Chaminade University of Honolulu

COM 274: Writing for Mass Communication

SPRING 2007 - SYLLABUS
M-W-F 1:00 pm – 1:50 pm
Instructor: Ed Nishioka, M.A.
Contact: 382-1045

ed@elifehawaii.com
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:  
Stovall, James G. Writing for the Mass Media, Sixth edition. Allyn & Bacon,  2006.

Associated Press. AP Style Guide. 2004

Course Description:  Learn, develop and understand the writing skills that are used in the fields of advertising, broadcasting, journalism and public relations. Law and ethics in determining news values, gathering information and communicating clearly and accurately for mass audiences will also be examined. Grammar and Associated Press style are emphasized. Prerequisite: EN 102.

CLASS SCHEDULE




READING/ASSIGNMENT
January 17  – First Day of Class
WEEK 1 – January 22 - 26



CHAPTER 1/BIOGRAPHY
WEEK 2 – January 29 – Feb. 2


CHAPTER 2/QUIZ
WEEK 3 – February 5 – 9*




WEEK 4 – February 12 - 16



CHAPTER 3/ AP STYLE
WEEK 5 – February 19 – 23



CHAPTER 4/QUIZ
February 19 (NO CLASS – President’s Day)

WEEK 6 – February 26 – March 2


CHAPTER 5/NEWSPAPER
WEEK 7 – March 5 - 9



MIDTERM
WEEK 8 – March 12 – 16



CHAPTER 6/WEBSITE


WEEK 9 – March 19 - 23



CHAPTER 7/QUIZ/TV/RADIO
WEEK 10 – March 26 – 30 (Spring Break)


WEEK 11 – April 2 – 6



CHAPTER 8/AD COPY
April 6 (NO CLASS Good Friday)

WEEK 12 – April 9 - 13



CHAPTER 9/QUIZ/PR
WEEK 13 – April 16 – 20



CHAPTER 10/LAW
WEEK 14 – April 23 - 27




WEEK 15 – April 30 – May 4


REVIEW FINAL
May 4 - Last day of class




FINAL TO BE ANNOUNCED

* SOME CLASS TIME WILL BE EXCHANGED FOR A COUPLE FIELD TRIPS AND OUT OF CLASS WORK.
CLASS OVERVIEW: Class with focus on lecture, group discussion, guest speakers, field trips and writing projects.  Class attendance will factor into final grade as it will influence your class participation.

GRADING:  Grading will be based on class attendance, test and quiz scores, class participation and class project.

	Assignment/Tests
	Points

	Quizzes (4)
	40

	MIDTERM
	100

	FINAL
	100

	Biography
	50

	AP Style
	50

	Newspaper Article
	50

	Website
	50

	TV/Radio
	50

	PR
	50

	Law
	50

	Participation/Attendance
	10

	TOTAL POINTS
	600


PAPERS:  Criteria for reports will be passed out prior to assignment due date.  Papers will be graded on clarity of ideas presented, research, grammar and following specified criteria.  Papers that are turned in late will be penalized.

QUIZZES:   Quizzes will consist of multiple choice, true/false and short answers.  There will be a short quiz review the class prior to the quiz (don’t miss this class).

MIDTERM/FINAL:  There will be a review for each midterm and final.  The Midterm and Final will contain questions on all chapters and information discussed to that point in class.  Final is not cumalative. 
ATTENDANCE:  Attending class is mandatory.  Excessive absences could influence your grade.  Unexcused absences will count heavily against you if you are on the border line of the next highest grade.
