COURSE#315  NEW TESTAMENT




SPRING DAY/2006
Instructor:  David Anderson [Home:  947-8922/Chaminade:  735-4867- Henry 206-P]      H-104

E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu

                            M-W-F:  2:00-2:50pm  [3 credits]

Catalogue Description
Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the Letters of Paul.

They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection upon

the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their

presence and application within the continuing Christian Tradition.

GOAL

To provide insight into & invite appreciation for the person and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth,

as found in the writings of the New Testament.  Within scope of early Christianity’s belief &

praxis, evidenced in diverse communities and moments – with both unity & pluriformity, –

this course aims to present New Testament times & literature as a rich mosaic of Christianity’s

primal era.  The course seeks to provide a base for and suggest a key toward evaluating all

church history that follows upon the Jesus event.

OBJECTIVES

1) to examine the history, literature & religion of Christianity in its earliest stages,

with a view toward identifying the essential beliefs & values which emerged in light of

Jesus & in context of both Judaism & the Greco-Roman world.

2) to survey this varied body of literature & school of authors, highlighting their function

as enduring foundational documents for both church & civilization

3) to contrast the different images of Jesus as the Christ contained in the documents,

discerning both their common & particular features which invite & direct humankind

towards a faith that is both understandable & livable

4) to probe the world of contemporary biblical scholarship, utilizing the historical critical

method, to better note the literary and theo-moral legacy of early Christianity which

reaches from antiquity to modernity

5) to acknowledge the New Testament Way of Holiness, which links Christians of all ages 

and is correlative to other religious ways & traditions, peoples & movements within history

Requirements

1) presence & participation in all scheduled classes throughout the semester

2) completion of all assignments & projects as given throughout the course

3) satisfactory completion of all examinations during the semester

Recommendations

1) notebook for recording information during class presentations & assigned readings

2) research & reading of extra materials relevant to the course

3) attentive & participative class presence to foster learning attitude & aptitude

Date
Day
Class
Course Material
1/9
  M
   1
Introduction
1/11
  W
   2     
The New Testament as Scripture

1/13
   F
   3
The Pre-history of Jesus (I)  [Text: 21-88]






1/16
  M
   
No Class  [Fr. Chaminade / Martin Luther King Day]
1/18
  W
   4
The Pre-History of Jesus (II)  [handout]





1/20
   F
   5
The Pre-History of Jesus (III) 






1/23
  M
   6
The Jesus of History 







1/25
  W
   7
The Preaching of Jesus (I)  [handout]







1/27
   F
   8 
The Preaching of Jesus (II)








1/30
  M
   9
The Preaching of Jesus (III)

2//1
  W
  10
The Death of Jesus







2/3
   F
  11
The Resurrection of Jesus






 

2/6
  M
  12
Film (I)

2/8
  W
  13   
Film (II)

2/10
   F
  14
Film (III)










2/13
  M
  15
The Movement of Jesus / The Church of Jesus (I)  [Text:  93-150]
2/15 
  W
  16
The Movement of Jesus / The Church of Jesus (II)

2/17 
   F
  17
The Life of Paul  [Text:  259-274]







2/20
  M

No Class  [Presidents’ Day]







2/22
  W
  18
Review

2/24
  F
  19
Mid-Course Exam I








2/27
  M
  20
The Writings of Paul (I)  [Text:  281-338]

3/1
  W
  21
The Writings of Paul (II)  [Text:  343-389]





3/3
   F
  22
The Writings of Paul (III)  [Text:  393-420]






3/6
  M
  23
Universalizing Paul  [Text:  423-449]




3/8
  W
  24
Film (I)

3/10
   F
  25
Film (II)










3/13  
  M
  26
Film (III)

3/15
  W
  27
Introduction to the Gospels







3/17
   F
  28
The Gospel of Mark  [Text:  155-179]




 

3/20-3/24
 
No Classes  [Spring Break]







3/27
  M
  
No Class  [Prince Kuhio Day]







3/29
  W
  29
The Gospel of Matthew  [Text:  187-207]

3/31
   F
  30
The Gospel of Luke & The Acts of the Apostles   [Text:  213-252]



4/3
  M
  31
The Gospel of John  [Text:  521-569]

4/5
  W
  32
The Letters of John   [Text:  457-526]

4/7
   F
  33
The Book of Revelation  [Text:  573-589]
  





4/10
  M
  34
The Letter to the Hebrews

4/12 
  W 
  35
The Other Letters

4/14
   F
 
No Class  [Good Friday]








4/17  
  M
  36
Review
4/19
  W
  37
Mid-Course Exam II

4/21
   F         38
New Testament Theology & Spirituality (I)






4/24
  M
  39
New Testament Theology & Spirituality (II)

4/26  
  W
  40
The New Testament Today

4/28  
  F
  41
Conclusion:  Overview & Evaluation





                                                    Important Notes

    
Course Text:  The Writings of the New Testament (An Interpretation)  [with CD-Rom]



by Luke Timothy Johnson (Augsburg Fortress, 2002)

Grading Method:  
40%  notebook portfolio 

40%  mid-course examinations (20% each)





20%  final exam

Class Absences:
If a student misses more than 6 classes during the semester,




the highest grade possible becomes a ‘B’.  If there are more than




10 absences, the student is encouraged to withdraw from the course




Students arriving more than 20 minutes late shall be marked absent.

Class Schedule:   subject presentations may be amended as deemed necessary

Final Exam:  Monday – May 1st:  12:45 – 2:45pm

Student Assignment:
Notebook Portfolio




Each student is required to make a set of class notes in a bound

notebook given to this course only.  The front half of the notebook shall contain ideas taken from class presentations (on the right side)

with other thoughts & materials being assigned to the left side. 

The back half of the notebook shall be for personal reflections

on all course-related materials.  Notebook portfolios shall be

periodically handed in and graded for content & appearance.


Make-up Exams:  administered orally only after submitting an official excuse



       for failure to be present at time of written exam


Class Deportment:  students are asked to be in class at the start time with only




          appropriate course material at desktop / all cellphones are 




          to be on silent mode / no getting up or walking about during




          classtime / no leaving class without permission

 *
Thank you for your cooperation on all of the above matters  *

