SYLLABUS
H324 Modern European History - Politics and Culture

December 16 - January 6 
Weekdays 1730-2140 - Saturdays 1000-1410
Lecturer:  Donald Wilson
Address:   Address:  1400 Pensacola St. 96822.  #204

Phone:  531-6147

E-Mail:  Wimpenny @ Hawaii.rr.com

Text:  R.R. Palmer and Joel Colton, A History of the Modern World Since 1815, Tenth Edition, McGraw-Hill, Inc. New York, N.Y., 1995.
Description:  A survey of the development of the institutions and ideas of European civilization since 1815.  Although presented in a chronological framework, the approach is topical with an emphasis on those factors that led to the expansion and dominance of European society, and its decline following the Second World War.  Within this context, the course seeks to provide a coherent examination of political, social, economic, and cultural movements that have served to provide the bases for our contemporary society.  However, it should be understood that the course is of wide scope, consequently it concentrates of factual description of "what happened", rather than probing deeply into causes and effects.  Which is not to say, that this aspect will be completely ignored, but to come to definite conclusions of this nature would require extensive background, and narrower focus. 
Objectives:  To provide the student with an appreciation of how historical events affected the lives of people, to change the social, political, and economic structure of European civilization.  To attempt to give an understanding of the effects of ideas on the process of History; and the impact of technology on society.  Also, by observing the outcome of the answers that our predecessors utilized to solve problems, to provide a background by which to judge the solutions proffered to similar problems of our own time.

Reading/Writing Assignments:  The lecture schedule lists required readings from the text, and students will also be responsible for a written report to be discussed, and two three page essays. 
Grading:  Grading will be based on a 200-point system, as follows:

Mid-Term Examination... 50 points                Letter Grade:  200-180=A

Writing Assignment..........40   "                                              179-160=B

 2 Quizzes-15pts/ea...........30   "



 159-140=C

 2 Essays 15pts/ea.............30   "



 139-120=D
 Final Examination............50   "



 119-0    =F

LECTURE SCHEDULE

Date
Topic






Reading Assignment
Dec 16
Introduction





Prologue
       18
Industrial and Political Revolution, Liberalism
Chap.  11-12

       20
European Unifications-Economy and Politics
Chap. 13-14

       22
European Culture and Hegemony (Imperialism)
Chap.  15-16


QUIZ #1
       23
World War I





Chap.  17

       27
Russian Revolution-Democracy in the 30's

Chap.  18-19

            MID-TERM EXAMINATION
        29 Democracy-Dictatorship-World War II

Chap.  20-21
Jan  3
Cold War and Reconstruction-The Third World.
Chap.
22-23





       5
Revolutions Cold War continued


Chap.  24-25

QUIZ#2
       6
FINAL EXAMINATION.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

Dec 18
  Describe the development of the Industrial Revolution in England in the 18th and 19th centuries.  Include the social and political problems that resulted, and the solutions that were proposed to solve them.
Assess Metternich's policies towards revolutionary activity.  In what way was the "congress system" involved.  How did the policies of Europe influence the United States?

Beginning in France in 1848, a series of revolutions developed in Germany, Prussia, Italy, and Austria-Hungary.  Discuss the conditions and issues that produced these events.  What did they have in common, and what were the final results/

20.  Germany was united by the efforts of Otto von Bismarck.  Describe the process by which he accomplished his goal.  What occurred in his pursuit that may have contributed to the First World War? What made the unification such an important event?
What factors led to the great Russian reforms of the 1860s and 70s?  What were they, and why did these reforms fail to satisfy the Russian people?

23.  What were the causes and events of the First World War?  What influence did the course of the fighting have on the peace settlement, and what influence did the settlement have in creating the Second World War?
27.  What were the reasons for the collapse of the Tsarist Regime in February 1917, and then the fall of Provisional Government in October 19017, and the subsequent triumph of  the Bolsheviks?

MID-TERM EXAMINATION

29.  To what extent did democracy triumph during the 1920ls?  What problems arose to cause it to be perceived as not able to provide solutions?  What were its weaknesses?
Compare and contrast the anti-depression policies of the Western Democracies with the policies of Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and Communist Russia.
Adolf Hitler, a high school drop out, rose to become first Chancellor, and then the absolute dictator of Germany.  What caused a highly class conscious an aristocratic nation like Germany, to first accept, and then fanatically support such a person's leadership?  Describe Hitler's rise to power. Consider such events as the problems of the World War I peace settlement, the mistakes of Hitler's opponents, economic conditions, and the weaknesses of the Weimar Republic.

Jan 3.  Was appeasement as useful diplomatic device?  Why did it fail in the 1930s?  At what point should statemen like Neville Chamberlain have recognized it was not a viable policy?

Describe the road to the Second World War, and the course of the War itself.  What influence, in addition to Hitler's will, contributed to the outbreak of the conflict, and thereafter, what were some of turning points, and strategic decisions that led to the final outcome?
Evaluate the outcome of the agreements reached at the Yalta conference.  Was this outcome a consequence of the agreements themselves, or Stalin's betrayal of them?  Were there other reasonable alternatives available to Churchill and Roosevelt, which might have prevented Eastern Europe falling under Soviet control?

5.  Compare and contrast the Anti-imperialist movements in India and China during the 1920s and 30s.  Who were the principal leaders, and how did their approaches differ, what were the problems they addressed? 
