RE#607  JESUS IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS         MPT/MAPL  -  Winter Evening 2007
Instructor:  D. Anderson           (Chaminade Office:  Henry 206-P /735-4867 / Home:  9478922) 
[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]   

         Tuesdays:  1/9 thru 3/13 - 5:30-9:40pm
Catalogue:  This course will work through a general survey of Matthew, Mark, and Luke-Acts. Students will examine the particular religious issues, cultural background and needs of the different communities from which these Gospels were written.  The study will enable the student to understand the distinct theological vision of the synoptic gospels and Acts.
GOAL
To provide insight into and invite appreciation for the person and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth

as presented in the Synoptic Gospels.  The course will accentuate both traditional as well as

unconventional aspects of the historical Jesus, herald and personification of the messianic

kingdom.  Detailed consideration will be given to synoptic gospel themes and structures, 
as well as to comparative analysis of texts and authors.  Some consideration will also be given 

to the Jesus testimony found in Acts, as well as to a synoptic contrast with the Gospel of John.

The course will be based on the exegetical findings of contemporary biblical scholars employing the modern historical-critical method, and will highlight essential components of New Testament 
theology and spirituality relevant to our arena of study.
Objectives

1) to trace the life and career of that man from Galilee, highlighting the essential gospel themes  

    and values that reflect his character and mission 
2) to validate the historical and theological viability of the Synoptic Gospels and the Acts of
    the Apostles as effective tools for Jesus remembrance and research

3) to introduce the world of contemporary biblical scholarship concerning Jesus of Nazareth

    as presented in scholarly texts and articles, theatrical and visual art formats
4) to examine and contrast the variant social settings and circumstances of the synoptic compositions,

    with a view toward both their regional and universal application  
5) to submit these ancient texts to the test of faith, that is, by using existential methodology to test
    the gospels’ capacity to lead people of another time and place to draw near to the person and

    practice of Jesus 
Requirements

1) presence and participation in the class sessions scheduled for this course of study
2) reading of assigned materials in preparation for class presentations and discussion
3) satisfactory completion of course projects and exams
Recommendations

1) detailed note taking during class sessions and underlining of assigned reading materials
2) reading and research of other materials relevant to the course of study
3) articulation of critical questions and comments relevant to the weekly agenda in class gatherings
Grading

20 % class presence & participation

35 % course paper
25 % mid-course exam


20 % final exam

Session
Date
    Class Material & Reading Assignments
      I.

  1/9
    Introduction to the Gospel / the Synoptic Gospels & Luke-Acts
                                        [Borg: 1-76 / Nickle:  1-43 / Malina:  1-17]
     II.      
 1/16
    Theological Overview of the Jesus of History

[Borg:  77-136 / Nickle:  45-62]
III. 1/23
    Jesus & The Gospel of Mark

[Borg:  137-190 / Nickle:  63-102 / Malina:  143-220]
IV. 1/30
    Jesus & The Gospel of Matthew (I)
    [Borg:  191-260 / Nickle:  103-133 / Malina:  19-142]
V. 2/6  
    Jesus & The Gospel of Matthew (II)

 


    Course Review &  Discussion
    VI.

 2/13
    Mid-Course Exam



    Film

   VII.

 2/20
    Jesus & The Gospel of Luke-Acts (I)



    [Borg:  261-311 / Nickle:  135-163 / Malina:  221-324]
  VIII.               2/27
    Jesus & The Gospel of Luke-Acts (II)



    [handout articles]
    IX.

  3/6
    Discussion on Reading Scenarios



    [Malina:  325-425]

    X.                 3/13
   Student Commentaries on Course-Paper Topics

Final Exam & Course Evaluation



_______________
Course Texts:  Jesus (Uncovering the Life, Teachings, and Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary)

--by Marcus Borg (HarperSanFrancisco, 2006)

The Synoptic Gospels (An Introduction)

--by Keith Nickle (Westminster / John Knox Press, 2001)

Social Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels


--by Bruce Malina & Richard Rohrbaugh (Fortress Press, 2003)
Course Paper:  Each student is to submit an 8-10 page paper on a selected theme relevant to our

study of the Synoptic Gospels and/or the Acts of the Apostles.  The paper should 

be typed in a doubled-spaced format to be submitted no later than the last class.


The theme does not have to be approved.  The paper should have two parts:

1) Exegetical-Theological:  what biblical scholars / theologians are saying 
      about the themes or texts that comprise the substance of the paper 

2) Spiritual-Personal:  what significance do you attach to the theme or texts
presented in your paper - either in reference to yourself, the church or the world. 
