Course Syllabus for Hawaiian History 450

History 450

History, Culture and Politics of Old Hawaii

Days/Time:  
M-W-F 9:00-9:50

                                    Phone: 739-8531

Place: 

Henry Hall, Room #225                                            
email: fbailey@chaminade.edu
Instructor: 
Frank Bailey





Office Hours: 2-3:00 M-W-F

Course Description:

Welcome to the study of Hawaiian History!  This course will examine Hawaii and its peoples’ pasts from settlement through the establishment of the Kingdom of Hawaii at the end of the 18th century.  Through the use of oral histories, cultural mythology, and similar such sources we will examine the core cultural beliefs that shaped, guided and defined the people of old Hawaii.   Specifically, by examining the ruling chiefly class, or the Ali’i, of old Hawaii we will be able to uncover some of the core values that defined this rich and vibrant society.  In the course of our studies we will examine the significant chiefly genealogies of Hawai’i, Maui, O’ahu, and Kaua’i and the increasing conflict between these warrior nobility that eventually lead to the unification of the islands under the Conqueror, Kamehameha I.

The intellectual and political concerns surrounding the doing of history in the Hawaii are challenging yet fascinating. One of the problems confronting the student of Hawaiian History is that most of the available written record has been created by people other than the indigenous inhabitants of these islands.  As such these accounts tell us more of the culture that formed the author rather than the object of his (for there were few women writers) fascination and observation.  As a result this course will rely heavily on oral traditions and by necessity will also examine the usefulness and importance of orality in the doing of history.

Course Objectives:

· To broaden our understanding and appreciation of Hawaii’s oral tradition and its impact on the development of Hawaii’s history during the pre-Western contact era
· To better understand the cultural metaphors that defined old Hawaii through the examination of the lineal decent of significant heredity chiefs from across the island chain

· To develop and comprehend a better understanding of how history is not simply things that happened in the past, but the study of a knowable past and therefore greatly impacted by the perspectives and ideologies of the present

· To introduce and develop graduate level writing and critical analysis skills through the reading materials, reaction papers, as well as group discussions
In addition, while gaining a better understanding of the world we live in here in the islands, this course is focused on developing critical skills that are necessary for your further development as a student and a person within this increasingly global community.  As such this course also seeks to develop better 

· Critical thinking

· Comprehensive reading,

· Analytical reasoning 

· and persuasive writing skills 

while studying the history of the old Hawai’i.
Course Texts:


Fornander, Abraham.  Hawaiian antiquities and folk-lore.

Kamakau, Samuel.  Ruling Chiefs of Hawaii

Malo, David.  Hawaiian Antiquities

Course Requirements: 

This course is structured to allow for lectures and group discussion. The course is designed around assigned readings, the assigned texts as well as many handouts, and our reactions to those readings. As such it is imperative you keep up with the assigned readings for they compose the majority of this course’s material.  During the course you shall be responsible for 2 essay reaction papers, a group presentation, and three exams.  My expectations for these assignments shall be covered in class.  In addition throughout the course I will be asking you to answer, at random, questions from the days required reading.  Failure to answer these questions will detrimentally impact your grade.  This is also the means by which your attendance will be tracked.
Grading: 

There are no curves in this course. Grades shall be assessed through the points you earn. Each reaction paper is worth 50 points for a total of 100 points. Your group presentation will be worth 200 points and each exam is worth 100 points making 600 points the total possible for the course. The grading goes as follows: 

A = 600-540
B = 539-480
C = 479-420 

D = 419-360 

F = anything below 360 point will receive and F for the course 

Attendance: 

I expect all students to be on time and in attendance at all class sessions.  Since there is no “text” for this course attendance will impact tremendously your ability to do well on the exams. 

Course Outline: 

Week 1

Course Introduction




Orality and History




Video




Chose your groups for the group presentation
Week 2

Migrations and Settlement

Tradition Institutions – Land, Politics, Gender




Assignment – The Kumolipo

Week 3  

Traditional Hawaiian Metaphors vs. Traditional Western Metaphors




Assignment – The Story of Umialiloa
Week 4

Hawaii’i’s “first” families – The arrival of the Nana & Paumakua families



Due – Group topics, rolls and format (25 points)
Week 5

The ascendance of Ku – The arrival of Pa’ao and the Kapu system




Exam 1
Week 6

Hawaii’i’s Legendary Past, from Pele to Kamapua’a



Assignment – Legend reading
Video
Week 7

Hawaii’i’s Emerging Four Kingdoms, from Maweke through La’amaikahiki
Week 8

Chiefly History of Hawai’i, 




Due – Group Presentation outlines (25 points)
Week 9

Chiefly History of Maui



Assignment – Stories of Pi’ilani and Kiha-a-piilani
Week 10

Chiefly History of O’ahu (and Moloka’i!)



Exam 2
Week 11 

Chiefly History of Kaua’i



Assignment – Story of Lonoikamakahiki
Week 12 

The Rise of the Big Island Ali’i




Due – Group Presentation Interviews (25 points)
Week 13

WAR! 
Week 14 

Maui vs. Hawai’i




Week 15 

Rise of Kamehameha
Week 16

Open



Due – Group presentations! 
Final Exam to be announced
