Chaminade University of Honolulu  
PAR 201/Introduction to Motion Pictures/Television

Hickam AFB
Wednesdays: (1730-2140) 5:30-9:40 PM

Instructor: Genie Joseph, M.A.

Home: 949-8255  Cell: 783-6290
Genie@HawaiiMovieStudios.com
Syllabus

Introduction to Motion Pictures
Course Description:

This course is a study of the aesthetic and technical elements of filmmaking.  It includes viewing and critiquing films, and basic principles of script writing.

The course will provide the student with a deeper understanding of movies as both  entertainment and as an art form.  You will become able to form a critical analysis based upon both technical and structural elements.   We will view movies in this class that are examples we can learn from and evaluate with specific sets of criteria.  We will examine the social and emotional aspects of entertainment, and how movies affect consciousness and perception.  The class focuses on the structural aspects of storytelling.  You will become able to identify the elements that create forceful and successful entertainment.

As we often watch movies that are quirky and unconventional you are not expected to agree with the opinions of your classmates, the instructor or reviewers.  Rather this class invites you to form an educated and informed opinion as to why a given film either “worked” or didn’t “work” for you.

Some of the movies on the class list have “R” ratings.  If you have any objections to “R” rated content, you should investigate whether or not you think this movie is appropriate for you.  You can read about movie titles by going to imdb.com or any other site that describes movie content.

Required Textbook:  

The Art of Watching Films  sixth edition  Authors: Joseph Boggs, Dennis Petrie

Assignments:

Readings from the text, with eight brief weekly quizzes.  We will watch portions of movies in class and you will be watching one or two movies on your own.  Students will also have the option to do projects for additional credit.  These might be one or more of the following:  Writing a short film.  Directing your own short video project (shooting and editing). .  A film analysis project (method to be explained in class).  A “creative contract” to show your mastery of the methodology from the text and from class discussions.  
Attendance is mandatory and will be taken.  If you must miss class, let me know in advance.  You are responsible to contact other students to find out about any assignments or notes from class you might have missed.  Three or more absences will be considered an “F” unless prior arrangements have been made to make up missed classes, assignments and quizzes.
Course Objectives:
After taking this course students will:
* Gain a deeper understanding and appreciation motion pictures
* Understand the cinematic techniques of the art

* Be able to apply critical and technical analysis to movies

* Understand basic dramatic structure and character development

* Be able to form and defend your personal opinion

* Be able to envision and execute your own story

Grading:








Total Possible

Attendance and Class Participation


25 points

Weekly Chapter Quizzes



25 points + possible bonus points
Homework





25 points


Final Exam





25
Creative Project:  




20  Bonus points

Writing Short Film or

Shooting and editing short film

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C =70-79

D = 50-69

F = 49 points or under

There will be eight weekly brief quizzes on the reading from the text.  
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Reading Assignments:

Class #  
Date

One

10/04/06
-- Course Description – Class Syllabus

Two

10/11/06
-- Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 Art/Thematic Elements

Three

10/18/06
-- Chapter 3 Fictional & Dramatic Elements

Four

10/25/06
-- Chapter 4 & 7 Visual Design & Color

Five

11/01/06
-- Chapter 5 Cinematography

Six

11/08/06
-- Chapter 6 Editing 

Seven

11/15/06
-- Chapter  8 & 9 -- Sound Effects & Dialogue / Music

Eight

11/22/06
-- Chapter 10 - Acting

Nine

11/29/06
-- Chapter 11 – Director’s Style

Ten

12/06/06
-- Final Class and Final Exam

Note:  Some weeks have two chapters and two quizzes, and some are out of sequential order.  There may be changes to this syllabus according to the needs and pace of progress of the class.  

Creative Projects:

You may do a creative project for extra credit.  For those who wish to do a creative project for extra credit, you must get the project approved before turning it in.  All creative projects will be do by week eight.  No creative projects will be accepted after week nine.   

Attendance and Class Participation (25 points)

This is determined as follows:

10 points for attendance and promptness
15 points for participation and attitude

Note: Each unexcused lateness will result in one point deduction.  Excused lateness will not be deducted.  No points deducted for absence with prior permission, if quizzes and other assignments have been made up.

MOVIE LIST

1. After Sunrise
(Ethan Hawk & Julie Delpy)

2. Adaptation








3. Almost Famous

4. A Lot Like Love

5. Amadeus

6. American Beauty

7. American History X

8. American Graffiti

9. Amelie

10. Apollo 13

11. As Good As It Gets

12. Badlands
13. Beautiful Mind

14. Before Sunset

15. Biloxi Blues

16. Body Heat

17. Bonnie and Clyde

18. Born on the Fourth of July

19. Brokeback Mountain

20. Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

21. Chariots of Fire

22. Chinatown

23. Cinderella Man

24. Citizen Kane

25. Clockwork Orange

26. The Conversation

27. The Color Purple

28. Crash

29. Crying Game

30. Days of Heaven

31. Dead Man Walking

32. The Dirty Dozen

33. The Dreamers

34. Driving Miss Daisy

35. Election

36. Erin Brockovitch

37. E.T. The Extra Terrestrial

38. Fight Club

39. Forest Gump

40. Gladiator

41. Godfather (1)

42. The Graduate

43. Grapes of Wrath

44. Green Mile

45. High Fidelity

46. Igby Goes Down

47. The Insider

48. Jerry McGuire

49. JFK

50. LA Confidential

51. La Femme Nikita

52. The Last Emperor

53. Leon the Professional

54. Dangerous Liaisons (Malkovich)

55. Magdalene Sisters

56. Malcolm X

57. McCabe and Mrs. Miller

58. Million Dollar Baby

59. Moulin Rouge

60. My Best Friend’s Wedding

61. Mysterious Skin

62. On the Waterfront

63. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

64. The Opposite of Sex

65. Talk to Her

66. To Kill a Mockingbird

67. The Others

68. Thelma and Louise

69. Personal Velocity

70. Phone Booth

71. Princess Bride

72. Pulp Fiction

73. Ray

74. Risky Business

75. Rabbit Proof Fence

76. Romper Stomper

77. Saturday Night Fever

78. Secretary ®

79. Schindler’s List

80. Shakespeare in Love

81. Shawshank Redemption

82. The Shining

83. Silence of the Lambs

84. Sixth Sense

85. Stand By Me

86. Talk to Her

87. Thelma and Louise

88. Usual Suspects

89. The Verdict

90. Waking Life

91. Welcome to the Dollhouse

92. Whale Rider

93. When Harry Met Sally

94. The Wizard of Oz

95. Y Tu Mama Tambien

SPECIAL DOCUMENTARIES:  (Documentaries do not apply for all homework assignments, so get permission if you want to use one of these for your homework assignments)

Born Into Brothels

Bowling for Columbine

Capturing the Friedmans

Enron – The Smartest Guys in the Room

Farenheit 911
La Sierra

Mad Hot Ballroom

March of the Penguins

Outfoxed

Shattered Glass

Standing in the Shadows of Motown

Step Into Liquid

Super Size Me

The True Meaning of Pictures

Winged Migration

**

Genie Joseph

Producer/Director

Genie Joseph is the CEO of Hawaii Movie Studios, LLC.   She has worked as a producer and director on over 100 films and TV shows.  Her short films and feature films have won various international awards.  SPOOKIES, a feature film distributed by SONY, which she co-wrote and directed, is a gothic-horror spoof.   SPOOKIES was on Variety’s Top 50 List and won three awards in the International Festival of Science Fiction and Fantasy Films in Paris.  Other feature films such as ALIEN HIGH and MINDBENDERS have played on USA Cable and other networks.

She is the Line Producer of TIDES OF WAR, which was shot entirely in Hawaii for Pacific Films, (a division of Regent Entertainment).   TIDES OF WAR premiered as the opening of the 2005 Spring Hawaii International Film Festival at the Hawaii Theater.  

As a staff producer/director at KITV-4, the ABC affiliate in Honolulu, she directed hundreds of TV commercials and TV shows such as The Governor’s Energy and Environment Awards, and Candidates in Focus for Olelo Community Television.

Genie is the author of twenty-one screenplays – eleven of which have been sold and/or produced by independent companies as well as Indian “Ballywood” productions.  She has published several short stories in various books such as Chicken Soup from the Soul of Hawaii.  For seven years has written a “Quality of Life” column for The Honolulu Newspaper.  She and Matthew Gray, the former Restaurant Reviewer for the Honolulu Advertiser, were co-hosts of an interview talk radio show in Honolulu for six years.  

While in New York, Genie had her own production company producing and directing corporate communication and training films.  Working with such clients as The New York City Office of Business Development, Chase Manhattan Bank, Jaguar Cars, Mobil Oil, Sports Illustrated, Time, Inc and many other companies.  

With an M.A. in communications, she teaches Media and Communication at Chaminade University.  A frequent judge at student film festivals, she is actively involved in developing Hawaii’s student and emerging filmmaker community.  Introducing over 2,500 Hawaii students to media studies and production, she hires many student interns.  She has taught TV Production at Oleo, Hawaii’s Community Television, for the US Army, and for the Department of Education Hawaiian Immersion Schools Visual Storytelling Training program as well as classes in screenwriting.

Brief Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

See Student Handbook for further details.

Attendance & Classroom Department:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Instructors must report any absence of two weeks or more to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.  You should notify me by e-mail or phone if illness prevents you from attending class.  You must make up reading, quizzes, movie viewing or any other assignments.  Anyone who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.  Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.  You are expected to be punctual, unexcused tardiness will be considered absence.  Cell phones and beepers must be off.

Academic Honesty:

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty.

Freedom of Expression and Opinion:

You are encouraged to have your own thoughts and opinions.  It is not necessary to agree with others or the instructor as movies are also a subjective art form.  However, you must be able to defend your arguments with reasoned theory.

You are responsible for all the information in this document.  Losing it or not reading it are not excuses for not knowing what’s in it.  If you miss any classes, you are responsible for finding out what assignments you might have missed.
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