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EN 102 30-2 Expository Writing

Course Syllabus

Chaminade University

Evening Program

Winter 2007

Location: Tripler

M & W 1730-1935 (5:30-7:35 PM)

Instructor: Bill Bauer

E-mail: william.bauer@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Course Description:

This course continues EN 101’s focus on argument as the cornerstone of academic writing, emphasizing organization, logical reasoning, and critical thinking. Students prepare a major argumentative research paper by locating and evaluating sources; summarizing, synthesizing, and incorporating them; and attributing ideas to their sources. EN 102 emphasizes writing skills that are applicable across the curriculum: summary, synthesis, critique, research, and the ability to use sources without plagiarizing.

Prerequisite: EN 101 grade of  “C' or better or placement.

Course Objectives:

Besides developing research, analysis, and writing skills necessary to prepare and complete documented essays, the student, by the end of the quarter, should be able to:

1) express a thesis statement clearly and succinctly.

2) limit a thesis and develop it adequately and logically.

3) organize and develop ideas by a variety of rhetorical methods.

4) write essays that maintain a clear focus and sustain their thesis statements.

5) write essays that demonstrate an understanding of the relationships among tone,               
audience, and purpose.

6) use transitions that make clear the relationships between ideas.

7) write essays that demonstrate an understanding of the emotive power of words and that 
employ appropriate diction and usage.

8) write effective introductions and conclusions.

9) write concisely and clearly.

10) write essays that employ a variety of sentence types and patterns.

11) write essays free of major problems in punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

12) use prewriting, outlining, and revising as part of the writing process.

13) practice critical reading:

     a) use vocabulary-decoding skills.

     b) analyze text elements.

     c) synthesize text elements.

     d) interpret and evaluate written messages.

     e) recognize patterns of organization at the paragraph, essay, and text level.

     f) recognize all the significant issues supporting a given thesis.

14) practice critical thinking:

     a) create an arguable proposition (conclusion) and supporting claims (premises).

     b) provide sound, cogent evidence for supporting claims.

     c) consider the strengths and weaknesses of the various positions that may be held on 
a given issue.

     d) recognize what assumptions may be made, given a particular audience, and what 
information should be made explicit.

     e) define terms adequately.

     f) see the difference between rational and irrational persuasive techniques.

     g) recognize the best uses of the rhetorical modes.

Required Textbooks:

Faigley, Lester (2006). The Brief Penguin Handbook (2nd ed.). New York: Pearson Longman.

Goshgarian, Gary (2005). The Contemporary Reader (8th ed). New York: Pearson Longman.

Required Materials:

A composition notebook for journal writing and in-class assignments

A college dictionary and thesaurus (strongly recommended) 

Access to a computer and printer

Access to an Internet connection for E-mail purposes and WebCT 

Course Policies:

Statement of Academic Honesty: Plagiarism and recycling of papers are unacceptable practices. Plagiarism is cheating and an academic offense; it includes buying papers, copying sections of papers, using entire papers, downloading and using papers from the internet, etc.  All work must be original—written for this course—and solely the work of the student. A student handing in an assignment that has been written in whole or in part by another person or which has been copied in whole or in part from a source or sources without proper documentation will automatically receive an "F" on the assignment and may fail the course with an F for academic dishonesty.
Attendance: Regular attendance is necessary for successful completion of this course, and in-class work cannot be made up. You are allowed three (3) absences. All additional unexcused absences will lower your final grade.  If you have more than nine (9) absences you may receive an F for the course. Missing a scheduled conference counts as an absence.
Promptness: Tardies do accumulate and hurt your final grade.
Participation: Being physically present is not enough to ensure you are meeting attendance criteria. At the minimum you must be awake and alert, have the appropriate text and assignments with you, and attend to what is going on in the class (i.e. actively participate in group discussions and workshops). If you are not in class, you will not be able to hear or participate in important lessons and you will fall behind.
Deadlines: Late assignments will be penalized, and an absence is not an excuse for turning in an assignment late. Late assignments will be reduced one grade for every day they are late. Thus, if an assignment is due on a Monday and you turn it in on a Tuesday, the highest grade you can expect is a B.  If the same assignment is turned in on Wednesday, C is the highest grade available, etc.  Saturdays and Sundays do count as days.  If you know that you will miss a class, make arrangements to turn assignments in early. If you are absent for a documentable reason (family emergency, illness) the day an assignment is due, you may be granted an extension if you ask for it and provide documentation. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless you are deployed.
Classroom decorum: Please turn off all cell phones, ipods, and other electronic devices upon entering the classroom. Laptops may only be used for taking notes. Treat the instructor and fellow students as you would want to be treated: listening with respect, using appropriate language, keeping your mind open to others’ ideas, trying to avoid pre-judging opinions that differ from your own.

Assignments:


The major focus of EN 102 is a 10-12 page argumentative research paper (minimum 3000 words) on a topic of your choosing under a particular theme that I will choose. You will use a variety of authoritative sources (at least 10, no more than 3 from the Internet) to present an original argument.  There will be multiple shorter assignments (process papers) that build up to this essay:


Topic Proposal with a Working Thesis and a Working Bibliography (at least 3 
sources)


Annotated Bibliography containing a summary and critique of each source 


Explanatory or Argument Synthesis of at least 4 sources (4-6 pages, with a Works 
Cited page)


Point Sentence Outline (preferable) or a Topic Outline (minimum)


Your final revised argumentative research paper will be submitted in a Portfolio at 
the end of the semester accompanied by all drafts.


Essays generally go through several drafts. I do not grade first drafts, but instead 
offer suggestions for revision and guideline evaluations (check plus equals strong 
work, check equals ok work, check minus equals weak work); and if you have not 
revised the draft in a significant way, your grade will be affected negatively.  Keep 
your drafts for inclusion in the portfolio.

In addition, most essays will be workshopped in class in groups of your peers 
before you turn it in. Participation in these workshops (bringing your draft and 


the feedback you give others) constitutes a portion of your grade. Workshops 
missed due to absences cannot be made up.


All essays, including drafts, must be typed (double spaced, 12 pt. font, Times 
New Roman, 1 inch margins) and adhere to MLA style documentation format.

· Additional writing assignments will include:


Summary and Critique


Annotated Bibliography


Synthesis Paper supported by at least 3 sources


Reflective Essay


Short reading responses and discussions will be posted to the WebCT (minimum 
250 words about 15 lines)


In-class writing and journal assignments

· All essays are subject to submission to www.Turnitin.com, which checks for originality of submissions.

Grading:

Assignment Values:

Class attendance and participation = 10%

Process Papers (20% of final grade):

     Topic Proposal = 5%

Annotated Bibliography = 10%

Point Sentence Outline = 5%

Portfolio (35% of final grade)


Final Argumentative Research Essay = 25%


Reflective Essay = 5%

· 
Revision of one of the essays from CR = 5%

Other Coursework (35% of final grade):

Summary & Critique = 5%

Synthesis Paper = 10%

Postings to WebCT = 5%

Final Exam = 5%

Workshop Participation (Peer Review) = 5%

Other assignments (In-class writing, quizzes, etc.) = 5%





100%

Grading scale: 
A--Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B--Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner

C--Average grade indicating competent grasp of the subject matter

D--Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite 
course work

F--Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

Additional grading rubrics for essays will be given as a handout.

Schedule of Major Weekly Assignments
Additional minor assignments and readings will be given as the semester progresses, and all specific daily assignments will be announced in class and/or posted to WebCT. Any changes to the syllabus will be given in class as a written addendum. This schedule is subject to change by instructor, and students are responsible for all announced/posted changes.

Note about the readings: Readings for each week should be completed before class on Monday of each week unless otherwise noted.

Week One (Jan. 8 & 10)

Focus: Introductions, Course Syllabus, What Is Good Writing, and Diagnostic Essay

Note: This reading is for Wed. 1/17
Reading: The Contemporary Reader (CR): Introduction pp. 1-42 

The Brief Penguin Handbook (BPH): Intro & Ch. 1

Writing: Diagnostic Essay, due no later than Sun. 1/14, post on WebCT
Discussion: Rhetorical situation

Homework: Reading for next week, post on WebCT: summary of handout and discussion from reading

Week Two (Jan. 15 & 17) Holiday: MLK Day Monday 1/15 No Class

Focus: Summary & Critique

Reading:  CR: pp. 293-297  & pp. 386-388

Discussion: from CR (Critical Reading) p. 298, post on WebCT your response from the reading—choose at least one number—should be at least 250 words or 15 lines (single-spaced)

Writing Assignment: due 1/17 CW (Critical Writing): p. 299, #8 (2-3 pages double-spaced)

Grammar/Punctuation Review

Homework: due 1/22 CW p.389, #8 (see above for length, most CW essays will be this length unless otherwise noted)

Week Three (Jan. 22 & 24)

Focus: Annotation

Reading: BPH, Part 3 Ch. 6,7, 9, 10 up to p. 133 & CR pp. 219-226 & pp. 354-361

Discussion: CR p. 227 and p. 362, post on WebCT

Writing Assignment: CW p.362 #12 due 1/29

Grammar/Punctuation Review

Homework: Read BPH, Part 5 Ch. 15, 16, 17, 18, & Part 6 Ch 21 and post to WebCT (before Monday 2/29) your idea of a topic for your argumentative research paper under the theme of Family (tentative)

Week Four (Jan. 29 & 31)

Focus: Researching—Sources and Documentation

PLEASE NOTE: CLASS WILL MEET AT SULLIVAN LIBRARY AT CHAMINADE MAIN CAMPUS AT 6 PM.
Reading: Besides the BPH homework from above, CR pp.210-217 

Discussion: from CR pp. 217-218, post on WebCT

Writing Assignment: due 1/31 Topic Proposal (summary) that includes a Working Thesis & Working Bibliography (at least 3 sources in MLA format)

Grammar/Punctuation Review

Homework: CW p. 218 # 9, 4-5 pages, use 3-4 sources with a Works Cited page 

Peer Review 2/5: Bring copies of your draft (at least two)

Week Five (Feb. 5 & 7) 

Focus: Thesis and Outline

Reading: BPH, Part 2, Ch. 3 & 4 and CR pp. 255-259

Discussion: CR pp.259-260, post on WebCT

Writing Assignment: Working Outline and Annotated Bibliography (2), due 2/7

Grammar/Punctuation Review

Homework: Final draft of Synthesis Paper, CW #9, due 2/12

Week Six (Feb. 12 & 14)

Focus: Avoiding Plagiarism

Reading: BPH, Part 5 Ch. 19 & 20 and CR pp. 529 (Viewpoints) -538

Discussion: CR p. 534 & p. 538, post on WebCT

Writing Assignment: Annotated Bibliography (2), due: 2/12 and CW p. 534 #11, due 2/14

Grammar/Punctuation Review

Homework: Bring two sources from your AB with annotations to class on 2/21 
Week Seven (Feb. 19 & 21) Holiday: Presidents’ Day Monday 2/19 No Class

Focus: Introductions and Conclusions

Reading: BPH, Part 2 Ch. 5 and handouts 

Discussion: Post on WebCT any concerns about research paper

Writing Assignment: Annotated Bibliography (2)—due: 2/21 and continue to work on rough draft

Grammar Punctuation Review

Homework: Bring rough draft of research paper (as many pages as you have written), due 2/26 Bring two copies for peer review
Week Eight (Feb. 26 & 28) 

Focus: Re-vision and Workshopping 

Discussion: Peer Review 2/26 

Writing Assignment: Continue to work on rough draft of research paper and Annotated Bibliography (2), due 2/28

Grammar Punctuation Review

Conference on rough draft

Homework: Bring second draft with Works Cited page for peer review, due 3/5

Bring two copies for peer review
Week Nine (Mar. 5 & 7)

Focus: Workshopping and Conferences

Discussion: Peer Review: Bring copies of your second draft 3/5

Conference on second draft 3/7

Writing Assignment: Revision of your second draft

Week Ten (Mar. 12 & 14)

Focus: Portfolio and Final

Conference on portfolio 3/12

Writing Assignment: Portfolio due 3/14: includes all drafts of research paper and final outline plus one redo paper on any assignment for a better grade and reflective essay on the overall course

Final Exam:  Monday, March 19

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT: LOSING IT OR NOT READING IT ARE NOT EXCUSES FOR NOT KNOWING WHAT’S IN IT!
