                                         Course Syllabus 

                       Russian History and Culture
                    HIST 422 01    
Fall, 2006
Course Day/Time:

M 2.00-4.50, 

Instructor:


Dr. Lilia Castle

Office Hours:


F 8- 12  (or by appointment)
Phone:


739-4628 (office)

E-mail:                                     lcastle@chaminade.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course Russian History I will explore the beginning, flourishing, and decline of the Russian Empire from the first Slavs until October Socialist Revolution of 1917. It will provide fascinating insights into Russian life, long hidden behind the “iron curtain.” 

Was Rasputin a corrupt charlatan or misunderstood holy man?

Why did Alexander I, the Czar who defeated Napoleon, voluntarily exchange life at Europe’s most opulent court for a monk’s cell in Siberia?

Did Anastasia survive the infamous mass slaying of the Romanovs’ royal family?
These and many other mysterious questions of Russian history as well as Russian spirituality, Russian literature, art, ballet, theater, folk art and other aspects of Russian culture will be discussed in this course.

Classes will be augmented by slides and demonstrations of Russian folk art.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Two exams will be required in the course.  All exams’ questions will come from this syllabus. A semester paper of 10 typed pages will examine the student’s choice of one topic in Russian culture.  The paper should reflect the student’s interest, but the topic of the paper has to be approved in advance by Dr. Castle.

Class attendance and participation are required of all students.  Students will find there is direct relationship between attendance/ attentiveness and the final grade.  The class is generally a lecture course, but there will be an opportunity for the discussions and students’ presentations.  Students are expected to read additional books and articles relevant to selected topics of the course.

COURSE GRADING

All students will take quizzes, midterm and a final exam on the dates scheduled.  All tests will be given a specific letter and number grade and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

90-100

A

Quizzes, tests

-30%

80-89

B

Oral presentation
-10%

70-79

C

Research Paper
-10%

60-69

D

Participation

-10%

Below 60
F

Midterm Exam            -20%

                                                Final Exam

-20%

EXTRA HELP

I will provide extra help for any student who will request it.

COURSE TEXTS:


Land of the Firebird. The beauty of Old Russia by Suzanne Massie (N.Y.1980)
RECOMMENDED OPTIONAL READING:

1. Avvakum, The life of the Archpriest Avvakum by Himslef, Transl. by V.Nabokov (n.y., 1960)

2. Icons: Theology in Color by Prince E. Trubetskoi, 1973

3. The Meaning of Icons, by Leonid Ouspensky, and Vl.Lossky. N. Y.  1982.

4. Art and Culture in Nineteenth-Century Russia, Theofanis George Stavrov. Ed. (Indiana Press)

5. Bulgakov, S.N., “Heroism and Service:  Thoughts on the Religious Character of the Russian Intelligentsia”; Russian Review (London), Vol. III (1914)

6. Bulgakov, S.N., “The Russian Publica and Religion” Russian Review (London_, Vol. I (1912)

7. Bulgakov, S.N., The Orthodox Church (N.Y. and London 1935)

8. Benois, A., The Russian School of Painting (London, 1916)

9. Berdiaev, N., The Russian Idea, Transl. by R. French (London 1947)

10. Fedotov, G.P., A Treasury of Russian Spirituality (N.Y., 1948)

11. Fedotov, G.P.,  The Russian Religious Mind. Vol. I Kievan Christianity: 10-13 cc (Cambridge, Mass., 1946); Vol. II The Middle Ages: 13-1555 cc. Ed., by J. Meyendorff (Cambridge, Mass., 1966)

12. Florensky,Pavel, The Pillar and Ground of the Truth, Princeton University Press, New Jersey,1997

13. Ivanov,Viacheslav, Selected Essays,tr.by Robert Bird (Northwetern University Press/Evanstone, Illinois, 2001)
14. Klyuchevsky, V.O., “St. Sergius: The Importance of His Life and Work,” Russian Review, Vol. 2 (London, 1913)

15. Lossky, N.O., History of Russian Philosophy (N.Y., 1951)

16. Miliukov, P., etc., History of Russia, Transl. from French by C.L. Markmann, 3 vols. (N.Y., 1968)

17. Obolensky, D., “Byzantium, Kiev and Moskow:  A Study in Ecclesiastical Relations,” Dumbarton Oaks Papers, No. 11 (Cambridge, Mass., 1957)
18. Ouspensky, L.A. The Theology of Icons of the Orthodox Church.

19. Rozanov, V.V., Fallen Leaves, Transl. by S.S. Koletiansky (London, 1920

20. Rozanov, V.V., Selected Works,  Ed. By G. Ivask (N.Y. 1956)

21. Soloviev, V.S., Lectures on Godmanhood (Poughkeepsie, 1944; London, 1948)

22. Soloviev, V.S., Russia and the Universal Church, Transl. by H. Rees (London, 1948)

23. Soloviev, V.S., War, Progress and the End of History, Transl. by A. Bakstry (London, 1915).

24. Soloviev, A.V., Holy Russia: The History of a Religious-Social Idea (N.y., 1959)

25. Soloviev, V.S., A Solovievi Anthology, Ed. By S.L. Frank (London, 1950)

26. Vekhi, ___, Constantin Leontieff (Paris, 1937), “Signposts: A Collection of Articles on the Russian Intelligentsia, 1909, “Transl. by M. Shatz, etc., Canadian Slavic Studies, Vol. II, No. 2, Summer 1968

27. Zenkovsky, V.V., A History of Russian Philosophy, 2 vols. (N.Y. 1953), “Russian Thinkers and Europe” (Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1953)

28. Zenkovsky, S.A., Medieval Russian Epics, Chronicles, and Tales (N.Y 1963)

29. Decter, Jacqueline, Nicholas Roerich:  The Life & Art of a Russian Master (1989)
30. I. E. Repin (NY: Harry N., Abrams, 1980)

31. V. Vasnetsov (Leningrad: Aurora, 1981)

32. Ivan Bilibin (NY: Harry N. Abrams, 1981)
33. A History of Russia by George Vernadsky 
34. The Sprit of Russia by Thomas G Masaryk (NY 1968)

35. An Introduction of to Russian History, Ed. By Robert Auty and Dmitri Obolensky (Cambridge Univ. Press)

36. Readings on Russian History and Culture, Ed.by Ivar Spector and Marion Spector.  (Allyn and Bacon,Inc.Boston,1965)
37. Russian Chronicles 
38. A History of Russia by Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, Oxford University Press


COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

These are listed in detail on this syllabus.  All students are expected to attend all classes and to read and study each reading assignment.  All tests will measure the student’s grasp of lectures and the readings.  All students will take a midterm and a final exams each made up of one essay from the following learning objectives.

STUDY OBJECTIVES FOR MIDTERM EXAM:

To do well on the exam, the student must be able to provide complete and well written essay response to one of the following questions:

1. Describe the life and pre-Christian beliefs of the East Slavs.  Show the connection between land, nature, geographical situation and mode of life, spirit of the Slavs. 

2. What is the “Norman” theory?  How does this concept relate to the political ideas of Russian society today?

3. How does Primary Chronicles describe the first Russian princes?  What were the major directions of their domestic and foreign policy?

4. Describe the major achievements of Yaroslav the Wise and Vladimir Monomakh.

5. Discuss the major features of Economics, Society and Institutions of Kievan Russia.

6. Describe the Religion and Culture of Kievan Russia. 

7.  Analyze the main ideas of Orthodox Christianity and their representation in Russian church art. 

8. What is known about the life and creativity of the famous Russian icon painter, Andrei Rublev?

9. What was the economy and politics of Russia in Mongol period? How the Mongols invasion influenced the development of Russian State?

10. Analyze the reasons for the rise of Moscow, and the economic development of Muscovite Russia.  

11. Describe the reign of Ivan the Terrible; positive and negative qualities of his personality; his defense of autocracy; the sense of oprichnina.

12.  What were the major achievements of the foreign policy of Ivan IV?

13. What are the major events of the Time of Troubles, 1598-1613?

14. Give the description of Moscovite Education, Literature and Arts.

15. Characterize the religious polemic between mystical/idealistic and practical/ social attitudes toward the role of church in XVI century. What was the role of monasteries at that time? 

16. What were the origin and the sense of the doctrine of the Moscow the Third Rome?

17.  What were the reasons for and consequences of the Schism? 

18. Show the transformation of Russian culture in XVIII and the implication of Western elements.

19. Describe the reforms of Peter the Great and how they shaped Russian State of the18th century. What was the inner sense of Peter the Great Reformation?

20.  Describe the building of St. Petersburg: History, Architects, Main features and  examples of  ‘Peter’s Baroque’.

21.  Describe Moscow and St. Petersburg as cultural symbols.

22. Describe science, culture and arts in the reign of Elizabeth the Great. 

23. What was the role of Michel Lomonosov in Russian science and literature?

24. Describe the major achievements of the domestic and foreign policy of Catherine the Great.

25. Describe the culture, science, and the arts in the reign of Catherine the Great.

26. What was the Education under Catherine the Great?

STUDY OBJECTIVES FOR FINAL EXAM:
.     

1. Name the major reforms of Alexander I.

2. Describe the ideas of Speransky, the most remarkable statesman during the reign of Alexander I.

3. With which American president Alexander I had a correspondence, and what principals of government were discussed in it?

4. With what countries did Russia have wars during the reign of Alexander I? What were the results of these wars?

5. Describe the war with Napoleon, major battles and the results of the war. 

6. What do you know about Russian business and expeditions in the North-Pacific area at the beginning of the 19th century?  What companies had business there?  What city was built in Alaska?  When was the Russian expedition to the island of Hawaii?

7. What is the Holy Alliance?  Who participated in it?

8.  What secret societies were formed in Russia at the beginning of the 19th century? What were their programs?

9. Describe the Decembrist rebellion. Give the names of leaders of the Decembrists.

10. Why was Alexander II named “Czar liberator”? Describe the main features of his major reform.
11. What were the great reforms of Alexander II?

12. What is zemstvo? Discuss its activities.

13. What are the major themes of Russian literature of the XIX century?

14. Describe life and poetry of Alexander Pushkin.

15. What were the main themes of Russian Religious philosophy?  

16. What did N. Berdyaev write about eschatological and prophetic character of Russian thought? How did N. Berdyaev define the national Russian type?

17. What are the major works and ideas of father Sergius Bulgakov?

18. What were the sources messianism and universalism of Russian philosophical thought? What were the reasons behind the apocalyptic vision in the Russian literature and philosophy of XIX-XX?

19. Discuss the role of theatres in cultural life in Russia in XIX-XX.

20. What were the central ideas of Stanislavsky’ s system and their significance for the development of the modern theatre?

21. What was the essence and the activity of Russian scientific societies? 

22. Describe the system of education in XIX century. Name the major universities, institutes, and schools.

23. What are the major features of Russian classical architecture? Give the  examples and the names of  the major architects of XIX . 

24. What are the main genres of pictorial art in the first half of XIX? Give two-three examples of each genre. 

25. Describe the main streams in the development of Russian music in XIX. Name the major composers of that time. 

26. Describe the creativity of any one representative of  Russian culture (artist, sculptor, architect, musician, actor).

27. Discuss the major styles of Russian folk art.

28. Discuss the central ideas and the major representatives of Russian symbolism of Silver Age. 

29. Discuss the role of the “Merchant Princess” in preservation and development of culture.

30. Describe the charity in Russia and Zemstvo as the first system of welfare.

31. Analyze the development of positivism, materialism, and atheism in Russia during the end of XIX-beginning of XX.

32. Give the description of three branches of Russian anarchism and their major representatives.

33. Discuss the economic development under Alexander III.

34. Describe the major political parties in Russia at the beginning of XX, their programs and activity.

35. What were the cause and the major events of the Revolution of 1917?

CLASS SCHEDULE

Date

     Class

Week 1           Geographic limits of Russian expansion. Eurasia as its natural area. Ethnological limits of Russian expansion. The nomadic tribes of Eurasia. The economic development of Eurasia. Cultural development of Russian people. The role of Byzantium. Norman Theory.The periods of Russian history.
Week 2           The origins of the Russian State. Western Eurasia as the cradle of Russian state. The foundation of the political life in Western Eurasia. Scythians and Sarmatians. Alans and Antes. The Goths and the Huns. Turks, Avars, Khazars. The Normans-Vikings. Rurik. The formation of Kievan State. Kievan Russia. Russian chronicles on the first Russian rulers. Oleg the Prophet. Igor. Olga. The expansion of Kievan state: prince Sviatoslav. Kievan state in Russian literature and art of XIX: Pushkin”Oleg”. Nicholoas Roerich, ”Messenger”. Musorgskii “Prince Igor”
Week 3
Political organization in pre-Mongol period. Kievan society. Beliefs of ancient Slavs. The conversion to Christianity. Prince Vladimir the Saint. Prince Yaroslav the Wise and his policy. ”Russian Justice”. Tarkovsky: Night before the Ivan Kupala. Dargomizhskii ”Rusalka”
Week 4
Appanage Russia. Internal and external struggle. The Mongol invasion. Grand Duke Dmitri Donskoy, the battle on Kulikovo Pole. The end of Mongols.”Zadonshina”. Prince Alexander Nevsky. “Lord Novgorod the Great”: institutions, and life. Eisenshtein, Alexander Nevsky. 

Week 5
Religion and Culture in Kievan State. Language and Literature. “Lay of the Destruction of Russia”; “Lay of Igor Campaign”; Life of St. Sergius of Radonezh. Religious philosophy of Josef of Volok Architecture and Art.. “Monasteries  of Russia”. Russian  icons: evolution, theology, and symbols Tarkovsky, “Andrei Rublev”
Week 6
The Tsardom of Moscow in 16th and 17th centuries. The Rise of Moscow and the fall of Novgorod. The first Muscovite dynasty (house of Riurik). The Reigns of Ivan III and Basil III. .

Ivan the IV (the Terrible) . Russian expansion in XVI. The Livonian war and Oprichnina. Political and religious thought . Culture in Moscovite Russia. Fine Arts. The beginning of Russian book-printing.

The correspondence of Kurbsky with Ivan the Terrible.

Eisenshtein, “Ivan the Terrible”
Week 7 
Time of Trouble. The Reign of Boris Godunov. The Cossacs and     Siberia. The Union of Ukraine and Moscovy. The Religious Crisis. Schism. Nikon and Archpriest Avvakum (1621-1682). Arts: Moscow Kremlin.

Week 8
Imperial Russia in XVIII.  Peter the Great: His character, Childhood, and Youth. Peter’s Assistants. The Great Northern War. International Relations. Reforms: Army, Navy, Administrative Reforms, the development of National Economy. Education and Culture. Pogodin and Kliuchevsky about the reforms of Peter the Great. 

Geographical discoveries. Semen Dezhnev and the discovery of    Bering Straight (1648). Peter’s the Great in  Russian literature and music of XIX: Alexander Pushkin, Poltava;   Peter Tchaikovsky, Mazepa. St.Petersburg, the Imperial capital of Russia.

    Week 9
The Russian Empire in XVIII. Catherine I. Anne. Ivan VI. Elisabeth. Peter III. Expansion in the Far East and Policy in the Middle East. Growth of population. The gains of Gentry and the growth of serfdom. Merchants Stroganovs. Michael Lomonosov-  the Renaissance scholar of Elisabeth time.

Week 10
Catherine the Great. Reforms. The legislative commission. Pugachev’s rebellion. Foreign Affairs:The Balkan Project; Russia and Turkey;The partitioning of Poland. Industry and Trade. The peasants and the gentry.

Cultural development  1700-1850. Social criticism: Radishev, Journey from Petersburg to Moscow. Education; Smolni Institute.Literature and Theater. Fine Arts and Music.

  The reflection of Life of Catherine the Great in literature.

  Video: Hermitage.

MIDTERM EXAM

Week 11
The reign of Emperor Paul. The Russian –Turkish war. Alexander I(1801-1825). Administrative reforms. Foreign policy in the first and second parts of Alexander’s reign. Wars with Napoleon. Holy Allience. The December Uprising of 1825.

The Reign of Nicholas I (1825-1855). The Crimean war. The economic and social development; Trade and Transportation. Russian Culture in the first half of XIX. Education: Imperial Liceum; Science and Scholarship: Mathematics, Nicholas Lobachevsky; Astronomy: building of Pulkovo Observatory, Jacob Struve; physics (Basil Petrov) and chemistry(Nicholas Zinin); Oriental studies; Great geographical discoveries: Bellinghausen, Antarctic continent; History of Russian state by Karamzin. Language and Literature: Zhukovsky, Pushkin, Lermontov, Gogol, Griboedov. Arts and Music. Ideology of Westernizers and Slavofilism.
Week 12
The Great Reforms of Alexander II. The emancipation of serfs. The expansion in Asia. The radicalism, and the assassination of Alexander II.


The economic and political development under the reign of Alexander III and Nicholas II. Industrialization of Russia.The peasant question. Stolypin’s policy and his assassination.S.Witte. Trans-Siberian Railway. 


The last Romanov. Witte and the finances. Foreign policy. Crisis in the Far East. The Russo-Japanese War, 1904-1905. Political parties in Russia at the beginning of XX. “Bloody Sunday” and Revolution of 1905. The Constitutional government. Dumas.

Week 13
Russia in the First World War. Russian attitude toward war.  Political crisis. The March Revolution. The Provisional Government and Soviets. Kerensky.  The November Revolution of 1917. The peace of Brest Litovsk. Civil war and foreign intervention. The assassination of Romanovs family. 

Week14
Russian Science of XIX-beg.XX: astronomy (Tsiolkovsky, Beredihin), chemistry. (Mendeleev); genetics ((Vavilov); mathematics (Kovalevskaya); physiology (Pavlov);physics (Popov); school of biology. Geographical discoveries(Przhhevalsky, Laptevs,. Semenov Tian-Shansky. Nicholas Roerich); medicine(Pirogov, Filatov)

Week 15 
The major figures of Russian Literature of XIX-beg.XX.. Panmoralism of  L.Tolstoy. The religious world of F.M.Dostovsky. Search for God of T. N. Leskov: Eschatology. Demonology. Drama:A. Ostrovsky, A.Chekov. The role of journals in the political and cultural life of Russian society in XIX

Week 16.
Fine Arts. P.M.Tretyakov and his art gallery. The World of Art. Itinerants. Faberzhe. Composers(Tchaikovsky, Mighty Five, Stravinsky); Ballet (Vaganova’s school; Group of Diagilev, Nizhinsky)

FINAL EXAM   
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