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CATALOG DESCRIPTION

ED 662 Assessment of Exceptional Children (3)
Quantitative and qualitative assessment of students referred to or enrolled in special education programs. Major topics include behavioral observation, psychometric properties of tests, use of standardized and diagnostic achievement tests, cognitive tests of ability, perceptual-motor tests, and measures of social and emotional functioning.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The goal of this course is to gain an understanding of quantitative and qualitative assessment of students referred to or enrolled in special educational programs. Topics include behavioral observation scales, standardized tests, diagnostic tests as well as cognitive and perceptual motor tests. It will also develop an understanding and appreciation of the assessment process and its impact on students with special needs.  

OBJECTIVES
1. 
Students will understand the process of assessment and its relationship to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). CEC #2, 8, 9; HTSB #1, 3, 8

2. 
Students will become familiar with measures of central tendency, measures of dispersion, and the concepts of reliability and validity in assessment. CEC #8; HTSB #8
3. 
Students will become familiar with educational achievement tests, diagnostic tests and informal assessment techniques. CEC #8; HTSB #8

4. 
Students will learn strategies for assessing behavior and how adaptive behavior relates to measures of intelligence. CEC #2, 3, 8; HTSB #3, 8
5. 
Students will become versed in the issues of intelligence measurement, language measurement, perceptual-motor measurement, and early childhood assessment. CEC #8, 10; HTSB #8, 9
6. 
Students will become acquainted with educational journals, resource books, and other professional materials relating to assessment of specia1 education students including the Mental Measurements Yearbook for locating and evaluating specific tests. CEC #8, 10; HTSB #5, 8, 9
7. 
Students will become familiar with the issues surrounding multicultural and bilingual assessment in special education. CEC #2, 3, 5, 8; HTSB #1, 3, 8 

8. 
Students will interpret a variety of educational, social, and cognitive tests and be able to write clear, meaningful, and measurable educational objectives for students. CEC #8, 9; HTSB #8, 9
TEXTBOOKS
Taylor, Ronald L. (2003). Assessment of Exceptional Students; Educational and Psychological Procedures, 7th Ed. Boston, Mass: Allyn and Bacon.

Pierangelo, R, & Giuliani, G. (1998). Special Educator's Complete Guide to 109 Diagnostic Tests. West Nyack, N.Y.: The Center for Applied Research in Education.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Log on to Web CT at least twice each week. Assignments are given by each Monday in the Course Contents on WebCT and are DUE by noon Hawaii Standard Time on Saturday of that week. After submitting your assignments via discussion board, I encourage you to reply to each other’s assignments by Sunday of that week. In this way, you are reading other’s assignments and allowing others to read and reflect upon your assignments. Grading for assignments will be based upon the thoughtfulness and accuracy of your initial assignments due Saturday. If you are submitting your opinion, you must state your reasons and what information you have based it upon. You are encouraged to share your opinions and thoughts so long as they are courteous to others and that they are based upon logical reason with support data to back it up. Documentation of resources should be in APA format. 

In addition to the weekly discussions and assignments there will be an assessment paper, achievement test reports, and midterm and final exams. Details and rubrics for these assignments will be provided in advance of assignments due. 
This syllabus is subject to change based on class needs. 

GRADING


Attendance and Participation
(9 x 5 points)


45 points
Assessment Paper (1 x 15 points)



15 points
                                                                    
Midterm and Final Exams (2 x 15 points)


30 points
Achievement Test Reports 




10 points
TOTAL






100 points
All assignments are due by Saturday noon of the assigned week, Hawaii Standard Time. For each day (24-hour period) that an assignment is late, the final grade for that assignment will be decreased by 20%. Extra credit (one point total per week) can be earned by responding to a classmate’s assignment by midnight Sunday of the current week. The response should be clear and reflective to earn the extra credit. 
GRADING SCALE

A:  90 – 100 points
  
B:  80 – 89 points  
Fewer than 80 points (C grade) will not be credited toward a graduate degree, and the student will have to repeat the course. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

A. Attendance:

University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered.  For online courses you are to log on to Web CT a minimum of twice a week, turn in assignments weekly, and participate in online discussions. 

B. Incompletes:

Incompletes may be given at the discretion of the faculty member if a student has an unavoidable and compelling reason why he or she cannot complete the remainder of the work on schedule. The majority of the work for the class should be successfully completed with a passing grade prior to the incomplete. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The contract will specify what needs to be completed and when the work must be completed (within 90 days of the end of the class). If it is not completed within the allotted time the incomplete “I” grade will revert to the grade the student would have earned.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated. 

Plagiarism is a serious offense.

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own and may include but is not limited to the following;

• Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of the text is always mandatory.

• Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

• Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

