History/Political Science 324—Modern European History, Politics and Culture
Chaminade University

Winter 2007
Tuesdays at Tripler
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”









—George Santayana

“The past resembles the future as water resembles water.”









—Ibn Khaldun

Jennifer Tope

Phone:  316-361-0203 PLEASE CALL ONLY BETWEEN 9:00AM-8:00PM

Email: jennifer.tope@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

Office hours:  By appointment 

Required Textbook:  A History of Modern Europe: From the French Revolution to the Present by John Merriman
Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level history course.

Course Objectives:  The student will gain general knowledge of modern European history.  The student will improve writing and analytical skills through the study of history.  The student will gain a better understanding of current world events.  
Course Description:  Europe from 1815 to the present gained global hegemony and then lost it after World War II. Analyzes developments leading to the world wars and the Cold War, the rise of the European Common Market, and the collapse of communist regimes in Eastern Europe.

Evaluation:  

30%
Final Exam

20%
Mid-term Exam

20% 
Quizzes

20%
6-8 page paper—topic is student’s choice

5%
Two page report on book from book list

5%
Attendance and participation

Note on Attendance and class participation:  Attendance is mandatory and is very important—most students will find it impossible to do well in this class without regular attendance and participation.  If you miss class, you are still responsible for the material or any announcements—the teacher can not be responsible for anything you may have missed.  It is your responsibility to contact the professor if you would like to know what you may have missed in class or need any assistance.  You will be marked down for excessive absences/non-participation in class.  

Course Outline and assignments—lecture schedule is subject to minor changes 
Class 1—January 9

Introduction to the class


Read chapters 14-15


Industrial Revolution; Nationalism and Liberalism 

Class 2—January 16

Read chapters 16-18


The Revolutions of 1848, Germany and Italy unified, the Great Powers in the age of Liberalism

Class 3—January 23

Read chapters 19-21


Rapid Industrialization, Political and Cultural Reponses to a Rapidly Changing World, The Age of 
European Imperialism, Russo-Japanese War



QUIZ;
PAPER TOPICS DUE

Class 4—January 30

The Great War



Read chapter 22
Class 5—February 6

MID-TERM EXAM
Class 6—February 13

Read chapters 23-25


The Russian Revolution, the Depression and the Coming of World War II

Class 7—February 20

Read chapter 26


World War II and the Holocaust
Class 8—February 27 


World War II and the Holocaust continued

Read chapters 27-28


The Cold War and the end of European colonialism


QUIZ


Last day to turn in rough draft of paper for instructor to review
Class 9—March 6

Continue the Cold War and the end of European colonialism


Read chapters 29-30


The Emergence of Contemporary Europe and the Collapse of Communism 
Class 10—March 13

FINAL EXAM, FINAL PAPER DUE—late papers will be marked down
Regarding papers: The paper topic may be chosen by the student, but the paper must cover a subject within the scope of the class and have at least three sources, of which two must be a book or scholarly article.   You must also get your topic approved by the professor.  If you do not get it approved, the professor is not responsible for your grade being lowered due to an inappropriate paper topic.  Instructor is willing to review a rough draft of your paper before you turn in a final draft—this is recommended.   If you have never written a college level paper, and do not know how to properly cite sources, you are strongly encouraged to seek help.  Students found to have committed plagiarism (or cheating in other ways) will at the very least be given an automatic zero for the paper and could be subject to further disciplinary action.  
Books

The Guns of August by Barbara Tuchman

The Diary of Anne Frank
The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom

All But My Life by Gerda Weissman Klein

Night by Elie Wiesel

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

The Price of Glory by Alistair Horne

Testament of Youth by Vera Brittain
The Nazi Seizure of Power by William Sheridan Allen

The Generation of 1914 by Robert Wohl

The Holocaust in History by Michael Marrus

Lest Innocent Blood Be Shed by Philip Hallie

Ordinary Men by Christopher Browning

General Writing Tips for History Students

· There are numerous books on how to write papers—if you need to, get one.
· Do not unnecessarily put something in quotes that you could simply rephrase and cite the source.  Only put it in quotes if you feel you can not paraphrase it or write it just as effectively.

· Always put quotation marks after punctuation.  For example:   history.” Or history?” or history,” or history.’

· Make sure all your tenses are consistent throughout the paper; usually this will mean past tense.  Do not switch back and forth.  Also make sure that you do not write things like “many house” when you mean “many houses.”

· NEVER use “I,” “me,” or any reference to yourself.  

· NEVER use contractions in formal writing.  (don’t, won’t)  Use it in emails and informal writing all you want, but you do not use contractions in papers.

· If you are not sure about commas, try reading the passage aloud and figure out where there is a natural pause—probably a good place for a comma.

· Do not just rely on spell check—it is a computer, it does not actually have a human brain and therefore will not catch many mistakes.  For example, it will not catch a mistake it you wrote there instead of their.

· 6-8 page paper means at least 2,200 words, page numbers will of course vary due to font size, etc.  Use 12 point font please and double space.  

· When referring to a person, use both first and last name the first time, afterward, use their last name only.

· This is a RESEARCH paper, meaning you will have to do research.  For sources, you need to have books and/or scholarly articles, not just web sources or your textbook.  The point is to do research, just searching the web and reading your book is not really very much research.  

· Numbers:  If over 10, just write the number.  If fewer than 10, spell it out.

· Pay attention to your organization.  For the most part, your paper should be in chronological order.  Don’t talk about 1918 and then go back to talking about 1890, unless you have some reason for doing so; occasionally you will have a need to do this.  If you do need to refer back to something years before, there should be some sort of a transition so it is not confusing.    

· When using quotes that are more than four lines, indent the quote, use no quotation marks, single space, depending on what style you are using.  

· AVOID PLAGARISM.  If you are using someone else’s words, cite your source.   If caught, and the plagiarism is obviously intentional, expect to flunk the course.  There are many websites that tell you how to avoid plagiarism and how to cite sources.


 For example, http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm


http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml


http://www.hamilton.edu/writing/style/research.html


http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/index.cfm
