Chaminade University







        Fall 2006

SO407  Society and Mental Disorders



          MWF 1:00-1:50

Instructor:  Dr. Bryan Man

           

Office/Hours/Phone #:  BS 113;MWF: 8-10, or by appointment; 735-4850; bman@chaminade.edu

Syllabus

Description:  This course surveys the field of the sociology of mental health & illness.  Students will be introduced to the study of mental health and illness, to include social epidemiology, research methods, correlates and theory.  The underlying premise of the course is that mental health & illness can be understood in a wider social context, that which includes many factors such as culture, social institutions and social processes as affecting healthy or abnormal behavior in individuals.  Society is not an immutable monolith.  How it changes, in toto or in part, may have direct and indirect consequences on its members.  The task of the course is to ascertain how and why these impacts occur.  While there may be an emphasis on a more sociological understanding of mental health & illness, psychological and social-psychological perspectives will be introduced.

Objectives:  The student is expected to: a) learn about the competing models seeking to explain mental disorders; b) be able to understand (analyze) mental disorders from the sociological and the social-psychological perspectives, to include analysis within a larger social context and relationships of correlates; and c) be familiar with the nature of specific mental disorders discussed in the course. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  Student demonstrates a knowledge of:

the competing theoretical models seeking to explain mental disorders;

the understanding (to analyze) mental disorders from the sociological and the social-psychological perspectives, to include analysis within a larger social context;

the nature of the relationships of correlates of mental disorders; 

the nature of specific mental disorders discussed in the course. 

Requirements:  students are required to do assigned readings (placed in the library at the circulation desk or as handouts in class), for the purposes of written reactions, discussion, and/or examination.  Paper assignments will be spread throughout the term and based on readings, lectures and audio-visual presentations.

Grading:  Written reaction papers*
30 % of your grade
A = 90 % +


    Paper assignments
*
30 %


B = 80-89 %


    Exams (midterm & final)
30 %


C = 70-79 %


    Attendance & participation
10 %


D = 60-69 %


    -------------------------------------------------------------     F = less than 60 %


    Total

          100 %

*Reaction papers and paper assignments will be identified & discussed in class at least one week before they are due.  These are due in class on the date identified, or they may be handed in earlier, in or out of class.  Late papers (e.g., after the class period on the date due) will be assessed a 10% penalty for each day overdue. 

Text:  Bernard J. Gallagher III.  The Sociology of Mental Illness, Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle Road, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 2002.

Course Outline (Tentative):

8/21-25
Introduction; basic definitions of illness, mental disorders, etc.; history of 


the concept.  Ch. 1

8/28-9/1
Biological and psychological perspectives: the medical model.  Ch. 1


First reaction paper due 9/1

9/4
Labor Day—No Classes

9/6-8
The psychoanalytic, social learning, and social stress models  Ch. 3

9/11-15
The antipsychiatric model (Thomas Szasz)


First Assignment Paper is due 9/15

9/18-22
The social construction of behavior: bizarre behavior as deviance.  Ch. 2

9/25-29
Deviant behavior as mental illness   Ch. 2

10/2-6
The DSM IV and its critique


Second reaction paper is due 10/6

10/9
Discoverers’ Day  No Cleasses

10/11
Review for Midterm

10/13
Midterm (chapters, handouts, lectures, etc.) 

10/16
Second Assignment Given/Worked on

10/18-20
Schizophrenia & Mood Disorders    Ch. 4

10/23-27
Anxiety Disorders   Ch. 5


Second Assignment Paper is due 10/23

10/30-11/3
11/6-8
AV presentation of Dr. Nash’s life (not the movie)


11/10
Veterans’ Day  No Classes

11/13-17
Personality Disorders   Ch. 6


Third reaction paper due 11/13

11/20-22
Social Class and Social Mobility   Ch. 8


Third Assignment Paper is due 11/22

11/23-24
Thanksgiving Thursday & Friday  No Classes

11/27-12/1
Other correlates of mental disorders   Ch. 9-11


Summation:  The sociology of mental disorders

12/5
Tuesday, 10:30-12:30 in H203

 
Final Exam (chapters, handouts, lectures, etc. since midterm)

