EN 101 04-Introduction to Expository Writing

Chaminade Univ
Fall 2006


MWF: 10-10:50AM 

 F 253
Dr. Allison E. Francis          Phone: 735 4863

206B Henry Hall   Office hours: MW—8-9 AM; 

Tues—1-4PM, and by appointment

email: afrancis@chaminade.edu

Required Texts:

Selby, Norwood, et.al.



Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide
Munger, David, ed.



 80 Readings for Composition, second edition 
Ihimaera, Witi




The Whale Rider






American English Dictionary (College edition)

Handouts
Video:







Caro, Niki




Whale Rider (2003)
Course Requirements:

4 Short papers (3 pages)

2 Revisions

1 Diagnostic essay

Workshops—Peer Review

Personal conferences

Final Exam

This course aims to improve your writing, editing and revising skills, and to enhance your ability to identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella.  Writing and revising improves with practice; therefore, by studying good prose models, like the essays we will read and discuss in this course, you will develop and strengthen your reading comprehension and written rhetorical skills.  

Course Objectives (in addition to those goals listed by the English Department)

· To perfect the use of English grammar and sentence structures

· To demonstrate the ability to critically and analytically read texts

· To demonstrate the ability to create a strong thesis statement and supporting sentences

· To construct coherent and unified essays

· To effectively revise and edit essays

· To identify and employ various rhetorical modes, i.e. definition, description, narration, persuasion, cause and effect, argument, classification, comparison and contrast.

Papers:
All papers must be typed and double-spaced without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  I will not accept any late papers.  Your papers must be turned in on time via WebCT: acad.chaminade.edu/online  

In addition to submitting papers online, be prepared to bring in multiple hard copies of your essays to class during workshop sessions.  At least two of your papers will be revised.  Good revisions will improve your grade.  Remember, all your work must be your own!  Any plagiarized papers or assignments (papers copied from someone else, a text, or the Internet) will receive an ‘F’ grade and you will fail the course.
Workshops:
During workshops, fellow classmates will offer constructive criticism on your papers. You will meet in small groups and review each other’s essays. Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  Workshop attendance is mandatory.  Missing one workshop will count as missing two classes.

Personal Conferences: Personal conferences offer you an opportunity to discuss your progress in this course with me. In the first conference we will assess your writing technique and focus on thesis development.  The second conference will assess your work as we near the end of the term.  Do not limit yourself to these two conferences.  Feel free to see me during my office hours if you have any issues you wish to discuss outside of class.

Class participation is crucial (especially during workshops); therefore, attendance is MANDATORY.  
If you are late more than three times, your final grade will be affected!
More than two unexcused absences will lower your final mark by one grade!

All mobile phones must be turned off during class or I will confiscate them!

Assessed Work for EN 101:

Class Participation:

10% (of final mark)

DE/Quizzes/worksheets:
10% (of final mark)
2nd Essay:


15% (of final mark)

3rd Essay:


15% (of final mark)

4th Essay


15% (of final mark)
5th Essay:


15% (of final mark)
Final:



20% (of final mark)


                                                            100%

Grading Scale:


A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner


C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.
Plagiarism:
Submitting someone else’s writing as your own, copying partial or entire texts from published and unpublished sources, or even paraphrasing material without acknowledging the author, is a serious breach of academic honesty.  I will not tolerate any acts of plagiarism in this course.  According to the Chaminade General Catalog, “Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the EVPP and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question to an ‘F’ for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.” 

ENGL 101 04
Syllabus (schedule subject to changes)
Week



Assignment

	Wk 1—Aug 21-25


 


	 Orientation
Essay #1 (diagnostic)—What makes you an academic writer?  

Using Web CT

Handouts 
Writing Simplified: “The Process of Writing;” “Pre-writing” (1-9)

Assessment tool

	Wk 2-Aug 28-Sept 1
	Classification (32)

Readings: Austin, “Water Trails” (80); Austen, from Pride and Prejudice (176); Safire, “The Perfect Paragraph” (36)
WS: “Writing Effective Paragraphs” (9-17) 

Sentence Sorting exercise (16)
What is the difference between a topic sentence and a thesis statement?

Chronology (31)

handout:  Ehrlich, “Spring” (180)

	Wk 3-Sept 4-8


	 Sept 4th—Labor Day No Class!

WS: “What to Write About” (17-26); Review: The Writing Process: (43-45)
Definition (29-30)

Readings:    Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (116); Theroux, “Being a Man” (159); Lawrence, “Pornography” (135); Atwood, “Pornography” (139)

Sept 8th—Essay #2 due! Submit multiple copies for peer review

	Wk 4-Sept 11-15


	 Sept 11—Workshop: Peer Review of Essay #2 

WS: “Review—The Writing Process” (39-43); handouts “Fine Points”—subject-verb agreement (50-4); fragments (46-48)

In-class revision

Revision of Essay #2 due! Sept 15th!

	Wk 5-Sept 18-22
	Narrative (26)
 Readings: Hurston, “I Get Born” (306); Wright, from Black Boy (318) 

Example & Description  (28-29)

Jefferson, “Declaration of Independence” (234); Hawthorne, “Journal Notes on Thoreau” (26)

WS: “Fine Points”—Adjectives and Adverbs (55-7) 


	Wk 6-Sept 26-29
	Process (30)

 Readings:  Didion “On Keeping a Notebook” (2); Shelley, “Intro to Frankenstein” (12)

Handout: Grealy, “Mirrorings”

WS: “Fine Points”—Comma & semi-colon (58-63); Splices (48-50)

Sept 29th—Essay #3 due!

	Wk 7-Oct 2-6
	Oct 2nd—Personal conferences re assessment

Cause & Effect (35)

Readings:  Chief Seattle, “Address” (54); Douglass, “4th of July” (239)

WS: “Fine Points”—Apostrophes: its/it’s (63-65); Abbreviations and Numbers (65-69)


	Wk 8-Oct 9-13
	Oct 9th—Discovers’ Day—No Class!

Oct 11th! Revision of diagnostic essay due!

Library and Workbook Project

	Wk 9-Oct 16-20
	Argument (36)
Readings: Regan, “Animal Rights, Human Wrongs” (274);  Rose, “Proud to be Speciesist” (280)

Persuasion  (37)
Sowell, “Cold Compassion”  (284)

WS: “Fine Points”—Quotation Marks (69-71); in-class exercise



	Wk 10-Oct 23-27
	Humor and Satire

Readings: Twain, “Running for President” (225); Vonnegut, “How to Write with Style” (39); Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (217)

Oct 25th! Essay #4 Due! In-class revision

Oct 27th! Personal Conferences re assessment!

	Wk 11-Oct 30-Nov 3
	Resume-building: Uses and applications

Handouts: Resumes, letters of application, references

Readings: O’Hayre, “A First Look at Gobbleygook” (17) 

Approaching Poetry (handouts)

Last Day to Drop Courses—Nov 3rd!

	Wk 12—Nov 6-10
	Full Narrative Structure

Begin Ihimaera’s Whale Rider

	Wk 13—Nov 13-17
	Complete Whale Rider

Video viewing—Film version of Whale Rider

Compare and Contrast exercise on novel and film
Essay #5 Due! Nov 17th!

	Wk 14—Nov 20-24
	Workshop—Peer Review of Essay #5

Summary exercises

Handouts

Nov 20-24th—Maui Invitational

Nov 23-24th—Thanksgiving Recess—No Classes!

	Wk 15-Nov 27-Dec 1
	 Summary Wrap-up

Review for final exam

Revision of Essay #5 Due! Dec 1st!


