Physics 140 L - Introduction To Astronomy Lab

Dr. Jack McMillan

Office hours: M 12:00 - 1:00  Freitas Hall 253

E-mail:  jack.mcmillan@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Requirements:  Scientific Calculator

Course Description:  

Physics 140L -  Introduction to Astronomy Lab supplements the lectures and introduces the student to basic ideas in astronomy by means of simple hands-on lab exercises.  The lab will not always coincide with the lectures however. 

Grading Scale:

There are 12 lab exercises and each will be graded on a 0-20 scale. So your final score  

 = (sum of lab scores)/240 x 100 . The letter grade then assigned is based on the following scale:

A
90-100
%


B
80-89%



C
70-79%


D           60-69%

F            0-59%

Incompletes:  A grade of "I" will be assigned if the student cannot complete a small portion of the work

due to medical , personal/family emergency.  Incompletes are not automatically assigned - the student 

must sign a contract with the instructor .

Schedule of Laboratory Exercises:

 First week (no lab)

 Constellations 

 Kepler's Laws

 Optics

 Spectroscopy

 Planetary Density

 Plate Tectonics

 Moons of Saturn

 Gravity   

 Parallax

 Stellar Spectra

 Field Trip to Oahu Volcanoes

 Field Trip to Bishop Planetarium   

