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Course Description/Catalogue Description:
This course will focus on developmentally appropriate teaching strategies, materials, and activities for the early childhood classroom.  Theories of learning development will be used along with practical teaching methods.  Development of classroom environment and classroom management will be explored.

Course Content:
Developmental changes that typically occur from the ages of birth through age eight will be considered in relation to how teachers can best support children’s learning and development during these years.  Practitioners will consider the National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Standards for Developmentally Appropriate Practice along with the State of Hawaii’s Preschool Standards Guiding Principles while developing learning opportunities and assessment of children in the early childhood setting.  The practical implications of Developmentally Appropriate Practice will be considered as well.

Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course,

1.
Students will increase understanding of learning development in children ages birth-8

years.  (HTSB 1 and 3)

2. Students will introduce techniques for creating a caring community of learners.  

(HTSB 2 and 4)

3. Students will practice techniques to enhance children’s learning and development.

(HTSB 1, 3, and 7)

4. Students will construct appropriate classroom curriculum.  (HTSB 1, 5, and 6)

5. Students will assess children’s learning and development.  (HTSB 5 and 8)

6. Students will develop understanding around the importance of reciprocal relationships with families.  (HTSB 10)

7. Students will reflect on and discuss personal learning experiences.  (HTSB 9)

Materials:

Bredekamp, Sue and Copple, Carol.  Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs, Revised Edition.  Washington, D.C.:  National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), 2004.

Kostelnik, Marjorie J., Soderman, Anne K., and Whiren, Alice P.  Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum—Best Practices in Early Childhood Education, 3rd Edition.  Columbus, Ohio:  Pearson Education, Inc., 2004.

Supplemental Readings

Participation:

Participation is strongly encouraged.  Success in this course requires a strict adherence to deadlines, a commitment to completing the readings, and active participation in the online discussions.  This participation will provide you with the content and experiences that you will need to reflect on and ultimately learn from.  Special arrangements must be made directly with the instructor if you are unable to meet these fundamental requirements. 

Academic Requirements/Assignments:

A. Participation:  Students will be evaluated on their participation by completing weekly readings, on-line discussions, and assignments.  Missed work may NOT be made up once the week has passed, so please be prepared with a back-up plan if your computer crashes or you will be out of town.

On-Line Discussions -  Because learning is a collaborative endeavor, you will be required to do weekly on-line discussions.  After everyone has done their first posting/discussion, I will be putting you into small groups.  Each week, you will need to read the posting of each of your other group members and write a response/reflection to them.  

B. Summary Papers:  Three mini-assignments/summary papers will be assigned during the course. These assignments will complement learning about topics discussed on-line.

1. What is developmentally appropriate practice?

2. Why is developmentally appropriate practice important for early childhood education?

3. Why are good relationships with families important for early childhood education?

      Five (5) points per assignment:



*1 point:  correct grammar, syntax, and spelling



*1 point:  fulfill the task or answer the question appropriately



*1 point:  provide evidence from the texts



*2 points:
state personal thoughts and reflections, analyze and think about the





information from the texts, don’t just restate/retell the information

C. Parent Letters:  Three parent letters will be assigned during the course.  These assignments will complement learning about topics discussed on-line.  

1. Share your educational philosophy/teaching philosophy with your parents

2. Share your discipline plan, which is supported by your teaching philosophy

3. Share your curriculum outline/plan, which is supported by your teaching philosophy

Ten (10) points per assignment.



*2 points:  correct grammar, syntax, and spelling



*2 points:  fulfill the task or answer the question appropriately



*2 points:  provide evidence from the texts



*4 points:
state personal thoughts and reflections, analyze and think about the





information from the texts, don’t just restate/retell the information

D. Video Reflections:  Videos will be available for you to download, view, and submit a reflection for.  Five (5) points per assignment.

*1 point:  correct grammar, syntax, and spelling

*1 point:  fulfill the task

*1 point:  provide supporting evidence from the texts

*2 points:  state personal thoughts and reflections, analyze and think about the


information from the texts, don’t just restate/retell the information

E. Family Interview:  Students will individually interview a family with a young child (age 0-8). They will inquire about developmental and educational issues that the family may have regarding their child. Students will create a mini unit and two curriculum activities/lesson plans pertaining to the needs of this child and family.

Ten (10) points:


*2 points:  Family Description (family members—first names and ages) and Interview 



questions to determine developmental and educational issues for one child


*4 points:  Identify developmental and educational issues/problems for one child and



state evidence from interview that supports your conclusions


*4 points:  Correct grammar, syntax, and spelling

Format:


I.
Family Description  (put a * next to your targeted child)




Example: Father:  Bob, 42 years old


II.
Interview Questions




Example: *Does Joey have any development problems or delays?


III.
Identify Issues or Problems (one or two)




Example: *Speech delay





    *Limited vocabulary


IV.
Evidence from Interview to Support Conclusions




Example: *Mom says that pediatrician is concerned about the lack of basic





vocabulary.

F.
Unit Write Up:  Utilizing the information gained from the family interview, students will select an appropriate unit topic, provide a rationale for their topic selection which includes evidence from the texts, and complete a concept outline for the different domains (aesthetic, affective, cognitive, language, physical, and social).  

G. Lesson Plans:  In alignment with the family interview and the unit write up, students will submit two (2) complete lesson plans.  A template will be provided.

H.  Final Exam/Reflection Paper

Grading:

Assignments for each week are due Sunday by 11:55 p.m.  No late assignments will be accepted.  Please plan accordingly.  Exceptions will be made based on emergency cases only.  Each student’s grade will be based on the content and clarity of assignments and understanding of the course matter.

Evaluation:


Participation (2 points x10)

20
(2 points per week)


Summary Papers (3 x 5 points)
15


Video Reflections (3 x 5 points)
15


Parent Letters (3 x 10 points)

30


Family Interview


10

Unit Write Up



20

Lesson Plans (2 x 15 points)

30

Final Exam/Reflection Paper

10

Total




150 points

Final Grades:
150 - 135 = A

134 - 120 = B

119 - 105 = C

104 -  90  = D

  89 -   0   = F

University Policy:

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Chair or Graduate Program Director. (If the Chair or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Chair or Director.

In either case, the Chair or Graduate Program Director may choose to 1) resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or 2) refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.”  (Taken from Chaminade University General Catalog, p. 48.)

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including Classroom deportment, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.

Course Schedule

Week 1

10/2/06
What is developmentally appropriate practice?



Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Practice, p. 3 to 52




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 2 to 37




Summary Paper 1:  “What is developmentally appropriate practice?”





(Post to assignment site and discussion site for feedback from





your learning group.)(I will post learning groups, once everyone





is listed on WebCT.)




Complete online discussion:  introduction and week 1

Week 2

10/9/06
Principles of Development and Learning

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Practice, p. 55 to 94




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 40 to 61




Summary Paper 2:  “Why is developmentally appropriate practice





important for early childhood education?”  (Post to assignment





site and discussion site for feedback from your learning group.)




Complete online discussion

Week 3

10/16/06
Planning and Implementing Effective Activities

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Practice, p. 97 to 138




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 66 to 118




Parent Letter 1: Share your educational philosophy/teaching philosophy





with your parents  (Post to assignment site and discussion site for

feedback from your learning group.)




Video Reflection 1 (watch video and submit a reflection)




Complete online discussion

Week 4

10/23/06
Organizing the Learning Environment

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Practice, p. 141-181




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 120 to 155




Family Interview




Video Reflection 2 (watch video and submit a reflection)




Complete online discussion

Week 5

10/30/06
Curriculum

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 236 to 397




Parent Letter 2: Share your curriculum outline/plan, which is supported by

your teaching philosophy  (Post to assignment site and discussion site for feedback from your learning group.)

Video Reflection 3 (watch video and submit a reflection)




Complete online discussion

Week 6

11/6/06
Integrating Curriculum

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 402 to 466




Unit Write Up




Complete online discussion

Week 7

11/13/06
Discipline

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 158 to 180




Parent Letter 3: Share your discipline plan, which is supported by your

 



teaching philosophy  (Post to assignment site and discussion site

for feedback from your learning group.)




Complete online discussion

Week 8

11/20/06
Assessment

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 182 to 204

Lesson Plan 1  




Complete online discussion

Week 9

11/27/06
Family/Parent Involvement

Assignments:




Read Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, p. 206 to 233




Summary Paper 3:  “Why are good relationships with families important





for early childhood education?”  (Post to assignment site and





discussion site for feedback from your learning group.)




Complete online discussion

Week 10

12/4/06
Final Exam/Reflection Paper



Assignment:

Lesson Plan 2  




Complete Final Online Discussion

