CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 613 CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

WINTER 2007

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Dr. Margaret Mize
mmize@chaminade.edu
808-739-4613


	OFFICE HOURS 


	Brogan Hall #116, Monday and Thursday, 9-11:30 and by appointment


	TIME and LOCATION

	Brogan Hall #101, Tuesday, January 9-March 13, 2007   5:30-9:30pm


	TEXT
	Huck, C., Kiefer, B. (2004). Children’s literature in the elementary 
     school. 8th ed. Boston: McGraw Hill.  ISBN 0-007-256281-1



	CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
	The goal of this course is to create an enthusiastic appreciation of Children’s Literature and to develop competence in selecting, evaluating and using literature written for children and adolescents. 


	PROGRAM
OUTCOMES
	The successful candidate designs meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, students, learner outcomes pedagogy and assessment.


	LEARNING
OUTCOMES
	1. Students will read and respond to a wide variety of books from different genres written for children from birth through adolescence. (Hawaii Teachers Standards Board, 1.B, 2.D, 10.A)
2. Students will apply appropriate criteria for selecting and evaluating quality books for children and adolescents(1.E, 4.C, 9.C)
3. Students will evaluate and create uses for trade books as they relate to the developmental needs, reading interests and abilities of children at different ages. (1.E, 2.A, 4.E)
4. Students will develop an appreciation of the value of children’s literature and its effective use in the school curriculum. ( 2.E, 2.F, 6.B, 10.E)
5. Students will become knowledgeable of issues and trends in children’s literature, particularly multicultural picture books, poetry, fiction and nonfiction. (3.B, 5.A)
6. Students will become acquainted with journals, web sites, local resources and other professional materials relating to children’s literature. (5.A, 9.B)
7. Students will develop competence in using technology to research and create presentations on various aspects of children’s literature.  (4.H, 5.E, 9.G)


	 MISSION STATEMENT:
	Chaminade University offers its students an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.                                                                

  Five elements characterize the Marianist approach to education:

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral, quality education

· Educate in family spirit

· Educate for service, justice and peace

· Educate for adaptation and change



	 REQUIREMENTS:
                        Assignments
	Class attendance and participation
30%




Reading autobiography

  5%
Library assignment


10%

Website review


  5%
  

Author presentation


10%

Project presentation


15%

Book collection


25%




	Attendance
	Education Division policy requires that you attend each of the 10 class meetings. Class begins promptly at 5:30 pm. It is the student’s responsibility to explain unavoidable tardiness and absences as soon as possible. Points may be deducted from final grade for failure to comply. 


	Grading Scale
	A - 93-100%      B – 85-92%     C – 77-84% (not accepted for credit)


	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




	Wk.No.
	Date
	Presentations 
	Work in class
	Assignments 

	1
	1/9
	Using children’s literature in teaching  (Ch.13, p598)

	Forming a learning community. Syllabus review.

Overview of children’s lit.
	Write reading autobiography                                   Read Ch 1. 2 and 3
(Bring a favorite book to share)

	2
	1/16
	Begin author presentations
 
	 Chapter 1, What is Children’s Lit? Ch 2, Response & Ch 3, History & Trends.  WebCT.
	Read Ch 4, Books to Begin On
& Ch 5, Picture Books (Bring one to share)
Visit main public library

	3
	1/23
	Author presentations:

	Ch 4 (lower el group)
Ch 5 (upper el, sec. group)

Evaluating books by genre

Discuss library visit.


	Read Ch 6, Traditional Literature (Bring one, cont.)
Post a website review online.

	4
	1/30
	Author presentations:

	Traditional literature
Using drama as response

Readers’ Theater
	Read Ch 7, Modern Fantasy

Plan your project.

	5
	2/6
	Guest author of children’s books

	Fantasy and science fiction
Literature circles
	Read Ch 8, Poetry
(Conintue to bring one or more favorite poems or books)

	6
	2/13
	End author presentations:

	Poetry workshop
Reading aloud – how, why
	Read Ch 9, Contemporary Realistic Fiction

	7
	2/20
	Begin project presentations

	Realistic fiction

Sustained silent reading—how, why
	Read Ch 10, Historical Fiction
(Bring) Work on your book collection/file.

	8
	2/27
	Project presentations

	Importance of historical fiction in today’s classrooms
	Read Ch 11, Nonfiction or informational books (Bring)

	9
	2/6
	Project presentations

	Why and how to increase use and enjoyment of nonfiction
	Read Ch 12, Biography
(Bring)  Complete book file.

	10
	2/13
	Project presentations

	Biography as final genre to discuss and evaluate.
Course evaluations. Book file due by today.
	Keep reading and learning about wonderful books!



Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via our WebCT component.

NOTES ON COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Class Attendance and Participation (30%)

Please come prepared to participate by completing textbook reading and bringing appropriate books to share (see course outline and calendar for each week’s genre). Class begins promptly at 5:30 pm. It is the student’s responsibility to explain unavoidable tardiness and absences to the instructor. Points may be deducted from final grade.  
Reading Autobiography (5%)

To connect with your own childhood reading, write about your memories.  Starting with your first reading experiences (as early in your life as you can recall) and ending around age 14, what did you like or dislike? Do any books stand out in your memory? How did teachers or other people affect your reading interests and attitudes? Please write this as a personal narrative, 2-4 pages. Assessed with score from 1 to 10, with the highest score for content, original and insightful thinking, and quality of writing expected of graduate students. Due second class, January 16 (hard copy or email as attachment).
Website Review (5%)

Locate a website useful to the study and teaching of children’s literature. This can be one for use by teachers or by children; it can be a particular author’s homepage or a very general site with good resources. Post a brief description of the site, how it can be used, and share the URL with the class on the Discussion area titled Websites. NOTE: Please find alternates in case yours is already listed by a classmate; instructor will give suggestions. Compose your message with your name and website as subject (for example: “Eric’s Poetry for Teachers”).  The WebCT component of this course will be used as needed throughout the course.  A tutorial will be provided after the second class for those who are unfamiliar with online classes. Due by January 31st.

Library Assignment (10%)

Go to the Hawaii State Library (corner of Punchbowl and King; call 586-3500 for hours or check online at www.librarieshawaii.org). Be aware of parking problems and holiday closings! 
Tour the entire children’s section—from books for teens in the first room on the right as you enter, all the way down to the books for the youngest “readers” at the opposite end.  Notes on #1-5 due third class. 
1. Briefly describe the following:

a. Nene Award section  (annual state award)

b. Hawaiian books section

c. Newbery Award winners

d. Caldecott Award winners

2. Use the reference books located near the Children’s Desk (ask a librarian). Make brief notes on two of these books. One should be From A to Zoo and the second is your choice.
3. Locate and read some of the magazines for children, adolescents and teachers. (The library has over 20 different subscriptions.)  Note what you find worth remembering for future use.

4. Enjoy your time in this beautiful place!  Talk with the Children’s Librarians about additional resources (some are downstairs) and services. How could you use the library in your own teaching?

5. In what way was your visit to the library surprising, meaningful or memorable to you?

Author Presentation (10%)  

Select an author or illustrator whose work you admire. Prepare a 10-minute presentation for the class in which you share your enthusiasm, knowledge and books by your subject.  Begin second class, Jan. 16th.
Assessment:  

___/ 2   Well prepared on selected date.

___/ 2    Books available for class to see.

___/ 2    Knowledge of subject clearly shared.

___/ 2    Overall presentation

___/ 2    Reflection paper submitted the following week.

Book Collection – “Signature Assignment”  (25%)
Throughout the course, you will have the opportunity to read many children’s books. Most of these will be ones you choose yourself.  Record only those you really enjoyed reading and want to use in the future. Select good quality literature, using the textbook as one of your guides. Try to include classics, winners of major awards, and recently published books.  Your collection can be a notebook, file card collection or electronic.  Find a format that will be useful to you now and in future years. 

Assessment:  When you submit your collection of 32 books read at the end of the course, it will be evaluated with the scoring guide below. (30 points total)  Due in 9th class, March 6th.
___/3 
Required information (author/ illustrator, title, year published, age/grade, brief summary)

___/2  
Number and quality of curriculum applications (one or more ways to use the book in teaching)
___/1
 Overall appearance of your collection (electronic file, notebook or index cards)

___/2 
Organized in a way that will be useful to you.

___ /2
 Number of books read (at least 32)
___/2 
Quality of books selected (most should be listed in the index of our textbook plus Hawaiian)

___/8 
Two or more books from each of the 8 genres: 

· Realistic Fiction

· Historical Fiction

· Fantasy and Science Fiction

· Biography and Autobiography

· Nonfiction/informational

· Picture Books and Picture Story Books

· Poetry

· Traditional (Folk)

___/2 
Books for various ages included (birth to 14, with a focus on the age level you will teach)
___/2
Evidence of understanding genre
___/2
 Any “extras” included that will be useful in your teaching  

Project (15%)

 Select a project that will take you in a direction you choose and is congruent with the course goals and objectives. Sign up for a date to share with the class and submit a self-evaluation the following week (reasons for your choice, what you could have done differently in your planning or presenting, overall feeling about your work on this project). Here are some ideas for your project:
1. Service Learning – Spend 10 or more hours as literacy volunteer. This can be done through Candice Sakuda (csakuda@chaminade.edu). Share with the class what you learn about the reading preferences and interests of the child you work with. A special opportunity for this term only is volunteering as a reader for the either the first or fourth grade group at Palolo Elementary’s RAP (Read Aloud America) program,  6 Thursday evenings in Jan. and Feb.

   Training is provided. More details available.  Also, see www.readaloudamerica.org 
2. Annotated Bibliography – Select a theme, read (in addition to the required 32) and briefly summarize 10 or more books in a handout for the class. Possible themes could be children with disabilities, Hawaii and/or the Pacific Islands, multicultural books, depiction of minorities (including females) in children’s literature, interesting teachers in fiction.

3. Write a book – Create an original book for children or adolescents in any genre, using appropriate criteria from our textbook as a guide. Present the book to the class.

4. Translate a book – Find a book you think is worthy of translation into another language, such as Hawaiian.  Share your process and creation with the class.

5. Story telling – Plan a story telling experience for the class. 

6. Book awards – Write a 6-8 page paper on one of the main book awards given locally, nationally or internationally.  Learn about the history of the award, research one or more award recipients (reviews, acceptance speech, etc.), and make an informed prediction of the next winner of the award and explain your choice.
7. Your choice – with prior approval of instructor. Relate to course goal and learner outcomes.
Scoring Guide for Project:

___/5   Choice of project relates directly to course learning outcomes/objectives.

___/5   Originality, creativity and “new thinking” on selected topic

___/5    Presented to class in a timely, professional manner

___/5    Reflection paper submitted showing thought-processes, growth and personal    

 insights gained through the creation and sharing of your project.

Syllabus is open to change as needed. 
4

