Chaminade University of Honolulu

RE 608 Pauline Letters (3 credits)
On-line: Spring 2006 (10 weeks)
Instructor: Regina Pfeiffer

Office phone: 808.739.8536



Office: Henry Hall 206Q

Office hours (Hawaii Standard Time): T-F 10 a.m. to noon and by appointment.

Email: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
MPT/MAPL Department phone: 808.735.4700
Course Description
This course will introduce the students to St. Paul and his writings, paying close attention to what can be known about Paul’s life from his own writings and from other witnesses. Students will also look at the early Christian communities Paul served and the theological vision he gave them to survive in the Greco- Roman world of the first century.
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes:

This course will provide students with an understanding of:

· Letter writing during the First Century;

· Paul’s life and mission as describe in Acts of the Apostles and his letters;

· Major themes within the Pauline corpus, particularly in the undisputed letters;

· Current hermeneutical approaches to the study of Scripture.

Students will:
· Identify and outline standard First Century letter components;

· Critically evaluate the sources of Paul’s life found in the letters and other sources;
· Identify and explain major themes within Paul’s letters and their impact on Christian faith;

· Apply hermeneutics for an exegetical approach to the study of Paul’s letters.

Required Texts

Bible 
(New American, New Revised Standard Version, or New Jerusalem Bible, King James or a version that has the Apocrypha/Deutero-Canonical writings included).
Roetzel, Calvin J. The Letters of Paul: Conversations in Context. 4th Edition. Louisville, KY:Westminster John Knox, 1998. ISBN:0-6642-5782-8.

Wright, N.T. Paul in Fresh Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. ISBN: 0-8006-3766-6
Recommended Texts

Brown, Raymond S.S. An Introduction to the New Testament. New York: Doubleday, 1997.

Guretzki, David, ed. Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms. Intervarsity Press, 1999.

Schneiders, Sandra. The Revelatory Text: Interpreting the New Testament as Sacred Scripture. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1999.

Commentaries (just a few)

Anchor Bible Commentary

Collegeville Bible Commentary

HarperCollins Bible Commentary

New Jerome Biblical Commentary

Course Requirements

Class participation – 20%

Students are expected to go on-line a minimum of twice a week. You are expected to read and respond to each other’s postings on the discussion board. The postings will include your Pauline letter selection and discussion questions listed in the course schedule. The instructor may post additional questions on the discussion board. Check each week’s page for discussion material.  Participation grade is based predominately on your postings of responses or questions to the other students’ work or instructor’s comments and questions.

Remember: classroom dialogue is asynchronous and takes place when all of us engage in the discussion on the Web CT. If you are hesitant in regards to posting and its acceptance by the other students, send your responses to the instructor as web email. Lack of response will reflect on your grade.

Short answer essays – 15%

These questions, based on the readings, will be provided on the syllabus. In some instances, you will be able to select one of the questions to which you can respond. You must write the question and answer then either post or send your response as indicated in the assignment.  You will not have a question every week.

Scripture reading quizzes – 20%

Quizzes will be on-line and will consist of either multiple choice questions or short answer essays. The first quiz is a pre-assessment and will not be included in your overall grade. It will give the instructor a sense of what you know. 
Pauline Letter Presentation – 20%
Each student will prepare a presentation of one of the undisputed letters of Paul. Students will submit their first, second and third choice to the instructor by April 10.  The instructor will do the first letter, 1 Thessalonians, as a sample. 
Your presentation should include an outline based on the major elements of letter construction in the First Century. You may further break down the body of the text into sections to clarify the content for others. 
Using the reading from the week, identify how this theme is incorporated into the letter. If it is not, what do you think is the major theme or themes? You also must post a discussion question based on your presentation.

You will send your presentation to the instructor as a document file, html or PowerPoint, or post it yourself on the discussion board. We will be studying the letters based on the earliest to latest. See schedule for details.

Final paper – 25%

For the final paper, you will select one of the themes of Paul’s letters and discuss in detail how Paul develops that theme in at least four of his seven letters. You will need to research articles, commentaries or other resources to support your thesis statement. Your texts will serve as part of your resources but must include other resources.
Your paper must contain:

1. a clear thesis statement.  You need to draw a conclusion that you will substantiate in your paper;

2. biblical and appropriate citations using Turabian format;

3. a bibliography that will consist of at least one article and two texts. You are required to research more on your topic.
Papers must be 12 point, double-spaced except for the following information, which should be single-spaced and located in the upper left corner. You may copy this from below to place in your paper.
Name

Course Number and Title

Instructor

Date

Page numbers should be located in the footer. If using Microsoft Word, enter file, page setup and change footer to .7. Default footer of .5 often does not print clearly. Use either “view” or “insert” to place the page numbers in the footer.

You will send your final paper to the instructor as an email attachment.

Course Outline: subject to revision

	Week
	Course content
	Readings and reflection questions for the week

All the links are for classroom use only. No permission has been granted for general use.

	Week

One
	Introduction

Paul and His World
	Read 
Roetzel, Chapter One

Wright, Chapter one
Acts of the Apostles, particularly from Chapter 9 to the end. Outline Paul’s actions in Acts.
If you are able to find a copy or purchase Raymond Brown’s text listed above as a recommended text: read chapters 15 and 16. This text has been used in other MPT courses so you may be purchasing it for future use. If you are (and you should be) developing your personal library, you should have this one in it.
Essay questions - Select one of the following and send it to the instructor:

1. Compare and contrast Acts 9:1-2 with Paul’s accounts in Galatians 1:13, Philippians 3:6, 1 Cor. 15:9. In what ways are they the same? How do they differ? If you were studying the life of Paul, which texts would be your major source? Why? 
2. Compare and contrast the meeting in Jerusalem in Acts 15:1-29 and the meeting described in Gal. 2:1-10. Is this the same meeting? What is similar? What is different?  
Discussion board question: 

Wright uses an analogy of someone standing on the mountain for straddling more than one culture. What effect, do you think, did Paul’s multiple cultures have on him as an apostle?

	Week Two


	Reading the Letters:
Structure of First Century letter

And Tradition behind the Letters
	Read 
Roetzel – Chapters two and three
Discussion board question: 

How does structure within the text help the listeners in the past? How does knowing the structure assist you in reading the text? 

	Week three
	Creation and Covenant

1 Thessalonians
	Read 
Wright: Chapter two
Roetzel – Chapter four
1 Thessalonians
See discussion board for questions from presenter of each week’s epistle.

	Week four
	Messiah and Apocalyptic
Galatians
	Read 
Wright: Chapter three
Galatians

	Week five
	Gospel and Empire
Philippians


	Read 
Wright: Chapter four
Roetzel: Chapter five

Philippians

	Week six
	Rethinking God
2 Corinthians
	Read 

Wright: Chapter five

2 Corinthians

	Week seven
	Reworking God’s People
Romans
	Read 

Wright: Chapter six
Roetzel: Chapter five
Romans

	Week

eight
	Reimagining God’s Future
1 Corinthians
	Read 

Wright: Chapter seven

1 Corinthians

	Week

nine
	Jesus, Paul and the Church
Philemon
	Read 

Wright: Chapter eight
Roetzel: Chapters six and seven


	Week ten
	Concluding remarks
	A discussion question will be posted by the instructor.
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