RE 610 – Introduction to the Old Testament
Professor:  Peter Steiger, Ph.D.





Fall 2006
Office Hours:  MWF 10-12noon, or by appt.



Henry 206N
Email:  psteiger@chaminade.edu





Phone: 808-440-4212
Course Description:
This course presents an overview of the major texts and themes in the Old Testament with a focus on the themes of covenant, election and salvation.  While it will invite the students to explore the Old Testament from a Christian perspective, it will challenge them to understand it in its original context.

Required Texts:
Bible (New American or New Revised Standard Version is recommended translation)

Lawrence Boadt.  Reading the Old Testament:  An Introduction.  Paulist Press, New York:  1984.
Brevard S. Childs.  Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture.  Fortress Press, Philadelphia:  1979.

Recommended Text:
Daniel J. Harrington, S.J.  How Do Catholics Read the Bible?  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers:  2005
Course Objectives:

The principal objective of this course is for the student to become familiar with the Old Testament, the scriptures of the Hebrew/Jewish and Christian people.  It will provide the student with a foundational understanding of the Old Testament in its original context and in its application and interpretation by the Christian community.  Special attention will be given to identification and differentiation of various literary genres found in the Old Testament and to key themes prevalent in Old Testament theology such as creation, covenant, salvation and liberation, election and prophecy.  The student will also begin to appreciate the significant advantages and disadvantages to the various methods of scriptural interpretation and endeavor to utilize these methods in their own research.
Methodology:


Each week, we will meet for a seminar where we will discuss the readings assigned for consideration.  You will be expected to prepare the study question for these readings for discussion in class.  I may lecture briefly but will also bring a few questions to stimulate our discussions; the hope is that you will begin to direct the seminar through your own reading and reflection.  Each class will be divided by a ten minute break so that our meetings will consist of two sessions.  Sessions may be either lecture or discussion. 
Course Assessment:


Three assessment tools will be used in this course:  

1.  Class participation measured by preparation of “Study Questions” at end of each chapter in ROT and ability to contribute to discussion of assigned readings in class seminar.  (100 points)
2.  A final examination given as a take home reflection on a selected theme in the Old Testament, distributed last day of class and due on Dec. 15, 2006.  (100 points)
3.   A final research paper of 8-12 pages which will illustrate significant use of the tools of biblical research in interpreting your chosen passage graded on a 100 point scale.  You must submit an abstract of your proposed research at our seventh meeting on November 15, 2006.  I will provide guidance on research at your request.  Guidelines for the final paper will be provided on October 18, 2006.
