CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

Spring 2007 

DISTANCE LEARNING COURSE

Course Information:
ED 460 Introduction to Special Education

Instructor Information:  

Instructor: Josetta Foto, M.S. Ed.

E-mail:  josetta.foto@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Site/Hours:  Online

Credit Hours:  3 credits

Prerequisite:  None

Course Description:  This course is designed to assist students in acquiring an understanding of children with special needs who are served jointly by special and general education through mainstreaming or inclusion or by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 through general education and other programs available at the school.  It will include knowledge of concepts, research, and practical applications of instructional strategies to meet the needs of these children. 

Location:  http://webct.chaminade.edu
Time: Time is flexible since it is held online. The week begins and ends on Mondays. Weekly Discussions are due on Saturdays by 12:00 noon. Two responses to your peers are due by Sunday 11:30 pm. Other assignments are due on the Friday of each week range.  Please see “class schedule” section and e-mail any questions to me.  
Teaching strategies: Class sessions will include a variety of instructional methodologies, including; discussions, individual activities, and multi-media. 

Text:  Smith, Deborah. (2007) Introduction to Special Education: Making a Difference.  (6th ed.), Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Course Goals & Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the models, theories, philosophies and history that provide the basis for special education practice.  Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 1.K.1

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers, other professionals and schools as they relate to individuals with disabilities.  CEC 1.K.5, 7.K.4; Hawaii Teachers Standards Board (HTSB) 1A, B, & F.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of different areas of exceptionality such as: mental retardation, speech language impairments, specific learning disabilities, giftedness, behavior disorders/emotional disturbance, attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity, as well as many others.  CEC 1.K.2, 2.K.1&2; HTSB 1F, 3D

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the array of services available in special education and gain an understanding of how the concepts of least restrictive environment (LRE) interfaces with this array of services.  CEC 1.K.4

5. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the components of an individualized educations plan (IEP) and how it relates to an individualized family service plan (IFSP) and a modification plan (MP).  The focus will be on the roles of the general and special education teachers in the IEP process.  CEC 1.K.4; HTSB 1A, B & F, 3B,C, & D

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the issues of mainstreaming, integration and inclusion as they relate to the delivery of special education.  CEC.2.K.4 & 7

7. Students will become familiar with multicultural and bilingual special education and the issues in this field.  CEC 1.K.3 & 2.K.5; HTSB 3B, D & E; 4 E & F

8. Students will observe in person and on video individuals with different exceptionalities and note differences in communication patterns. CEC 2.K.3

Basic Course Information: 
· Your course is located at http://webct.chaminade.edu.  Choose “Login to my WebCT.”  Enter your login (e.g. jdoe) and enter your password (chaminade).  Please change your password as soon as possible after you log in.  The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. 
·  If you have technical questions, contact jnakson@chaminade.edu
· This course is organized into 10 sessions.  Participants should plan to spend approximately 4.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the text, using multi-media resources and reflecting about the course concepts.
Course Standards:

During this course the students are expected to achieve the learning outcomes.  Assessments and grades are dependent upon achievement of these outcomes.  Time management is very crucial for an online course.  It is your responsibility to complete all assignments and remain prepared.  Take an active role in your own learning. 
Assignments should be prepared professionally.  Honesty, ethical behavior and academic integrity are expected.  All assignments MUST be your own work.  All words/ideas that are not your own should be cited properly.  Your work should not be a regurgitation of facts.  Synthesize ideas, analyze your readings and communicate effectively.  Plagiarism will cause a failing grade. 

NO late assignments will be accepted in this course unless you have made PRIOR arrangements with me.  You may contact me via e-mail if there are any problems.  E-mails regarding late assignments will not be accepted less than one day prior to the due date.  

Course Assignments: 

Remember: assignments are the means for assessment and communication in an online course.  
Weekly Discussions (20 points)
Each week two discussion items will be posted on WebCT.  You are to respond by explaining your opinion on both topics for each week.  Refer to your course objectives when writing and relate each response to at least one objective.  For each personal response (2 per week) there is a 200 word minimum and a 300 word maximum.  Each is worth 1 point (2 points total per week).  
Choose your words well and summarize important ideas.  
Weekly Peer Responses (10 points) 

Two (2) reactions to your peers’ writings will be required each week as well.  This will provide discussion and interchange of ideas.  This is a chance to agree or disagree with your peers’ and provide evidence/reasons for your thoughts.  For each peer reaction, there is a 100 word minimum and a 200 word maximum.  They will each be worth .5 point (1 point total per week).  
Choose your words well and summarize important ideas. 
Review of Literature (25 points)

Throughout the course a number of disabilities and special education topics will be discussed. Each student will choose a special education topic of particular interest and research this topic in order to gain better understanding.  The topic must be one that was discussed throughout the course.  Research must include (but is not limited to) three (3) peer-reviewed journal articles on the topic at hand.  
This paper should be in APA format and a works cited page should be included.  

Organization should be as follows:

· Introduction: should provide sufficient background on topic, previewing major points

· Body: central theme/purpose should be clear and structure should be easy to follow and logical.  THEME SHOULD BE SUPPORTED BY LITERATURE

· Conclusion: should follow logically from the body of the paper and summarize the main idea 

For this paper the minimum is 750 words and the maximum is 1000 words. 

Observation Journal & Essay (15 points)

During week four (4) of the course, an electronic observation journal will be submitted.  This journal should consist of observations of one (1) child with a disability in your classroom setting.  The observations should be consistent and daily over the course of one week (5 consecutive days).  Be sure that the observations you are recording are objective, rather than subjective (ex: “the child is smiling a lot” is an objective observation because it is something that we can see while “the child is happy” is a subjective observation because it is an assumption).  Notice physical behaviors, oral communication, listening skills, ability to follow routines, etc.  Observations should be recorded by means of a bulleted list.  This list should be handed in with a 500 – 750 word essay.  The essay should describe your observations, explain how the observations reflect the student’s disability, and express strategies or techniques that you plan on using with this child. 
Multi-Media (20 points)

There are 4 weeks where you will be required to choose one of two movies to watch. Each film will be related to a classroom setting, a disability, or both.  The response should explain key components of the movie, relationship to the assigned chapters, and implications for the classroom setting.  You should be able to explain how you can transfer anything learned to your classroom setting.  Reactions to the films will be required to be posted on WebCT.  Each reaction should be 250 – 350 words in length (5 points each).
Final Examination (10 points)

The final examination will be in the form of an essay.  The topic will be posted one week prior to due date.  
Grading Criteria:

Students will be evaluated according to their compliance with the criteria mentioned in the course standards (above) as well as the following:

- Written work should include:

· content development

· higher-order thinking

· organization

· style/mechanics

· proper grammar/punctuation/spelling

· readability/style

- Assignments must be handed in on time.  Missing work will receive a point value of “zero.”  Late assignments will cause a decrease in grade for each day late, unless other arrangements have been discussed.  
- Papers must be written in APA style, including the reference page.  

- Assignments should be typed in TIMES NEW ROMAN font, size 12.  They should also be double-spaced. 
Grading Scale (how points equate to grades):

	90 +
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79
	C

	60-69
	D

	< 60
	F


Grading Rubric (point value break-down for this class):

	Assignment
	Point Value 
	Due  
	Points Earned

	Discussions & Reactions (30)
	
	
	

	     Disabilities & IEPs 
	3
	W1
	

	     Cultural & Linguistic Diversity
	3
	W2
	

	     Speech/Language Impairments
	3
	W3
	

	     Learning Disabilities
	3
	W4
	

	     ADHD 
	3
	W5
	

	     Mental Retardation     
	3
	W6
	

	     Physical or Health Disabilities &
     Autism Spectrum Disorders
	3
	W7
	

	     Emotional or Behavioral

     Disorders
	3
	W8
	

	     Deaf & Hard of Hearing &
     Low Vision & Blindness
	3
	W9
	

	     Very Low Incidence Disabilities

     & Gifted & Talent Development
	3
	W10
	

	Observation Journal & Essay (15)
	
	
	

	     Observation Lists (5@1pt. ea.)
	5
	W4
	

	      Essay
	10
	W4
	

	Review of Literature (25)
	
	
	

	     Reference List     
	3
	W5
	

	     Research Paper
	22
	W9
	

	Multi-Media (20)
	
	
	

	     Video 1 & Response
	
	W2
	

	     Video 2 & Response
	
	W6
	

	     Video 3 & Response
	
	W7
	

	     Video 4 & Response
	
	W8
	

	Final Essay 
	10
	W10
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Points:
	100
	
	


Course Schedule:
Week 1 (1/8-1/15):

Reading: Chapter 1: Disabilities & Special Education: Making a Difference

                Chapter 2: Individualized Special Education Programs

Online Discussions: 
a) Describe one of the federal laws discussed in the reading.  Explain both positive and negative impacts that this law may have on the classroom/school setting. 

b) Individualized Education Plans are developed by each “team” to specifically address the needs of the individual child.  These IEPs must, however, also be standards-based.  What are some of the positive and negative implications for having individualized education that is also standards-based?
Other Assignments: Use the discussion board to introduce yourself to the class.  This should only be a few sentences and will not be graded.  It is to allow for us to get to get to know the others in the class.  I have already included my own introduction.

Week 2 (1/15-1/22):

Reading: Chapter 3: Cultural & Linguistic Diversity

Online Discussions:

a) As a teacher, what techniques/activities will/do you integrate into the curriculum in order to provide multicultural education?  

b) In Hawaii there are many culturally and linguistically diverse students in the classroom settings.  How do you think this differs throughout the United States?  Are the same cultures/languages prominent?  If you were to move, how would you learn about these other cultures?
Other Assignments: Watch one of the following; “Lean on Me” or “Stand and Deliver.”  Post a response to the movie (by Friday 1/19).  The response should explain key components of the movie, relationship to the assigned chapter(s), and implications for the classroom setting. 
THINK ABOUT OBSERVATIONS – PROJECT DUE IN WEEK 4
Week 3 (1/22-1/29): 
Reading: Chapter 4: Speech or Language Impairments

Online Discussions: 
a) Explain speech impairments and language impairments.  Discuss the teacher’s role in language development, including remediation that can be used in the classroom.  
b) Discuss the importance of collaboration between teachers and an SLP.  How could collaboration (or lack thereof) have an effect on language development?

Other Assignments: Your observations should be taking place.  The completed electronic journal and essay are due the Friday of W4.  REMEMBER: you need 5 consecutive days of observations for your journal. 
Week 4 (1/29-2/5):

Reading: Chapter 5: Learning Disabilities

Online Discussions:

a) Explain key features of a learning disability, as well as the different types.
b) What are accommodations that can be made for a student with a learning disability in the general education/inclusive setting?

Other Assignments: Observation Journal & Essay due (Friday 2/2). Please send via e-mail.  BEGIN THINKING ABOUT RESEARCH – TOPIC AND RESOURCE PAGE DUE W5

Week 5 (2/5-2/12):
Reading: Chapter 6: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Online Discussions:

a) ADHD is often treated medically.  Controversy exists with regards to this issue.  Express your opinion of using medication as a treatment for ADHD, as well as the positive and negative aspects that you have seen/read about.
b) Explain ONE accommodation and/or classroom intervention used for a student with ADHD.  Include detailed description of how this accommodation/intervention provides benefits for learning.  Have you seen or tried this in your class?  What results have you seen?

Other Assignments: An e-mail must be sent to me by Friday February 9.  This e-mail should include the topic for your research paper, as well as your reference page (3 sources or more).  Your topic should be related to one of the disabilities that has been/will be discussed in the class.  The reference list should be in APA format, and the articles must be peer-reviewed.  See “class assignments” section for further details.  
Week 6 (2/12-2/19):
Reading: Chapter 8: Mental Retardation

Online Discussions: 

a) If teaching a classroom that includes some children with learning disabilities and some low-functioning children with mental retardation, how would you integrate the teaching of adaptive skills without making the curriculum too easy for the high-functioning students? 
b) A significant percentage of students with mental retardation are taking the state- and district-wide tests with accommodations/modifications, as well as spending most of their time in the general education setting.  In your opinion; is this type of instruction/evaluation more/less beneficial than that of alternate assessments and special education classrooms?  Validate your argument using details.  

Other Assignments: Watch one of the following; “The Other Sister” or “What’s Eating Gilbert Grape.”  Post a response to the movie (by Friday 2/16).  The response should explain key components of the movie, relationship to the assigned chapter(s), and implications for the classroom setting. 

Week 7 (2/19-2/26):

Reading: Chapter 9: Physical and Health Disabilities

               Chapter 12: Autism Spectrum Disorders

Online Discussions: 

a) Explain the classification and organization of physical or health disabilities.  
b) Identify a characteristic of autism and describe, in detail, one way that the learning environment can be arranged so that a child with this characteristic can benefit from instruction.  

Other Assignments:  Watch one of the following; “Mask” or “Rainman.”  Post a response to the movie (by Friday 2/23).  The response should explain key components of the movie, relationship to the assigned chapter(s), and implications for the classroom setting.
Week 8 (2/26-3/5):

Reading: Chapter 7: Emotional or Behavioral Disorders

Online Discussions:

a) Why do you think there are unclear definitions for identification of emotional and social disorders?  How does this effect special education services?
b) Compare and contrast a functional behavioral assessment and a behavioral intervention plan.  Why are intervention plans included in IDEA?

Other Assignments: Watch one of the following; “Girl Interrupted” or “A Beautiful Mind.”  Post a response to the movie (by Friday 3/2).  The response should explain key components of the movie, relationship to the assigned chapter(s), and implications for the classroom setting.

Week 9 (3/5-3/12):
Reading: Chapter 10: Deaf and Hard of Hearing

                Chapter 11: Low Vision and Blindness

Online Discussions:

a) Explain Deaf culture and describe its importance to those who are deaf.  What implications do you think this may have for the educational setting?
b) Name and describe two long-term curriculum targets for students with visual disabilities.  Explain the importance of these targets. 

Other Assignments: Review of Literature due on Friday 3/9.  This is the complete paper.  It should be e-mailed to me.  For more details, please see the “class assignment” section.  

Week 10 (3/12-3/19): 
Reading: Chapter 13: Very Low Incidence Disabilities: Multiple-Severe Disabilities, 

                                   Deaf-Blindness and Traumatic Brain Injury

                Chapter 14: Giftedness and Talent Development

Online Discussions: 

a) Give an example of a type of alternate assessment that can be used.  Explain what this assessment entails and how it shows student growth.
b) Compare and contrast enrichment vs. acceleration as approaches to gifted education.  Have you had experiences using either?  Which (if any) do you prefer?  Why?

Other Assignments: Final Essay due by Friday March 16.  Topic will be posted on WebCT one week prior to due date.  It should be e-mailed to me.  
