 ANCIENT EUROPEAN HISTORY, POLITICS & CULTURE. 

Course Syllabus

HI 321   Fall 2006

Course                                  

HIST 321- 01 -1

Day/Time/Place:
              
          M 1:00-1:50, Henry, H 227
Instructor:                               

Dr. Lilia Castle                               

Office Hours:



F 8-11 (or by an appointment)

Phone:



 
739-4628 off.

                                                    
E-mail: lcastle@chaminade.edu

Course Description:
This course will introduce students to the history, philosophy, politics, religion, literature, and fine arts of ancient Greece and Rome. The spirit of two great cultures, their importance for the development of European and World civilizations will be discussed in the course. Lectures will come with video clips, pictures, slides, educational games, acting, dance and music, which will help students to see and understand better the beauty and the significance of the ancient world.
Study Objectives:

A.
To organize the material of the course around the central ideas of Marianist Philosophy of education;

B.
To define an extraordinary place of  the ancient cultures of Greece and Rome in the development of European and American cultures by showing their central role 
in the formation of basic concepts and categories of Western intellectual, political and social life . To enhance the sense of the importance of Greco-Roman cultures in our intellectual and cultural heritage and give an awareness of the continuity of the historical process.

C.
To develop an informed sense of similarities and differences between ancient cultures of Greece and Rome and our modern Western culture in order to see the change throughout a history.
To develop the dialectical approach  to historical examination of Ancient European cultures showing the reasons for and the results of their rise and fall, thus giving students the sense of casualty in history To enable students to acquire the knowledge of the major  events of  Ancient Greek and 
Roman history;

D.
To develop historical intuition and imagination which would enable students to have a sense of historical empathy

E.
 To study comprehensively the rich contributions of the ancient Greco-Roman civilization to political theory and practice of  modern Western world starting with the origin of polis;  (Homer and Hesiod) and continuing with  Platonic and Aristotelian political theories on  monarchy, republic,  aristocracy, democracy, tyranny, imperialism;  the ideals of stability equality, the ideal state and such phenomena as  individualism (Cynics), quietism (Epicureans) and Utopianism. 

F.
To learn about the major ideas of Ancient Greek and Roman philosophy and  drama

G.
To introduce to the achievements and the  major works of classical art; to show its great influence on the art of modern Europe;

H.
To develop skills in argumentation, clear and orderly presentations, writings structuring and time-management. 

To provide an acquisition of analytical and communications skills for students’ future careers in teaching, government, journalism, law, and business.

I.
To show interrelations between Ancient European History and other humanities disciplines 

K.
To learn how to work with primary source materials (in translation) and conduct research;  

L..
To develop students’ ability  to take pleasure in reading and thinking, in the life of the mind which enhances the quality of life;

M.
To identify  the areas and themes corresponding to students’ natural interests inclinations and talents, to learn how to apply this knowledge to research, studies and service; To identify the  areas (History, Philosophy, Archeology or Classics) of future education for students' with necessary skills and  interest in Ancient European History

N.
Students will study the origin, the central ideas, the major gods; the sacred sense of religious ritual; examine and interpret religious symbol find out the place and the significance of myth in Ancient Greek and Roman Culture

Exams and Creative Project:
1. There will be midterm (dialogue) exam and final exam, 3-4 pages research paper,  quizzes, one performance, students’ presentations and debates in this class during the semester.

2. Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes, to be prepared, and participate if they wish to receive full credit for the course.
Research paper  

Select one of the two options: service-learning or research paper.
Option A: Service Learning –Paper and Journal

· Contact Candice Sacuda for a service-learning project.

· Students wil keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum pf 15 hours. You may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each day’s service students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log

· Students have to meet the instructor at least once during the term.

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 4-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service-learning activity

Option B: Research Paper

Students will write and submit a 3-4 pages paper on the topic selected from the list below. Each student has to do a  short presentations (5-10 minutes) on the major ideas of his/her paper on Oct.30.  Don’t forget to include into your paper quotations, endnotes (or footnotes) and bibliography. 

Topics for the research papers:

1. Greek religion in myths &symbols: give your interpretation of one of them.

2. The clash of gods in ancient myth.

3. Chaos and Cosmos in Greek philosophy, and in modern science 

4. The sacredness of family and state in ancient Greece 

5. The meaning of the religious Ritual in ancient world. 

6. Describe one of ancient Greek /Roman Mysteries. 

7. Plato’s cosmology. Could Plato’s Universe be Evil?

8. The representation of Mind and Soul in Greek philosophy 
9. The education in Ancient Greece/Rome
10. Plato’s dialogues on education of youths.
11. The correlation between knowledge and virtue according to Plato.
12. Friendship and/or Love in Greek  poetry &philosophy (Sappho, Plato)

13. Justice and virtue in ancient Greek and Roman thought

14. The concept of Time in ancient mythology and modern science 

15. Ancient Greek calendar. The origin of Greek months.
16.  Universe and Human soul: Neo-Platonic background to Religious practice

17. Find out who were the real historical figures described in Plato's dialogues (Euthyphro, Aristophanes, Alcibiades, Diotima, etc.)? 
18. Describe one of the characters of Plato’s dialogue as a literature character, what kind of person he is?  Prove it with situations and quotations from the dialogue.
19. The reasons of Wars in ancient Greece according to Thucydides. 

20. What qualities of famous Greeks and Romans were emphasized in writings of .Plutarch? 

Course Grading:

All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

90-100 A
         Research paper –    10%

80-89

B
         Midterm exam –      20%                                            
70-79

C                 Final Exam        –    20%                                              



60-69

D
         Tests, quizzes    _    30%



           Below 60     F                 Presentations      -   10%


                                        Performance      -     10%
Course Text:

The Ancient World.A Social and Cultural History by Brendan Nagle. Prentice Hall, 2005
Recommended optional reading:
Relevant passages from : 
Homer Iliad & Odyssey; 

Hesiod Works & Days ;

Aristotle Politics & Athenian Constitution; 

Herodotus Histories; 

Thucydides Peloponnesian War; 

Plutarch Life of Lykourgos & Life of Solon; 

Xenophon Constitution of the Spartans &Constitution of the Athenians;

Aristophanes Wasps; Knights;

Plato Protagoras; Republic;  The Statesman; 

Diogenes Laertios Lives of the Philosophers; 

Cicero Republic; On Duties; On the Laws; 

Caesar The Civil War

Texts for research and presentations:
1. Iamblichus On The Mysteries Of The Egyptians, Chaldeans And Assyrians And Life Of Pythagoras To Which Have Been Added Ethical And Political Fragments Of Ancient Pythagorean Writers (Paperback) by Thomas Taylor (Translator), Prometheus Trust, 1999.
2. Hermetica: The Greek Corpus Hermeticum and the Latin Asclepius in a New English Translation, with Notes and Introduction 
by Brian P. Copenhaver (Editor) (Paperback - October 12, 1995)
3. Kerenyi, Carl. DIONYSOS: Archetypal Image of Indestructible Life. Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 1976.

4. Ouspensky, P.D. The Fourth Way. Vintage Books, New York, 1971.

5. Svetlov, R.V. Gnozis I Ekzegetika. Russia Christian Academy of Humanities, St. Petersburg, 1998.

6. Lloyd, Seton. The Art of the Ancient Near East. Oxford University Press, London, 1961.

7. Wallis Budge, E. A. The Book of the Dead: the Hieroglyphic Transcript and Translation into English of the Ancient Egyptian Papyrus of Ani. University Books, New York, 1960.

8. Horwitz, Sylvia L. The Find of a Lifetime: Sir Arthur Evans and the Discovery of Knossos. Viking Press, New York, 1981.

9. Chadwick, John. The Mycenaean World. Cambridge University Press, New York, 1976.

10. Wood, Michael. In Search of the Trojan War. Facts on File Publications, New York, 1985.

11. Rhodius, Apollonius. Argonautica: Jason and the Golden Fleece. Heritage Press, New York, 1960.

12. Woldering, Irmgard. The Art of Egypt: The Time of the Pharaohs.       Greystone Press, New York, 1963.

13. Westendorf, Wolfhart. Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture of Ancient Egypt. Harry N. Abrams, INC Publishers, New York, 1968.

14. Kemp, Barry J. Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilization. Routledge, New York, 1991.

15. Meyer, Marvin W. The Ancient Mysteries: Sacred Texts of the Mystery Religions of the Ancient Mediterranean World. Harper & Row Publishers, San Francisco, 1987.

16. Adkins, Lesley and Roy A.  Handbook to Life in Ancient Rome.  Oxford University Press, New York: 1994.

 17. Bonner, Stanley.  Education in Ancient Rome. 

        University of   California Press, Berkley: 1977

18. Pomeroy, Sarah B.  Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves: 
 Women In Classical Antiquity.  Schocken Books, New York: 1995.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1
Aug 21- 25        Introduction to the course. The source of history 

and historiography. Historical views on evolution: progress, chaos, cycles, spiral. ‘The message of God’. 
Week 2
Aug 28-Sept 1   Periods of Greek history. Minoan culture and civilization.
                 “Minoans”; slides

      Assignment: Ch.4, handouts 
Week 3 
Sept 4-8             Sept 4 Labor Day – No classes
                           Mycenaean civilization.
                           “Crete &Mycenae”, slides 

                           Assignment: Ch.4, handouts; be ready for the quiz

      Sept 6  Quiz-on Minoan and Mycenaean cultures
Week 4 
Sept 11-15         Archaic Age.  Sappho of Lesbos.

                           Greek mythology: Gods and Heroes

      Hesiod on Gods and creation. 
                          Assignment Ch.4+ handouts. 

      Students’  presentations on poetry and mythology.

Week 5
 Sept 18-22       Trojan War. Homer: “Iliad” and “Odyssey”.

                Reading & discussion
                Assignment Ch.4, handouts; Prepare the presentation on
       one of the heroes of Trojan War from “Iliad”
Week 6
Sept 26-29        Students’ presentations on Trojan War 


               “ Troy “
Week 7
Oct 2-6              Greek cities: Athens, Corinth, Sparta, Delphi, Olympia, 
      Thebes. Greek values.Olympic Games. 

                           “Athens &Ancient Greece”
        Assignment : Ch.6+ handouts

Week 8

 Oct 9-13           Quiz on Classical Greek cities 
                          Greek art: architecture, sculpture, frescoes,

                           pottery music.                  

                           “Greek temples”, slides.
       Assignment:Ch. 5, 6+handouts
Week 9
Oct 16-20         Greek philosophy. Pre-Socratics. Socrates.

      “7 wise men’ questions; Philosophical debate.

      “Barefoot in Athens”.
       Assignment: Ch.6+handouts
Week 10
 Oct 23-27        Greek philosophy (cont). Plato. 

                          Neo-Platonism. Mystical Philosophy.      
      Assignment: Ch.6+handouts
October 30 – Midterm dialogue due
Week 11
Oct 30-Nov3       Greek theater; Tragedy as an expression of                                     

                             Dionysian ideal; Religion of Dionysus - a
                         ‘  New Testament of Hellenes’; Orphic mysteries;
                            Passions of Gods and Heroes; Apollonian and               

        Dionysian in art; Dionysus and Nietzsche;
        Catharsis in Aristotle. 

      Assignment: Ch.6+Handouts. Prepare for the group               presentation of one of the Greek plays: “Oedipus the king” by Sophocles;”Medea” (Euripides),“Agamemnon” (Aeschylus); “Lysistrata (Aristophanes) 

Week 12
Nov 6-10                 Group presentation of Greek drama or comedy.
                                 Hellenistic World. Alexander the Great.

                                 “Alexander”.
Assignment:     Ch.7 +handouts
Week 13
Nov 13-17               The Etruscans and early Rome. Aeneas.
                                 The growth of Rome. Punic Wars. Hannibal.

                                 Political & Social Life in Roman Republic.
                                 ‘Dignity. Honor. Order’
 


   Assignment   Ch.8,9
Week 14
Nov 20-25               Building of Roman Empire. The transformation of

                                Roman Republic. Tiberius Gracchus. 

                                Julius Caesar; Augustus. 
                                Roman culture. Cicero; Virgil; Horace.

                                 Marcus Aurelius. Titus Livius

                                 Roman Entertainments; gladiators.
Assignment h.9, 10+handouts
Research paper due
Week 15
Nov 27-Dec1          The Roman World and its crisis. 

                                The rise of the Byzantine Empire.
                                Justinian. Diocletian.Constantine
                                Old religion and Christianity.
Assignment Ch.12, 13
Final Exam – Tuesday, Dec.5, 10.30-12.30
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