EN 101 Introduction to Expository Writing                                              Fall day 2006

Instructor: Al Lovington   E-mail: lovingtoy001@hawaii.rr.com (home phone: 395-3631)

                                                      Tentative Syllabus
Texts:

 Ellsworth, Blanche and John Higgins. English Simplified (10th ed.)

            Pearson Education, Inc. 2004.

 Selby, Norwood and Pamela Bledsoe. Writing Simplified. Pearson Education, Inc. 2004.

 Skwire, David and Sarah. Writing with a Thesis: A Rhetoric and Reader (9th ed.). 

            Harcourt College Publishers: New York. 2005.

Grading: 

30%- Writing Assignments (essays #1,#3 and #4 worth 10% each)

20%- Peer Editing 

20%- Compare and Contrast essay

15%- quizzes, assignments, and participation/ attendance 

10%- Teaching grammar/ writing pointers from English Simplified

05%- Final Exam

Late work on First Drafts receives half credit 

Final Drafts are due the last day of class, E-mail, or hardcopy in mailbox in Henry #118

Four Graded Essays

Essay #1: Three-five page summary of Writing Simplified: First Draft due week 3

Essay #2: Eight page Compare and Contrast- Pro and Con of Usury: Draft due week 8 

Essay #3: Three-five page Cause and Effect essay on the circumstances of your  

                 Childhood- 1st Person Narrative: First Draft due week 12 

Essay #4: Three-five page Cause and Effect essay on the circumstances of your  

                 Childhood- 3rd Person Narrative: First Draft due week 14 

Editing

1. You give one copy to each group member 

2. They edit the essay, sign the back page, and return it to you

3. You make changes accordingly

4. You go through one more round of editing and then give the teacher your last draft 

     (along with the edited copies)

5. The teacher edits your essay and returns it to you

6. You make the changes and turn-in the final draft with “Final Draft” written at the top

    (turn-in final draft along with teacher’s edited copy)

7. Get grade: maximum of two letter grades can be earned from First Draft to Final Draft
Objectives:

This course will introduce students to objective and analytical expository writing.  From research, observation, critical thinking, and analysis, students will learn to develop thesis statements upon which the body of an essay will be built.  Students will learn to be  analytical in their use of one or more of the basic expository types to achieve efficacy and efficiency in their writing.  Students will use noncolloquial Standard American English and observe the applicable conventions in punctuation, grammar, and syntax.  

     The importance of a good introduction and conclusion will be emphasized.  Introductions should outline the thesis statement, discuss the methodology, and provide some idea of the sources which will be used in the essay.  Conclusions should reiterate the thesis statement and discuss how effectively the methodology was at proving or disproving the thesis.  In the conclusion, the author may apply critical thinking towards the thesis for purposes of extrapolation and prediction. 

     The organization and structure of the essay should be logical, efficient, and efficacious.  Vocabulary and the complexity of sentence structure should be appropriate to the audience.  When quoting sources, students should learn and use MLA documentation in all their writing.  As part of the writing process, students will learn to edit and proofread.  A major component of the course will be built around peer editing each essay.  

