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FALL  2006  


ENGLISH 480ST
RCHANDLE@CHAMINADE.EDU






Chaucer and Medieval Lit.

Phone: 739-4683








English 102  8 MWF H227

Office: Henry 206








English 102  9 MWF E207

Office Hours: 2-3  MWF







English 255 11 MWF E207

   and by appointment








English 480  1 MWF E202

TEXTS: 

Coote, Stephen.  English Literature of the Middle Ages 
Geoffrey Chaucer.  The Canterbury Tales.  Neville Coghill trans.  




   Troilus and Criseyde.  Neville Coghill trans.

Copies of some material will be handed out. 

Other Material is online as noted in syllabus.  I can make copies for those who prefer to hold the text. 

Good Online Dictionary of Middle English : http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/concise/concise.html

Chaucer and Medieval Literature is designed to provide the major and the non-major with an understanding of the English medieval period in terms of its culture, history, and literature, especially as it is reflected in the major writer of the era--Chaucer.  The course will cover representative examples of medieval literature including drama, romance, literature of love, and debate literature but will concentrate on the work of Chaucer where many of these types of literature coalesce. 

To successfully complete this course, you should: 

· demonstrate that you understand the conventions of the various types of literature (short and long paper, oral report, examinations)
· demonstrate that you understand the way the literature reflects the changing religious beliefs, culture, and history of England (examinations, short and long paper, oral reports, annotated bibliography) 
· demonstrate that you understand the unique characteristics of individual writers and individual works (examinations, short and long paper, oral reports, annotated bibliography)
· demonstrate that you can research a topic using peer reviewed, scholarly articles (long paper) 
· demonstrate that you can present a topic to the class (oral report) 
· demonstrate that you can write a series of summaries of the articles related to a particular topic or work (annotated bibliography) 
· demonstrate that you understand a particular work in light of scholarship on that work by writing a substantial (10 – 15 page) research paper

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 


Regular attendance: 5 point deductions for absences beyond 3 “free” absences


Class Participation


Annotated bibliography on Everyman

Oral Presentation and Paper: 4 to 5 pages: on one of  Chaucer’s tales (topics are listed on the syllabus: 
dates announced later)


Term paper: 10 – 15 pages: Due last day of class.  Complete instructions and suggested topics to follow


Reading Quizzes


Midterm and Final Examination

Grading: 

Exams: 
200



A = 810-900
Paper: 

200



B = 720-809 
Oral 





C = 630-719
Presentation 




D = 540-629

and Paper 
100



F =  450-539
Annotated 






Bibliography
100

Quizzes
100
Short Paper: 
100

Class 

Participation:
100

TOTAL 
900
There will be a good deal more than 100 quiz points offered, so it will be possible to accumulate a lot of extra points: but first you must earn 100 base points.  
MATERIALS TO BE COVERED: 

Beowulf

Noah

Abraham

The Second Shepherds’ Play

Everyman

“Sir Orfeo” 

 “Debate of the Owl and the Nightingale” 

The Canterbury Tales (Selections) 

The Two Married Women and the Widow

The Testament of Cresseid

Troilus and Criseyde 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Texts:  Many of the texts will be online.  I will provide you copies of the following texts: 

Chaucer, Geoffrey.  The Canterbury Tales.  Trans. Nevell


Coghill.  New York: Penguin, 2003. 

---. Troilus and Creseyde.  Trans. Nevill Coghill.  New 


York: Penguin, 1998.     

Coote, Stephen.  English Literature of the Middle Ages.  
Regular attention to this short text will help you a 
good deal in the course. 
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READING AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE DAY ASSIGNED IN THE FOLLOWING SYLLABUS OF READINGS

AUG
21
Introduction to course: Introduction to Medieval Period: 500 – 1500. Short segment on reading and 

summarizing articles.  


23
Continue Background: 



Assign Term Paper


25
Beowulf ll. 1 – 2000 or to beginning of Dragon segment.  Beowulf Text: http://www.heorot.dk/beo-
















ru.html 


Beowulf: Structure: http://www.uni-klu.ac.at/~jkoeberl/ Courses/ Beowulf/l_06_structure.pdf

Reading the contents of this site FIRST will help you get more out of the first reading.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

WEEK 2

28
Beowulf ll. 2000 – end.



Article: Stevens, Martin.  “The Structure of Beowulf from Gold-Hoard to Word-Hoard."  Modern 

Language Quarterly 39 (1978): 219-39.  Available through EBSCO search in Library Computer 

(use the title to find it). 


30
Medieval Drama:



Introduction to Medieval Drama: Mystery/Miracle/Morality: Evolution of Drama



Noah (Handout)


CRUDE online simulation of the movement of the York Cycle plays around the city: 





http://jerz.setonhill.edu/resources/PSim/applet/index.html



Article: Meyers, Walter E.  “Typology and the Audience of the English Cycle Plays.”  Studies in 

the Literary Imagination 8 (1975): 145-59.  Article available in PDF format in EBSCO.  Use the 

title for your search..  

SEP
 1
Isaac and Abraham (Handout)



Article: Normington, Katie.  “Giving Voice to Women: Teaching Feminist Approaches to the 


Mystery Plays.”  College Literature 28:2 (2001): 130-55.  (Not as long as it looks—footnotes and 

bibliography extensive—but pleasant reading).  Available in EBSCO.  Use the title for your search

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


 4
Labor Day Holiday 


 6
Second Shepherd's Play   (Handout)

 8
Everyman



Text: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/everyman.html,  This is modernized spelling and easy 

to read.



Website: Article: Coulson-Grigsby, Carolyn.  “Medieval Drama: Myths of Evolution, Pageant 


Wagons, and (Lack Of) Entertainment Value.”  A good counterview: 



http://www.the-orb.net/non_spec/missteps/ch5.html 


11
Assign Annotated Bibliography (2 articles) on Everyman: 2 articles to be handed out.  Also they are 

on reserve in the Library at the Circulation Desk.



Assign Library Exercise: 40 Extra Points.  

13
EVERYMAN (VIDEO) 



SUBMIT LIBRARY EXERCISE: 40 extra points. 


15
EVERYMAN (VIDEO)


Medieval Prose 



Sir Orfeo: 



Text: More Middle English but footnotes and sidenotes:  








http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/teams/orfeo.htm


Modern Text: Much easier to read: 



http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/litsubs/breton/orfeo.html

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


18
Article: Knapp, James F.  “The Meaning of Sir Orfeo.”  Modern Language Quarterly 29:3 (1968): 

263-74.  Article available in PDF format in EBSCO.  Use the title for your search.

20 
Debate Literature:


Two Married Women and A Widow: (Handout) 


LONG article: A Bowrd About Bed: Women’s Community of Laughter and the Woes of Marriage 

in Dunbar’s The Tretis of the Tua Mariit Wemen and the Wedo.”  Well worth the time spend 


reading!!  www.press.umich.edu/pdf/0472113216-ch3.pdf


Circulate Oral Report Sheet: Discuss


22
Owl and Nightingale:



Text: http://www.soton.ac.uk/~wpwt/trans/owl/owltrans.htm



Modern translation.  



Short Article: Some humor:  Brennan, John P.  “The Nightingale’s Forum: A Privy Council.”  


Chaucer Review 38:4 
(2004): 376-82.


Get Oral Report Sheet Back
--------------------------------------------------------------------------


25
Debate of the Body and the Soul (Handout)


Draft of Annotated Bibliography Due

27
Chaucer


A Taste of The Decameron by Boccaccio (translated from the Italian of course) 

http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/decameron/engDecShowText.php?myID=day01&expand=day01


(be sure to click the arrow)



Introduce Canterbury Tales



Return Annotated Bibliography Draft


29
Prologue to CT: Coghill



Article: "Introduction to the General Prologue" by Brother Anthony of Taize.



http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/chaucessays.htm 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

OCT
 2
MIDTERM EXAMINATION 

 4
Knight's Tale 


 6
Miller's Tale 


Annotated Bibliography Due: Final Draft
--------------------------------------------------------------------------


  9
Discoverer’s Day Holiday 

11
Reeve's Tale



Introduction to the Wife of Bath's Tale 

13
Wife of Bath's Tale 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


16
Clerk's Tale 


18
Merchant's Tale 


20
Franklin's Tale 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


23
Nun's Priest's Tale 


25
Pardoner's Tale


27
Parson's Tale
--------------------------------------------------------------------------


30
Retraction  

NOV
  1
Introduction: xi - xxvi



Troilus and Criseyde: Book I: Coghill.  Plan for some time reading for each "book" is between 150 

and 250 7-line stanzas long


  3
Article: Knopp, Sherron E.  "The Narrator and His Audience in Chaucer's Troilus and Criseyde."  

Studies in Philology 78:4 (1981): 323-41.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------


  6
 Troilus and Criseyde: Book II

  8
Troilus and Criseyde: Book III


10
Veterans’ Day Holiday 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


13
Troilus and Criseyde: Book IV




Article: Behrman, Mary.  "Heroic Criseyde." Chaucer Review 38:4 (2004): 314-36.  This is in 


EBSCO.  Use article title for your search.


15 
Troilus and Criseyde: Book V


17 
Troilus and Criseyde: Summary 


Rough Draft of Paper and Works Cited Page.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


20
Testament of Cresseid (Handout) 


22
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight


24
Thanksgiving Day Holiday

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


27
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight


29
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

DEC
 1
Last Day of Class



Paper Due 
Final Examination: ONE HOUR Tuesday, December 5, 2006  10:30 in this classroom

