VIOLIN / VIOLA

PRIVATE INSTRUCTION

Chaminade University

Courses: MUS 185 and MUS 285/385/485
These two hands-on courses at Chaminade are for beginners (#185), or students with previous experience in Violin or Viola (#285/385/485).

2 UNITS OF PASS/FAIL CREDIT

Because the study of these instruments requires the development of mental mapping, in addition to fine coordination of the fingers, the instructor requires 1.5 hours of instruction per week. Therefore each student must register for 2 units of PASS/FAIL credits.

THE INSTRUMENT IS NOT INCLUDED

Students that do not have access to an appropriate instrument kit must be prepared to spend the time or money to purchase or find access to one. Communication with the instructor before purchasing or renting an instrumental kit is recommended. This can be done via email or via phone, preferably before the course period begins. In addition, an inexpensive textbook may be required, and other sheet music might be necessary. 

LESSON LOCATION

There are no prerequisites of music theory for #185, for the students will each learn at their pace, a possibility in private instruction. Lessons take place in an air-conditioned room (Eiben Hall) as assigned by the Music Department, and the weekly lessons begin during the second week of the semester.

CURRICULUM

The instruction focuses on learning how to hold the instrument to advantage, how to play in-tune, developing dexterity and fine control in both arms, knowledge of drills and exercises to develop speed and accuracy, and recommendations as to pieces to apply the skills on.

RECITAL

Aside from setting a lesson time and weekday, and meeting with the instructor at the appointed time, students of #285/385/485 are required to prepare for, attend in full, and perform in the student recital scheduled about two weeks before Finals. The date and time is announced by the Music Department during the early part of the corresponding semester, and is usually on a Tuesday evening. Students of #285/385/485 are gradually taught performing skills as needed to prepare for public performances. The instructor may or may not be able to be present at the Recital.

PERFORMING NOT REQUIRED OF BEGINNING STUDENTS

Students of #185 do not have to perform in the recital, but are required to attend the full recital, to observe other students practice performing concepts and skills. Students that fail to follow through with the recital requirements will not be given a PASS grade for the course. The Recital last from 1 to 2 hours.

VOLUNTARY PERFORMANCES, INDEPENDENT OF THE COURSE
Students who are able to perform with some degree of quality may be invited to participate in school or outside events as part of an ensemble (TBA). These activities should be considered as voluntary participation, with the student carefully judging whether it could impact positively or negatively on preparation and performance in other coursework and responsibilities. Aside from the Recital requirements, other performing activities are to be considered as totally voluntary, the student is not required to participate, and these activities are to be considered totally independent of the course requirements and of Chaminade University as a legal entity.
Students with no previous knowledge of Violin have gained a proper foundation. Intermediate students have learned how Violin is welcomed in many types of celebrations. Chaminade's program is very flexible so that any student, who really desires to learn, can, at their own pace.
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