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Course Description:
This course examines classroom assessment as an integral component in improving learning and instruction providing teachers with the knowledge, dispositions and performance skills required to design assessment with clear targets, learner involvement, and a focus on the diverse needs of individual learners.  This course is aligned with the National Board Standards for classroom assessment.
Location:  http://webct.chaminade.edu
Meeting days:  Flexible (on-line) Weeks begin on Wednesday and end on Tuesday evenings 
Texts:  Stiggins, Richard J., STUDENT-INVOLVED CLASSROOM ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING, 4th Edition, Merrill-Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey, 2004.
Instructor Information:
   Mrs. Susan Sperrick
   susans43@comcast.net
  Office Location:         Snail-mail:  53498 Bradford Court




                      New Baltimore, MI  48047
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B.A. 
University of Detroit





M.ED.
 Marygrove College





Educational Specialist   Wayne State University






Classroom Teacher, Michigan Public Schools






22 years at the Elementary School Level







15 years at the Middle School Level
REMEMBER:  The syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion and for the student’s benefit.

Course Goals: 

The goal of this course is to understand current research on classroom assessment, reflective teaching and the relationship between these factors and effective instructional practice.  Emphasis will be placed on creating a variety of reliable and valid classroom assessment strategies in collaboration with students.  Students should be actively engaged in monitoring their own learning and clearly informed about the instructional targets.  In order to meet this goal, the following objectives have been established:
· Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between student motivation and effective assessment practices in the classroom.
· Students will develop different assessment options and demonstrate how to match the assessment options with the instructional activity.

· Students will develop effective, reliable and valid classroom assessments with clear learning targets that have been communicated to students.

· Students will demonstrate how to use performance assessment and portfolio assessment to facilitate self-reflection and increase motivation.

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of curriculum issues related to assessment and reflective teaching.

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of educational journals, resource books, and other professional materials relating to assessment and reflective teaching.

· Students will demonstrate their knowledge of assessment and reflective teaching to modify and adapt their instructional strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners.

How This Course Works

Your course is located at http://webct.chaminade.edu.  Choose “Login to My WebCT.” Enter your login (e.g. jdoe)   and enter your password (chaminade).  Please change your login as soon as possible after you log in.  The course will be listed on the left side of the screen.  If you have technical questions, contact jnakason@chaminade.edu 

In graduate education, students need to assume an increasing amount of responsibility for learning by taking an active role in becoming self-directed learners.  It is always important to manage your time to be successful, but this becomes crucial for an online course.  Read ahead; think ahead; answer discussion questions each week with informed responses.  Set high goals for yourself; aim to develop skills and knowledge you can use.  Remember, grades will drop 20% each day for unexcused late work.
This course is organized into 10 sessions.  Participants should plan to spend approximately 4.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the course text, researching the final project, and reflecting about the course concepts. 

Each week is organized around four components on the course’s WebCT site:

· Introduction to the topic (instructor creates a framework for reading and discussion)

· Readings in the texts

· Links that supplement the readings (articles or summaries with important information that is helpful in understanding concepts)

· Discussion Question(s): a question(s) posed to help you to reflect on your readings.  You are expected not only to answer the question(s) posted by the instructor, but also to respond to the posts of your fellow classmates, actively engaging in discussion and debate about the topics that we will be covering.

· Assignments: Participation in weekly discussion question(s) as well as web site reflections, research, response papers, inventories, and PowerPoint presentation.
Graduate work involves more than regurgitation of facts; learning requires thoughtful analysis and synthesis of ideas.  Your ability to effectively communicate your critical analysis of concepts is the major criteria for grading.

Course Requirements:  Assignments have more meaning for an online course since they are assessment tools as well as a means of communication. 
Staying Connected (discussions and cases):  The quality of your learning in this course depends on the number and quality of instructor-student and student-student interactions that happen in the course.  To be successful in the course, you will need to commit time and energy to sustain this level of commitment throughout the course.
· Participation in class discussions.  (20 points) Respond to the question posted each week for reflection as well as to responses by your fellow learners in the course. Keep the dialogue active. I expect you to respond to at least three (3) of your classmates per week.  I will respond to each of you on occasion.  Your responses and mine will be posted out to the whole class. You are expected to read the assigned textbook chapters and/or online references before posting comments.

If you need to talk with me privately, please write to me directly at my email address: susans43@comcast.net
Two Response Papers  (5 points each {total 10 points})
Assessment Portfolio/Paper & Online Presentation  (30 points)

Six Assessment Website Visits & Evaluations  (5 points each {total 30 points})

Selected Learning Experiences  (5 points each {total 10 points})  Must do two of the five!

· Observation on learning situation

· Review four videos and write reaction papers

· Abstract two professional journal articles & share online

· Review two professional resource books & share online

· Independent project (Must have instructor approval by week three)
Assignment Summaries:
Response Papers:  These papers are intended to give students an opportunity to interact with and react to materials read or viewed outside of the text.  Use materials you find online or journal articles on assessment that you have access to in your home or school.  A response requires you to react, evaluate, and reflect on the materials selected.  Paper length:  At least one, but no more than two pages.

Assessment Portfolio/Paper & Presentation:  This will include a variety of assessment strategies such as:  selected response, essay, performance, portfolio, journals, and structured observation.  A sample of each assessment strategy, how it is constructed and used to improve the instructional process in various content areas will be placed in the portfolio.  Strategies for including students in the assessment process and for communicating assessment data to various stakeholders will be included.  The presentation will be on an area of classroom assessment that particularly interests you.  Paper length:  At least five, but no more than ten pages.  PowerPoint presentation length:  At least 15 slides.  

Website Visits:  Visit at least one web site on assessment each week and write an evaluation of the site.  It should include a summary of what the site contains and tell how the information might be used in your classroom or work situation.  You will be required to visit at least six sites throughout the course. Evaluation length:  At least one, but no more than two pages.
Selected Learning Experiences:
· Observation:  This may be of yourself, a family member, a student (or students) in a classroom, on a playground, in any type of learning situation.  Reports should include a description of the setting, a description of the learning situation, and an evaluation in terms of applying appropriate assessment strategies.  Paper length:  At least two, but no more than four pages.
· Video Review:  Review, evaluate, and react to three videos that illustrate excellent teaching and reflect on how assessment strategies and reflective teaching practices are demonstrated in these teaching situations.  Paper length:  At least two, but no more than four pages.
· Professional Journal Articles:  Abstract two professional journal articles on assessment and share your findings.  Paper length:  At least one, but no more than two pages.
· Professional Resource Books:  Abstract two professional resource books on assessment and share your findings.  Paper length:  At least one, but no more than two pages.
· Independent Project:  Must have instructor approval by week three.
All assignments will be graded based on spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting.  The APA Guidelines should be followed.  Assignments need to be typed using Times New Roman, 12-pt.   Any other font or font size will result in points being deducted.  Assignments that do not have names on them will have points deducted from them.  Just as you would expect your students to place names on papers, I expect you to do the same.  Just putting your name in WebCT or in the e-mail is not the same as putting your name on your assignment.  I will be printing each of the papers for correcting.  Assignments should be posted to the discussion section of WebCT.  You may also post them to my WebCT e-mail address. 
All assignments are due based on Eastern Time—adjust your schedule to meet that timeline.  
Grading Scale:
A
=
90 or above



B
=
80-89




C 
=
70-79  (grade of C or below are not credited toward the 







 graduate degree).

Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

The following policies are summarized from the Student Handbook.  Please review these and other policies in the Handbook.

1. Attendance: For online courses, attendance is measured by your participation in weekly online discussions and your attention to completing assignments on time.  Just as you are required to attend classes that are offered in person, you must participate regularly in an online course.  Notify me immediately BEFORE THE DUE DATE if illness or other circumstances prevent you from participating or completing assignments on time.  Otherwise, your grade will begin dropping—20% each day it is late.  Please do not get behind.  Anyone who stops participating in a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

2. Academic Honesty: Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty.

Course Schedule
Week One:

Topic:             Understanding Assessment Users and Uses


The Teacher’s Responsibilities


Readings:       Chapter 1
Links:

http://www.siue.edu/~deder/assess/catmain.html


http://www.ucd.ie/teaching/assess/as.htm
http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/techtip/assess-1.htm
Assignment:   Post your Vita 
Read & Print the Syllabus
Week Two:


Topic:            
Understanding Achievement Standards as a Basis



for Sound Assessment

Readings:      
Chapter 2
Links:            
http://www.relnetwork.org/news/Aug02/08-NCREL.html
http://http://www.unf.edu/dept/ofe/assesstl.html


http://www.dmu.ac.uk/~james/pce/module_3.htm
Assignment:   Respond to Discussion Question



Begin Response Papers



First Website Review Due
 Week Three:


Topic:             Connecting Assessment Methods to the Contexts in



which They Are to be Used

Readings:       Chapter 3
Links:             http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/res/litass/


http://depts.washington.edu/cidrweb/Assessment.html


http://www.compasslearning.com/assessment
Assignment:
Respond to Discussion Question



Second Website Review Due



First Selected Learning Experience Due 
 Week Four:


Topic:             Paper and Pencil Assessment



Selected Response and Essay

Readings:       Chapters 4 & 5
Links:             http://www.accessexcellence.org/21st/TL/


http://www.earthscienceedrevolution.org/recommend/assessment.cfm


http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/other/engagement/assesing.jsp
Assignment: 
Respond to Discussion Question

Third Website Review Due
Week Five:


Topic:              Performance Assessment

Readings:        Chapter 6

Links:              http://www.tki.org/nz/r/asttle/assessment_e.php



 http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v3n6.html



 http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=6&n=9
Assignment:    Response Papers Due
Week Six:


Topic:              Personal Communication

Readings:        Chapter 7

Links:              http://www.unf.edu/dept/ofe/assesstl.html



 http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pubs/strategies/



 http://www.cortland.edu/gear/
Assignment:
 Respond to Discussion Question

 Fourth Website Review Due
 Second Reflected Learning Experience Due
Week Seven:


Topic:              Assessing Dispositions

Readings:        Chapter 8
Links:              http://www.essdack.org/port/rubric.html http://www.brophyprep.org/aca/dept/English/JrResearch/position_paper_rubric.html
 http://soli.inav.net/~rpmic/iowa/rubrics/respaprub.htm
Assignment:    Respond to Discussion Question 
                         Fifth Website Review Due 
Week Eight:


Topic:               Managing and Communicating



  Standardized Tests

Readings:         Chapters 9 & 10

Links:               http://www.ntlf.com/html/lib/bib/assess.htm



  http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/default.aspx



  http://aahe.org/assessment/assessmentplan.htm
Assignments:   Respond to Discussion Question




  Sixth Website Review Due 



  Portfolio Paper Due

Week Nine:


Topic:              Communicating with Report Cards

Readings:        Chapter 11

Links:              http://www.ncrel.org/policy/pubs/html/beyond/
http://www.ncsu.edu/fctl/Services/Emphasis_Teaching_And_Learning/newsletter1001.pdf



 http://aahebulletin.com/public/archive/paperwork.asp
Assignments: 
 PowerPoint Presentation 




 Student evaluation of course 
Week Ten:


Topic:              Communicating with Portfolios and Conferences

Readings:
 Chapters 12 & 13
Links:              http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/default.aspx


 http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/24/88/2488.htm


 http://www.brevard.edu/fyc/relatedlinks/aahe.htm
Assignment:    Respond to the Discussion Question


             Student evaluation of presentations
A great source for APA format can be located at the following website:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
Other Useful Websites on Assessment:
Portfolio Rubrics:


http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/eportfoliorubric.html

http://www.phschool.com/professional_development/assessment/rubrics.html
Paper Rubrics:


http://www.winona.edu/air/resourcelinks/Science_Rubrics.pdf
Bloom’s & Williams’ Taxonomy:


http://www.dmu.ac.uk/~jamesa/learning/bloomtax.htm

http://www.coun.uvic.ca/learn/program/hndouts/bloom.html

http://www.officeport.com/edu/blooms.htm

http://www.chiron.valdosta.edu/whuitt/col/cogsys/bloom.html

http://www.tecweb.org/eddevel/edtech/blooms.html

http://www.olemiss.edu/depts/educ_school2/docs/stai_manual/manual8.htm

http://www.hbe.com.au/hbe/Dialogs/taxonomy.html
General:


http://www.learner.org/channel/libraries/readingk2/support/support.html

www.schwablearning.org/articles.asp?r=31

http://www.ncacasi.org/jsi/2001v2i1/literacy

www.funderstanding.com/patterns.cfm

http://www.enc.org/topics/asessment

http://www.brainconnection.com/go/home/bcpdhome.php3/bcpd:
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