CJ - 220 –Criminal Investigation

Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall 2006  October 2 to November 6, 2006
Syllabus

Instructor


Gary A. Dias,  M.S.;   B.C.F.E.;   F.A.C.F.E.





Director of Security Services, Emergency Preparedness & 

Disaster Management




The Queen’s Medical Center





1301 Punchbowl Street





Honolulu, Hawaii  96813

Office Telephone
547-4509

Work e-mail

gdias@queens.org

Alternate e-mail

HonoluluCop@hawaii.rr.com
Office hours:

Monday – Friday  9 a.m to 4 p.m.

Or by arrangement

Course Description

Discussion of various issues surrounding criminal investigation, forensic




techniques, and topics as they apply to criminal investigations.

Course Objectives

At the end of the course, the student will be able to discuss 
Constitutional laws as they pertain to investigations; forensic 

techniques, and crime scene and criminal investigative 
techniques.

Text
Becker, R.F. (2000). Criminal Investigation (2nd ed.). Boston:  Jones & Bartlett.

Optional Suggested Texts:
Dias, G. (2002).  Honolulu cop:  Reflections on a career with 





HPD. Honolulu:  Bess Press.





Dias, G., & Dingeman, R (2003). Honolulu Homicide: Murder and 





Mayhem in Paradise.  Honolulu: Bess Press.





Dias, G., & Dingeman, R (2003). Honolulu CSI: An Introduction 





to Forensic Science and Criminal Investigation.  Honolulu: Bess 





Press.

Course Requirements

Attendance:  Attendance in accordance with Chaminade policy is 




expected.  




Exams:  Completion of a mid-term and final exam is required.





Projects:  Completion of class projects is required.

Grading


Grades will be based on an accumulation of points.  Final grade will be 




issued as follows:






A = 90 to 100 percent of total points






B = 80 to 89 percent of total points






C = 70 to 79 percent of total points






D = 60 to 69 percent of total points






F = 59 percent or less of total points
Honesty Policy


Honesty and integrity will be a course standard.  Cheating will not be 



tolerated.  Persons caught cheating will be dealt with in accordance with 



University policy.
Notes



1) The instructor reserves the right to amend the syllabus or class 




schedule during the course of the semester as may be required or 





appropriate.





2) Reading assignments are the responsibility of the student.  Students 




will be tested on the reading assignments as well as classroom lectures.  




Classroom discussion will not necessarily follow the reading 




assignments.  




3) There will be no extra-credit.
4):  Much information will be covered in this course, from Lectures and 

text reading assignments.  See note 2 above.

Assessment:    
Do you know:

1. Learning Outcome:  What Constitutional Amendments apply directly to Criminal Investigation?

Assessment Question:  I understand what Constitutional Amendments apply directly to Criminal Investigation.

Strongly agree
Agree
     Neutral
  Disagree
Strongly Disagree

2. Learning Outcome:  What the processes and steps of a judicial criminal court case are?


Assessment Question:  I understand what the processes and steps of a judicial criminal court case are.

Strongly agree
Agree
     Neutral
  Disagree
Strongly Disagree
3. Learning Outcome:  What are the elements of a crime and the respective states of mind?

Assessment Question:  I understand what the elements of a crime and respective states of mind are.

Strongly agree
Agree
     Neutral
  Disagree
Strongly Disagree
4. Learning Outcome:  What makes up trace evidence investigation?

Assessment Question:  I understand what makes up trace evidence investigation.

Strongly agree
Agree
     Neutral
  Disagree
Strongly Disagree
5. Learning Outcome:  What comprises crime scene investigation?

Assessment Question:  I understand what comprises crime scene investigation.

Strongly agree
Agree
     Neutral
  Disagree
Strongly Disagree
6. Learning Outcome:  What is involved in crime scene diagrams?

Assessment Question:  I understand what is involved in crime scene diagrams.

Strongly agree
Agree
     Neutral
  Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Class Schedule



October 3


Introduction to class; a brief history; Constitutional Foundations.




Reading Assignment Chapter(s):  1 & 4

October 5


Interview & Interrogation Issues; States of mind.





Video:  And Justice for All





Reading Assignment Chapter(s):  8

October 10


The criminal process and courtroom activity.





Reading Assignment Chapter(s):   21 & 22

October 12


Crime scene definitions; Evidence; Initial Officer on Scene.




Video: Post Mortem – Forensic Evidence 





Reading Assignment Chapter(s):  3



October 17


Mid-Term Exam.  Crime scene processing – search, diagrams, photos.




CSI Project Explained
October 19


Fingerprints and Identification. Trace Evidence.  Blood Evidence





Bloody Car Project Explained;     Video: The Body Farm




Reading Assignment Chapter(s):  5 & 6

October 24


CSI Project Performed
October 26


Arson; Explosives; Firearms;




Bloody Car Project Due   Video:  Murder Rape and DNA





Reading Assignment Chapter(s):  9 & 16

October 31


Homicide Investigation; Serial Killing





Video: The Mind of a Serial Killer





Reading Assignment Chapter(s):  10

November 2


Final Exam   /   CSI Project Due
CSI Project Writing Assignment
Each student will participate in the processing of a mock crime scene.  Students will break up into groups of three and form a Crime Investigation Team.  They will share responsibilities.  This team will process the mock crime scene by 1) searching for and recovering evidence, 2) preparing a crime scene diagram, and 3) preparing crime scene photos.  Details on how to accomplish this will be given in class.

Searching For and Recovering Evidence
The student assigned to this task shall:

· Search for and locate evidence

· Document the type of search used

· Fully describe the recovered evidence

· Submit an Evidence Recovery Report

Preparing a Crime Scene Diagram
The student assigned to this task shall:

· Measure the crime scene, including all furniture and other items

· Measure and triangulate items of evidence

· Prepare a draft diagram during the crime scene processing

· Prepare a final Crime Scene Diagram Report

Preparing Crime Scene Photos
The student assigned to this task shall:

· Document, via notes, what photos will be taken at the crime scene.

· All classifications of photos must be used

· Prepare a Crime Scene Photo Report

· NOTE:  It is not necessary for the student to actually take photos, notes and the final report can be “simulated.”  The description of the photo, along with other photography requirements as described in class, will be sufficient.
CSI Project Writing Assignment Grading Criteria
The assignment will be completed as a team effort, but individually, therefore it is incumbent on all persons in the team to work together and submit the best possible crime scene report, which will include the three categories shown above.  An individually poor effort will result in a grade reflective of that effort.
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