RE#503  Foundations in Historical Theology
         MPT/MAPL – Winter Evening 2007

Instructor:  David Anderson (home:  947-8922)               Humanities;  Henry 206 – P / 735-4867
[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]

          Internet Course:  Web Ct / 6 units  –  1 credit
Goal:  The student is to explore the major historical moments and movements within the history

of Christianity, with specific attention given to the theological ideas and writings relevant
to the periods under study.  The student will gain familiarity with the major theological
voices of each era as they sought to shape the major components of the Christian faith

both in terms of understanding and practice.  The vital theological periods of church

history provide the student with a rich legacy that will serve as an essential foundation

for advanced comprehension and articulation  of the church’s contemporary theological

endeavors.

Course Objectives
1) to introduce the student to the major periods of church history and the theological ideas

    that emerged therein and preoccupied church theologians throughout successive periods

2) to present the major voices of theology in their respective historical moments, attending 

    to both primary and secondary theological writings

3) to register the impact that different theological ideas and movements had upon both church

    and society in their time and beyond

4) to foster recognition of the major personalities of each period, the ideas and/or works

    associated with them, and the place of their contribution in the on-going development of 

    the Christian faith

5) to lay that essential historical foundation needed for future theological study and to provide

    an overview of Christian history encompassing both religious and secular realities
Course Outline
Unit I       Introduction & The Patristic Period  [Text pgs 1-93]

Unit II     The Middle Ages & the Renaissance  [Text pgs 94-155]

Unit III    The Reformation & Post-Reformation Periods  [Text pgs 156-213]

Unit IV    The Modern Period I  [Text pgs 214-270]

Unit V
    The Modern Period II [Text pgs 271-341]
  
Unit VI    Conclusion
* for each unit, questions will be placed on the course website inviting your response 
Course Text:  Historical Theology (An Introduction to the History of Christian Thought)
                        by Alister McGrath – Oxford, UK:  Blackwell Publishing Company, 1998.
Student Course Work

1) complete the text readings for each week 
2) post on-line timely responses to the assigned readings & questions with questions or comments
3) submission of two 5 page papers at the end of the course on any two topics relevant to the
    course of study which you judged to be critical to the history of Christian theology 
