COURSE RE#301   


      CHRISTOLOGY
     
          Fall Day, 2006

Instructor: David Anderson [home phone:  947-8922 ]   Humanities Dept:  Henry 206-P/ext.867]

[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu ]           Main Campus:  Henry 203 / M-W-F:  10:00-10:50am

Catalogue Description: Students are confronted with Jesus’ question: “Who do you say that I am?”

as they study the many ways that Christians and others have answered the question.  They 
will examine the transitions in early Christianity, as they prayed and lived the mystery of 
Jesus, Son of Mary and Son of God, and how the Christian community developed high and 
low theological approaches to their experiences in Christ.  Students will study many of the contemporary controversies over the meaning, person and story of Jesus of Nazareth, 
who is the Christ.

Goal:
To introduce the human Jesus who preached and ministered in the power of the Spirit


and to survey the response and debate that followed in his wake – concerning his person


and work.  Building upon a scriptural database, the course will examine critical


developments in the historical tradition – from patristic through medieval to modern


times.  Consideration will be given to the early christological debates, conciliar


statements and the various heresies they sought to address. There will be a brief


historical survey of christologies which detail Jesus’ person and work in sometimes


diverse, sometimes complementary ways.  Special emphasis will be given to


christological themes and systems relevant to the contemporary world and its agenda.

Objectives:


1) To resource the scriptures and early church tradition in search of the essence of the historical

Jesus, to highlight the preaching and movement of Jesus and the consequential developments within his earthly career

2)
To weigh the paradox of Christian faith with regard to the dual aspect of Jesus’ person:

the divine and the human – as articulated by reason and proclaimed by faith

3)
To trace the development and tension of Christian belief about Jesus as witnessed in the

conciliar debates which established boundaries between orthodoxy and heresy

4) To survey diverse ways and reasons for interpreting Jesus’ person and work with regard to

specific theological themes, such as:  Trinity & soteriology, grace & sin, creation & redemption, eschatology & hope, discipleship & life, liberation & cosmic consummation

      5)
To advance the heritage of Christian theology and belief in light of a contemporary psycho-

social spirituality which focuses on the quest for God and self through the medium of a world-embracing ‘humanum’

Requirements:

1) presence & participation in the scheduled classes for this course

2) satisfactory completion of all exams, assignments & projects as given throughout the course

3) submission of 3 three-page Christology papers throughout the course of the semester
Recommendations:

1) course notebook for recording data from each class presentation
2) research and reading of extra materials relevant to the course content

3) attentive and participative presence to foster a learning attitude and aptitude

Date
Day
Class
Course Material
8/21
  M
   1
Introduction
8/23
  W
   2
Jesus of History (I)
8/25
   F
   3
Jesus of History (II)  [handout]







8/28
  M
   4
The Humanity of the Historical Jesus  [MFC:  ch 1:19-42]
8/30
  W
   5
Jesus & the Kingdom (I)   
9/1          F
   6
Jesus & the Kingdom (II)  [IC:  ch 5:58-68 & ch 6:69-85]




9/4
  M
   
(No Class – Labor Day Holiday)
9/6
 W
   7
The Death of Jesus (I)  [IC:  ch 7:86-96]   [short quiz:  10% of mid-course]
9/8
   F
   8
The Death of Jesus (II)  (MFC:  ch 7:165-188]





9/11  
  M
   9
The Resurrection of Jesus (I)  [IC:  ch 8:97-114 & ch 9:115-126 & ch 10:127-138]
9/13
  W
  10
The Resurrection of Jesus (II)
9/15
   F
  11
From Jesus of History to Christ of Faith






9/18
  M
  12
Film (I)
9/20
  W
  13
Film (II)
9/22
   F
  14
Discussion











9/25
  M
  15
New Testament Christology (I)  [IC:  ch 14:174-187]

9/27 
  W
  16
New Testament Christology (II)   

9/29
   F
  17
Early Christianity:  Doctrine & Heresy (I)  [IC:   ch 15:188-201]




10/2
  M
  18
Early Christianity:  Doctrine & Heresy (II)  [handout]
10/4
  W
  19
Review
10/6
   F
  20
Mid-Course Exam I    









10/9
  M
  
 (No Class – Discoverers’ Day Holiday)
10/11
  W
  21
Early Christian Doctrine & Councils (I)  [MFC:  ch 2:43-58]
10/13
   F
  22
Early Christian Doctrine & Councils (II)






10/16
  M
  23
Christology of the Middle Ages (I)  [handout]
10/18
  W
  24
Christology of the Middle Ages (II)
10/20
   F  
  25
Reformation Christology (I)








10/23
  M
  26
Reformation Christology (II) 


10/25
  W
  27
Contemporary Christology  
10/27
   F
  28
Liberation Christology (I)  [MFC:  ch 4:108-114]





10/30
  M
  29
Liberation Christology (II)

11/1
  W
  30
Feminist Christology (I)  [MFC:  ch 5:115-138]

11/3
   F
  31
Feminist Christology (II)








11/6       M
  32
Ecumenical Christology (I)  [MFC:  ch 8:189-212] 

11/8
  W
  33
Ecumenical Christology (II)  [handout]
11/10
   F
  
(No Class- Veterans’ Day Holiday)







11/13
  M
  34
Cosmic Christology (I)  [MFC:  ch4:96-104]
11/15
  W
  35
Cosmic Christology (II)

11/17
   F
  36
Film (I)











11/20
  M
  37
Film (II)
11/22
  W
  38
Trinity:  Mystery of the Christian God  [MFC:  ch 2:59-67]]

11/24
   F
 
(No Class – Thanksgiving Recess)








11/27
  M
  39
Grace & Sin  [IC:  ch 11:139-149 & ch 12:150-163 & ch 13: 164-173]

11/29
  W
  40
Life  “through / with / in”  Christ Today   

12/1
   F
  41
Conclusion:  Overview & Evaluation







Important Notes


Course Texts:
  1) The College Student’s Introduction to Christology
      


      by William P. Loewe (The Liturgical Press, 1996)




  2) The Many Faces of Christology



      by Tyron L. Inbody (Abingdon Press, 2002)
Grading Method:  
40%   short quiz (10%) & mid-course exam (30%) 

30%   3 three-page Christology reports (10% each) 





20%   final exam





10%   presence & participation
Class Absences:
If a student misses more than 6 classes during the semester,



the highest grade possible becomes a ‘B’.  If there are more than




10 absences, the student is encouraged to withdraw from the course.





Students arriving more than 20 minutes late shall be marked absent.





Unexcused absences have a bearing on calculation of the final grade.

Class Schedule:  subject presentations may be amended as deemed necessary

Final Exam:  Thursday:  December 7th – 10:30am – 12:30pm
Student Assignment:

Three (3) three-paged typed-written Christology papers



The papers are to cover any of the major components of




Christological study as mapped throughout the semester.




Each student is free to choose the areas to report on, but 




the required reports are due one week after the material




has been taken in class. Papers are to indicate two dates:
             

the last date that the material was taken in class and the




date when the paper is being submitted.




[eg. If a student decides to write a report on Reformation




       Christology, since the material in class is to end on 


10/23, the paper should be submitted no later than


10/30.  Papers turned in later than the required time

will be docked points]


Make-up Exams:  administered orally (after submitting an official excuse for




       failure to be present at time of written exam)


Class Deportment:  students are asked to be in class at the start time with only




          appropriate course material at desktop / all cellphones are 




          to be on silent mode / no getting up or walking about 




          during classtime / no leaving class without permission

                           *  Thank you for your cooperation on all of the above matters  *

Service Learning Course:  
For those who would like to add a service learning dimension




to their academic study of Jesus Christ, this course will both





allow and encourage such an option.  In lieu of the twelve hours





of service rendered in some directed project and with completion 





of all the required components of service learning courses 





[cf. service learning sheets], students in this course will be 





entitled to a work reduction in their academic course





requirements:  instead of 3 three-paged papers in Christology,





only 1 three-paged paper will be required [thus, the paper will




constitute 10% of the grade & the service learning project will





constitute 20% of the grade]

