Chaminade University of Honolulu

Winter 2007 (January 8 - March 21, 2007)

Education 630: Elementary Integrated Curriculum (3 credits)
Instructor: Sheri T. Fitzgerald



Education Division, 117 Brogan Hall



739-8549 (office); 457-9116 (cell)



E-mail: sfitzger@chaminade.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays 11am to 3pm, OR by appointment

Class Time & Location: Wednesdays, 5:30-9:30pm; Ed 101/main campus

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This Education 630 course will focus on the inquiry approach to learning about the major categories within elementary social studies: history, geography, cultural anthropology, political science/civics, and economics.  Social studies, as defined by the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) is the “integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence” (Parker, 2005, p. 4).  This course will not only focus on social knowledge (content), but also on learning theory (which includes multicultural education) and pedagogy.  Moreover, curricular integration will be the strategy of focus, with social studies as the unifying core.  
PROGRAM OUTCOMES (COURSE RATIONALE):  The primary purpose of this integrated curriculum course is to help students develop the ability to make informed and well-reasoned decisions for the public good, as citizens of a multicultural community, democratic society, and interdependent world.  With social studies as the core subject for this course, it is hoped that the two broad goals of social understanding and civic efficacy are developed as a result of successfully completing this course.  Three sub-goals of the Ed 630 course are to: 
(1) gain knowledge of the disciplines within social studies through the 


     interdisciplinary context of knowledge themes (i.e. culture; time, 


     continuity, and change; people, places, and environments, etc.);

(2) develop particular attitudes and values (also called dispositions or 


     virtues) which are essential to democratic citizenship;


(3) develop democratic participation skills, study and inquiry skills, 

     and intellectual skills (higher-order thinking, problem solving).
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

By the completion of this Ed 630 course, students will…

(1) Learn to analyze and critically explain the ways in which communities, societies, and cultures address physical/biological, social, and emotional needs and concerns of humans and their environments (NCSS I; HCPS SS 1, 2, 3; HTSB I)

(2) Interpret patterns of behavior reflecting values and attitudes that 


   contribute and pose obstacles to cross-cultural understanding (NCSS I; 

     HCPS SS 3; HTSB V, VII)

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (cont.):

By the completion of this Ed 630 course, students will…

(3) Identify and describe significant historical periods and patterns of change within and across cultures (NCSS II: HCPS SS 1; HTSB I, IV)

(4) Utilize maps of locales, regions, and the world to demonstrate their understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape (NCSS III; HCPS SS 7; HTSB VI)

(5) Explain the purpose of government and how its powers are acquired, developed, delegated, and justified; key components of democratic form of government will be examined (NCSS V, VI; HCPS SS 4, 5; HTSB I, II, VI)
(6) Learn basic economic concepts—in particular, how the scarcity and imbalance of productive resources (human, capital, technological, and natural) requires the development of economic systems to make decisions on the production and distribution of goods and services (NCSS VII; HCPS SS 8; HTSB 8)

(7) Gain an understanding of the causes, consequences, and possible remedies to persistent, contemporary, and emerging global issues (NCSS IX; HCPS SS 3)
(8) Implement developmentally appropriate social studies lesson plans within an integrated curriculum unit at a specified grade level, and utilize a variety of instructional strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners (HTSB V, VII)

(9) Understand and utilize formal and informal assessment strategies to continuously evaluate and ensure the continued growth of learners (HTSB VIII)

(10) Understand, develop, and foster sustainable learning relationships  

       among parents, local communities, students, schools, and the natural 


  environment (HTSB X)
· Aligning With Marianist Education & the Hawaii Teacher Performance Standards

Five characteristics of Marianist Education (May 2005) are to:
1.  Educate for Formation in Faith

2.  Provide an Integral Quality Education

3.  Educate in Family Spirit

4.  Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

5.  Educate for Adaptation and Change

AND
The ten HTSB (Hawaii Teacher Standards Board) standards emphasize that 



teachers are to:
Standard 1:  Focus on the Learner
Standard 2:  Create and Maintain a Safe and Positive Learning Environment

Standard 3:  Adapt to Learner Diversity

Standard 4:  Foster Effective Communication in the Learning Environment

Standard 5:  Demonstrate Knowledge of Content

Standard 6:  Design and Provide Meaningful Learning Experiences 

Standard 7:  Use Active Student Learning Strategies

Standard 8:  Use Assessment Strategies

Standard 9:  Demonstrate Professionalism

Standard 10:  Foster Parent and School Community Relationships
Thus, as educators, we will be planning and developing our learning experiences and strategies, along with those for our future students, in creative ways so that the Marianist values and the HTSB standards are integrally woven throughout.           

REQUIRED TEXT:
Parker, W.C. (2005). Social studies in elementary education (12th ed.). Upper 


Saddle River, New Jersey: Merrill/Prentice Hall, Inc.

     (ISBN: 0-13-113936-3)
Other readings will be printed and handed out throughout the 10-week term of the course.  See course bibliography at the end of the syllabus.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:

· Attendance & Participation
This is a 10-week three credit graduate course which meets once a week for four hours.  If a student misses more than one class period without prior arrangements with the instructor, then he/she will fail the course for the term.  All absences and tardiness will require valid reasons in writing to be considered excused.  Make up work for absences and/or tardiness will need to be initiated by the student and completed prior to the next class meeting.  Classroom attendance and participation are mandatory, and will affect the student’s grade and overall performance in for the Ed 630 course.  Be sure to notify the instructor in advance, if possible, of any absences/tardiness.

· Course Assessment
Grading policy:  Late work will be accepted with penalty.  An assignment will be marked down 5% each week that it is late.  Well-documented reasons will be taken into account, and those assignments may not necessarily be downgraded in those circumstances.  For absences, the form of the make-up assignment will be agreed upon between instructor and student, and will need to be completed upon return to class.     

Assignments:
(1) Attendance and Participation (2 points per class)—Attendance will be taken 5 minutes after the start of class.  Participation will be based on genuine efforts to contribute to class discussions (based on readings and class topics) and weekly in-class group work.  (20 points)
(2) In-Class Group Assignments (5 points per class)—You will be given 9 in-class assignments during the 10 week course, and these will be related to specific textbook content and other assigned readings, and will be completed during the class period in collaborative groups.  
(45 points)

Assignments (cont.):
(3) Creative Mini-Project**--Select a type of project to complete from the list below, or see me for further creative ideas.  This project should relate to a topic/theme in social studies, and should be suitable for inclusion into your thematic unit.  GET CREATIVE!  (25 points)
a. Computer activity—virtual field trip, game, slide show, etc.

b. Historical timeline (i.e. major events in a time period, geological time scale, etc.)
c. Interviewing an elder—have an informal talk with an elder in your community about the past and write up a short paper in narrative form

d. Biography of someone famous in history

e. Board game or physical activity/game that incorporates social studies goals and standards

f. Collage, mural, song, poem, video, short story related to your     

     thematic unit





     Due: 2/14/07
(4) Annotated Bibliography**—You will need to compile an annotated 

(brief description plus critique) list of 10 social studies resources 

using standard APA format.  These resources can include websites, books (literature/children’s fiction, research-based, pedagogical, historical, etc.), movies, television programs, and journal articles (scholarly, peer-reviewed).  The choices should relate to your integrated thematic unit (final project).  (20 points)        Due: 3/7/07

(5) Integrated Thematic Unit (Final Project)**—This integrated unit 
should be based on social studies theme chosen from a grade level of 
your interest.  The unit should be at least 3 weeks in length, and 
should contain at least 9 lesson plans, including a culminating 
activity.  Of the 70 points for this project, 5 points will be based on 
your presentation on the last instructional day of class (March 14th).  
The unit should be integrated in such a way to incorporate multiple (3 
or more) subject areas.  (70 points) 

              Due: 3/14/07
 **Detailed guidelines and rubrics to be given for these assignments
Grading/Scoring Scale:


165-180 points…………
A = Advanced/Exceeds Proficiency


145-164 points…………
B = Proficient/Meets Standards


125-144 points…………
C = Partially Proficient

124 points & below……F = Novice/Does Not Meet Standards
· University Policies
Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished 
source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in 
wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. 
Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author 
acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or 
purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, 
computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another 
individual.  In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as 
plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) 
where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty 
member may confront the student and handle the matter…or the faculty

member may choose to refer the incident to the Dean (of Education)” 
(Chaminade University 206-2007 Student Handbook, p. 49).
Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned at the end of the course term. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract, as agreed upon by the instructor and the student.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Withdrawals, Disabilities, and others.

WEEKLY TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS:

     Detailed schedule to be given out during the first class meeting on 

     Wednesday, January 10th, 2007.  Note that the schedule is tentative and is 

     subject to change, and any changes will be announced in class and via e-
     mail.
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