully Complete This Course: 

1.  Students should demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the details of the works 

discussed in class (Tests and Paper).   

2.  Students should be able to explain the relationship between the work and the

    changes in the society--religious, political, social, economic introductions 

    to each period will be distributed in class) (Tests).  

3.  Student should be able to identify the type of literature and the literary 

    conventions associated with that type of literature (Tests). 

4.  Students should know the characteristics of the different writers or works 

    they study in the semester (Tests). 

5.  Students should be familiar with literary terms related to the works they 

    study (Tests). 

6.  Students should be able to find substantive articles in reputable literary 

journals or books addressing particular issues (Class Participation, Groups, and Paper).  

7.  Students should be able to cite text accurately and effectively using the 

    MLA format (Groups and Paper).  

8.  Students should demonstrate an ability to present issues, cite supporting 

    text, and interpret the text by drawing logical connections between the text 

    and the topic idea of the paragraph (Paper).  

ATTENDANCE: I will deduct 5 points for each absence over 3 absences.

The following is from the 2005-2006 Chaminade Catalog: “Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered.  They should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments.  When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should withdraw officially from all affected courses.  Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade.  Three or more unexcused absences may lead to a grade reduction for the course.  Long term unexcused absence may lead to loss of financial aid” (54).   

CLASSROOM DEPORTMENT:  No smoking, drinking, pets, radios, other electronic gear.  You are expected to be here on time or enter politely.  I will have marked you absent, so see me to correct it.  You are to work on the material relevant to this class and not any other class during this period.  

Courtesy is expected both of me and you.  Do not chat indiscriminately with your neighbor, even when we are working in groups.  Attend to the business of the group or attend to the information being presented by the other group. 

Academic Honesty: 

Students are expected to do their own work, even when you are asking help from others in thinking about your work.  Moreover, we expect you to promote academic honesty by reporting violations to your instructor or an university official. If I discover cheating, I will pursue the remedies recommended in the Chaminade Catalog (on page 50) through the Executive Vice President and the Provost.  "Punishment . . .may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University" (50).  I will fail any paper I find to have been plagiarized and I will fail the student in the course.  
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TEXT: 
Norton Anthology of English Literature (Major Authors 8th Edition)—“Abrams”



http://www.shakespeares-sonnets.com/.  
NOTE:  “Read” means “read for today”

WEEK 1

JAN 
17
Introduction to Course.    

Structure and Continuing Themes.  


19
OLD ENGLISH LITERATURE



Read: Abrams 1- 21 (Medieval English). Beowulf introduction: 26- 31.  



Extra Point Quiz on Abrams.  

Read (for today): Beowulf (Handout)-- To end of Grendel’s Dam/Mother

Topics:
The Manuscript and Dating Beowulf -- Text/Dating/Historical 





Significance 

Epic Poetry:  Purpose: Conventional Characteristics and the Oral Epic

The Alliterative Tradition

Beowulf and the heroic ideal

Beowulf and Unity: 

Beowulf: The Three Part Structure: Two wins, one loss. 
Beowulf: Elegaic Tone: Germanic Fatalism: Revenge as Structure.

The Revenge Cycle as Structural Device 

Christianity and Paganism in Beowulf 

===============================================================

WEEK 2


22 
Beowulf: Continued—complete reading of poem.

24 
Clarke Handout: Summary of works on Beowulf: Model for your readings of 
critical works.

MEDIEVAL LITERATURE/NON-DRAMATIC


26
Chaucer: Introduction: Read: Abrams 165-70.  



Read: General Prologue: Abrams 170-90. 



Introduction to Canterbury Tales: Frame/Irony: Introduction to Prologue

Topics:  
The "Frame"



Irony: 3 methods



Medieval Characterization: Physiognomy, Astrology, Humors. 




The Characters

Assign Groups and Choose Tales.

===============================================================

WEEK 3

29 Groups Meet

Prologue continues


Topic: The Marriage Theme in The Canterbury Tales

31
Read: Miller’s Prologue and Tale: 191 – 207  (couldn’t hurt to read summary of the 
Knight’s Tale on the bottom of p. 190)

Topics: 
Tale and Teller

Form (Fabliau): 

Unity 

Religion/Typology.

FEB 
 2
Read: Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale: 207-34



Group: Wife of Bath’s Prologue: 207-26.



Group: Wife of Bath’s Tale: 226-234. 




Topics:  
Tale and the Teller

The Wife of Bath, Scripture, and “Experience” as a guide

Antifeminism and Feminism in the Prologue and Tale: Mastery

Romance and the Arthurian Legends as Background for the Wife of 
Bath’s Tale

Structure of the Wife of Bath’s Tale: the key issues

Irony in the Wife of Bath’s Tale

===============================================================

WEEK 4


 5
Read: Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale: 235-49

Group: Pardoner’s Prologue & Tale: 235-49




Topics:  
Tale and Teller: Confession/Deconstruction

The Sermon/Exemplum as Structure

Irony



 7
Read: Nun’s Priest’s Tale: 250-63.

Group: Nun’s Priest’s Tale: 250-63.




Topics: 
Tale and Teller






Beast Fables: Mock Epic: Character of Narrator


 9
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight: Read: Introduction (112-14 ).



Read: “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight”: 114-65. 



Topics: 
Unity in the Poem: Gawain and the 3 “Games”





Gawain and the green garter: Significance of garter.




Gawain vs. Beowulf (both texts and characters) – prepared a 






selection of your own observations on the differences 






between Sir Gawain and Beowulf and between the world 






presented in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and Beowulf.  





We will discuss your lists in class. 

WEEK 5

12
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (continued).  

20 point Test Question: [For 4 Week Grade]

CHANDLER: HANDOUT NOAH, SECOND SHEPHERDS’ PLAY, EVERYMAN.

MEDIEVAL DRAMA

12 Introduction to Medieval Drama: Mystery Plays, Miracle Plays, Morality Plays

Mystery Plays: Read: Introduction to York Play of the Crucifixion for information on 


Noah and the Second Shepherds’ Play and on “Mystery Plays”: 290-91.

Read: Noah’s Flood: (Handout).

Assign “Panel Participants” for Everyman tasks


16
Read: Second Shepherd’s Play (Handout)

WEEK 6


19
PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY


21
Read: Everyman (handout)


Topics: 
Background and significance.  




Unity/Structure: (Individual or Panel Reports on Articles)

Allegory

RENAISSANCE LITERATURE

23 Read: Abrams: Introduction to the Renaissance: 319-45. 

My Themes in Class: Humanism, Nationalism, Protestantism.

Introduction to Spenser and Spenser’s The Faerie Queene: 365-70

Read: Book I: Cantos 1 & 2 (370 – 89)




Topics: 
Allegory




  

Epic Again – But now more in Classic Mode.






Nationalism






Protestant v. Catholic

WEEK 7

26 The Faerie Queene: 

Read: Book I: Cantos 3 – 12 (389 – 434) 


28
Begin Renaissance Drama and Shakespeare



Shakespeare Introduction: 492-94



Read: Henry IV Part 1: Acts I, II, III (Handout)

MAR
 2
Read: Henry IV Part 1: Acts IV, V (Handout)

WEEK 8


 5
ASSIGN PAPER



Hand out potential questions for examination


 7
MIDTERM EXAMINATION


 9
Sonnets: Form/Conventions: (Page A98 at end of book): Wyatt “That Long Love” (349); Surrey “Love That Doth Reign” (354) 



Read “That Time of Year” (503)—example of analysis



Assign sonnets to groups: 

Sidney: Read Introduction: 449-51: Read: Atrophil and Stella: Introduction (451); 
#1 (452); #31 (453)

Spenser: Read: Amoretti: #34 (435); #54 (436); #75 (437)

Shakespeare: Read: #s 18, 30, 55, 60, 116, 130, 146 (from 499 – 509)




Groups make brief presentation before discussion on the following topics: 





Italian or English Sonnet





How structured





How meaning is organized





What conventions observed





What theme developed 

===============================================================

WEEK 9


12
Sidney: Astrophel and Stella: #1—example of analysis 

Groups Meet


14
Sidney/Spenser/Shakespeare: Groups present assigned sonnets

I will hand out “Lecture on a Shadow” in preparation for Donne segment and a handout 
with questions to 
complete for Friday.

17TH CENTURY LITERATURE 


16
Abrams: Introduction to 17th Century: Read: 575-99.  



Introduction to John Donne and Metaphysical Poetry: Platonic Philosophy.



Donne: 3 approaches to love: Sensual, Ideal, and “Conflict”



Read: “Lecture on a Shadow” and complete questions on handout

TODAY: SUBMIT FORMAL PROPOSAL FOR TERM PAPER: 

· TOPIC/ISSUE OF YOUR PAPER: 

· STATEMENT OF PURPOSE/GOAL.

· TITLES OF 6 SOURCES YOU WILL USE (MLA format required).    

· Email Address

===============================================================

WEEK 10

19
Other Sensual Poems: Read: Song (604);
The Flea (603); Elegy #19 (616);




The Indifferent (607)

Poems of Ideal Love: Valediction Forbidding Mourning (611) [This looks easy, but 

all these will require careful analysis]; The Sun Rising (606); The Good Morrow 

(603)


21
Poems of Ideal Love (continued)

Poems highlighting conflict of Ideal/Sensual Love: Read: The Ecstasy (612); Canonization 
(607)

Holy Sonnets: (Unlikely to get this far)   



           

Holy Sonnets: Read: #10 (623), #14 (624). 



Conclude Donne.


23
17th Century Lyric Poetry: 



Introduction to Herbert: Read: 659-60: Introduction to Jonson: Read: 638-40.



Herbert:  Read: “Easter Wings” (661); “Pulley” (663); “Collar” (662)



Jonson: Read:  “On My First Daughter” (640); “On My First Son” (641)

WEEK 11


26
SPRING BREAK


28
SPRING BREAK


30
SPRING BREAK

WEEK 12

APR
 2
Herrick and Marvell: Carpe Diem form;



Read Introduction to Herrick: 665-66; Read Introduction to Marvell: 675-77.



Herrick: Read: Delight in Disorder (667), Corinna's Going A Maying (667), To The 



Virgins (669) 

         
Marvell: Read: To His Coy Mistress (677).


 4
John Milton Introduction: Read: 693-96

Milton: Sonnets: Read: On the Late Massacre (722); When I Consider (722).

Paradise Lost: Abrams: Introduction: Read: 723- 24.



Paradise Lost: Read: “The Verse” and BOOK I  (725 - 43)

 Topics: 
The Epic: Conventions and Innovations




The Fall: Character and the Choice

Christian and Pagan: Imagery/Allusions






The New Epic Hero: To Obey


 6
GOOD FRIDAY NO CLASSES

WEEK 13


 9 
Read: Paradise Lost: Books II and III (743-78)

11
Paradise Lost: Portions of Books IV, VII.  



Read: Book IV (778 – 92) (ll. 1 – 688)  -- so you end in the middle of the book. 



NO need to Read: Books V and VI are the Revolt in Heaven (not assigned)



NO need to Read: Book VII is Creation of Earth (not assigned)




Read: Book VIII: Creation of Eve: 805 – 11 (ll. 357 – end).  I am putting you right in 



the middle of a scene where Adam relates to the Archangel Raphael a 





conversation he had with God just before Eve was created—if you have 




trouble following this, go back to the Summary on 802 and read from 





there to pick up the context


13
Read: Paradise Lost: Book XII: (811 – 35).

Render into prose the various arguments of Satan and Eve as Satan tempts her in the gardenas well as Adam’s justification for what he chooses.  

. 



Render into prose the argument the “happy couple” has when they wake with 



hangovers.

WEEK 14


16
Finish Milton’s Paradise Lost
THE RESTORATION AND 18TH CENTURY


18
Swift: Introduction: Read: 971 - 73

Read: “A Modest Proposal”: Read: 1114-1119


Topic: Irony and Satire (esp. the satiric persona)


20
Gulliver’s Travels: Introduction:  Read: 974 - 76; Swift’s frame: Read: 976 – 79 “From 



Gulliver’s Travels” – “A Letter” and “The Publisher to the Reader”



Read: Part I: A Voyage to Lilliput: 979 – 1016




Topics: Objects of satire in GT Book 1.

WEEK 15


23
Gulliver’s Travels: Read: Part 2: A Voyage to Brobdingnag: 1016 - 56    



Topics: Objects of satire in GT Book 2.  How different from Book 1?  Why big 




instead of little?

25
Gulliver’s Travels: Read: Part 3: A Voyage to Laputa, Balnibarbi, Glubbdubdrib, 




Luggnagg, and Japan: Excerpts: 1056-69

27
Gulliver’s Travels: Part 4: A Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms: 1069-1113
WEEK 16


30
Alexander Pope & the 18th Century Enlightenment: Introduction to Pope: 1120-23



Read: “Essay on Man”: 1155 – 61 

MAY 2
Read: “The Rape of the Lock”: 1136-55


 4
Distribute Potential Questions for Examination



Paper Due 

===============================================================

Final Examination: 2 Hour Exam: Comprehensive.  

