Chaminade University

HIST 201 ― United States History through the Civil War
Winter 2007
5:30 Wednesdays at Tripler
Jennifer Tope
Phone:  316-361-0203 PLEASE CALL ONLY BETWEEN 9:00AM and 8:00PM
Email: jennifer.tope@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Office hours:  By appointment 

Required Textbook:  The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society, Volume 1: To 1877, Brief Fifth Edition by Gary Nash, et al.
Chaminade Course Description: Starting with the convergence of European, African and Native American cultures in the sixteenth century, this course studies the multicultural history of the United States through its Civil War. It focuses on the lives, work and service of Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman and other individuals who made meaningful impacts on the moral and ethical development of the nation. Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond. 

Course Objectives:  To gain general knowledge of United States history.  To improve writing and analytical skills through the study of history. 
Evaluation:  

25%
Final Exam

25%
Mid-term Exam

25%
4-6 page paper

20%
Quizzes (open-book essay)
5%
Attendance and participation

(PLEASE NOTE—In general, 2% off your final grade for the second class missed; starting with the third class missed,  5% off for each missed—bonus points for not missing class.  Class attendance is very important—most students will find it impossible to do well in this class without regular attendance and participation.  If you miss class, you are still responsible for the material or any announcements.  It is your responsibility to contact the professor if you would like to know what you may have missed in class.)

Papers:  The paper topic may be chosen by the student, but the paper must be on a subject dealing with U.S. history up through Reconstruction.  You must have your paper topic approved by the instructor.  (This is for the student’s benefit—nearly all topics are approved.)  The paper must have at least three sources, of which two must be a book or scholarly article.   If you have never written a college level paper, and do not know how to properly cite sources, etc. you are strongly encouraged to ask the professor for guidance.  Paper must have standard margins, standard 12 point font and be double spaced.  More information and guidance will be given in class.  If you miss class when the instructor gives further details on the paper, the instructor is not responsible.    Students have the option of turning in a draft of their paper and have the instructor critique it before turning in the final draft.  
Students found to have committed plagiarism (or cheating in other ways) will be given a zero on the paper and could be subject to further disciplinary action.

Course outline and required readings:
Class 1—January 10

Introduction to the class


Chapters 1-3—Three Worlds Meet; Colonizing a Continent; Mastering a New World
Class 2—January 17
Continue chapters 1-3—Three Worlds Meet; Colonizing a Continent; Mastering a New 
World;  Chapters 4-5—The Maturing of Colonial Society; Bursting the Colonial Bonds
Class 3—January 24

QUIZ #1
Chapters 5-6—Bursting the Colonial Bonds; A People in Revolution
Class 4—January 31

Chapter 7-9—Consolidating the Revolution; Creating a Nation; Society and Politics in the 
Early Republic
Class 5—February 7

MID-TERM EXAM
Class 6—February 14

Chapter 10-11—Currents of Change in the Northeast and Old Northwest; Slavery and the 
Old South
Class 7—February 21

Chapters 12-13—Shaping America in the Antebellum Age; Moving West
Class 8—February 28

QUIZ

Chapter 14-15—The Union in Peril; The Union Severed

ROUGH DRAFT OF PAPER DUE (If you want instructor to review)
Class 9—March 7

Chapter 15-16—The Union Severed; The Civil War; Reconstruction
Class 10—March 14

FINAL PAPER DUE; FINAL EXAM
General Writing Tips for History Students

· There are numerous books on how to write papers—if you need to, get one.
· Do not unnecessarily put something in quotes that you could simply rephrase and cite the source.  Only put it in quotes if you feel you can not paraphrase it or write it just as effectively.

· Always put quotation marks after punctuation.  For example:   history.” Or history?” or history,” or history.’

· Make sure all your tenses are consistent throughout the paper; usually this will mean past tense.  Do not switch back and forth.  Also make sure that you do not write things like “many house” when you mean “many houses.”

· NEVER use “I,” “me,” or any reference to yourself.  

· NEVER use contractions in formal writing.  (don’t, won’t)  Use it in emails and informal writing all you want, but you do not use contractions in papers.

· If you are not sure about commas, try reading the passage aloud and figure out where there is a natural pause—probably a good place for a comma.

· Do not just rely on spell check—it is a computer, it does not actually have a human brain and therefore will not catch many mistakes.  For example, it will not catch a mistake it you wrote there instead of their.

· 4-6 page paper means at least 1,000 words, page numbers will of course vary due to font size, etc.  Use 12 point font please and double space.  

· When referring to a person, use both first and last name the first time, afterward, use their last name only.

· This is a RESEARCH paper, meaning you will have to do research.  For sources, you need to have books and/or scholarly articles, not just web sources or your textbook.  The point is to do research, just searching the web and reading your book is not really very much research.  

· Numbers:  If over 10, just write the number.  If fewer than 10, spell it out.

· Pay attention to your organization.  For the most part, your paper should be in chronological order.  Don’t talk about 1918 and then go back to talking about 1890, unless you have some reason for doing so; occasionally you will have a need to do this.  If you do need to refer back to something years before, there should be some sort of a transition so it is not confusing.    

· When using quotes that are more than four lines, indent the quote, use no quotation marks, single space, depending on what style you are using.  

· AVOID PLAGARISM.  If you are using someone else’s words, cite your source.   If caught, and the plagiarism is obviously intentional, expect to flunk the course.  There are many websites that tell you how to avoid plagiarism and how to cite sources.


 For example, http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm


http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml


http://www.hamilton.edu/writing/style/research.html


http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/index.cfm
