ED 614: Teaching Literacy through the Content Areas

Chaminade University of Honolulu, Fall 2006
Instructor: Dr. Margaret Mize

739-4613, mmize@chaminade.edu
Office Hours: MWF 9:30-11 or by appointment 

Purpose of the Course:  This course examines the ways elementary and secondary students read, write, listen, speak and think to comprehend content area materials.  The focus is on learning ways to teach and integrate effective literacy strategies as used in various educational settings.  Observation and Participation (10 hrs.) is a requirement for the course.

Goal:  To develop competence in teaching the literacy processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking and thinking used in various subject areas.

.
Learner Outcomes: In meeting the goal of the course, students will 

1. Explore the nature of literacy and its instructional implications. Hawaii Teacher Standards Board 6B, 5B
2. Examine issues and trends in literacy in the content areas, particularly science, math, and social studies. HTSB 5A, 5D
3. Become familiar with a variety of developmentally and culturally appropriate instructional approaches, materials and models to facilitate literacy development. HTSB 1E, 3B, 7C
4. Be able to teach research skills and study skills in different content areas using appropriate technology effectively. HTSB 7C, 5E
5. Be able to support the learning of students who are not native speakers of Standard English. HTSB 3D, 3E, 4G
6. Locate and use relevant ideas from educational journals, resource books and professional websites to expand knowledge of teaching literacy in the content areas. HTSB 6E, 6F, 9G
7. Explore literacy strategies, approaches and teaching methods which incorporate assessments and accommodations for a variety of learners’ needs. HTSB 8B, 8C, 6C, 1E
Required text

Richardson, Morgan and Fleener (2006), Reading to Learn in the 

Content Areas,  6th Edition . Belmont, CA: Thomson and Wadsworth

Course Foundation
 Chaminade University Mission Statement:
Chaminade University offers its students an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.                                                                

  Five elements characterize the Marianist approach to education:

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral, quality education

· Educate in family spirit

· Educate for service, justice and peace

· Educate for adaptation and change

Administrative Notes

University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered. This includes online courses.  Log on at least twice a week. The instructor should be informed in case of emergencies. Incompletes may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond his/her control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and instructor, and the work must be completed in the time agreed upon, usually 90 days. Plagiarism is a serious offense. This and all other University policies apply here. 

Course Requirements  
30%
 Class attendance and participation
30%
Ten hours of O&P with a focus on literacy in the content areas 

30%
Project – your selection from the of methods, approaches and 


strategies for teaching literacy in the content areas

10%
Final paper - reflecton on what you have found most valuable in this course

Points will be deducted for unexcused absences. 

Grading

93-100 – A;   85-92 -  B;   Not accepted for credit in graduate courses -  Below 85.       

Explanation of Assignments

Weekly Textbook Reading  (30%) 

As you read each chapter, note (a) points that you find especially interesting, surprising and/or important to you, and (b) examples from your own experience that connect with what you read. Include the page number in each of your chapter responses. For each chapter, your response is likely to be approximately one page. Send this to the instructor’s email address by email by noon on the Monday before our Wednesday class.
Observation & Participation (minimum 10 hours, 3 reports.  30%)
Please follow these directions for reports on 3 of your classroom observations:

      1.   Heading - O&P #1, 2 or 3 and date of observation. 

2.   Answer Part One and Part Two (select one question from the list, 1-8, using a 


different question for each report. Use more than one question if applicable.)

3. Add your ideas on what else could have been done to enhance learning.

4. If you are able to talk with teachers and individual students, include these comments

5. Be prepared to share your findings with classmates in informal discussions. .      

Written Report:
Part One  Describe the context without using names of students or teachers (give grade level and school, subject being taught, general description of students). Help your readers or listeners visualize the class. If same class each time, include only in first report. 

Part Two  Select one (or more) of the following. Indicate the question you are using. Please respond to a  different question for each of your 3 reports. 

1. Motivation is a major factor in literacy learning.  Describe the levels of motivation you observed and what the teacher did to direct student motivation towards reading, writing, listening and speaking.

2. Describe the literacy practices observed before, during and or/or after students read, write or engage in some other literacy event. Were these practices similar to those presented in our textbook or on our list?  Evaluate their effectiveness.

3. Summarize what you saw happening during each phase of a lesson.  Evaluate the lesson in terms of teaching literacy.  What worked and what might the teacher have done differently?

4. If you were given an opportunity to teach part of a lesson, please describe and evaluate your work.  What ideas from this class did you use?

5. If the class you observe includes students with special needs, what accommodations do you see especially regarding literacy instruction?

6. If the class includes English Language Learners, in what ways are their needs addressed?  What else could be done for ELL students observed?

7. Describe the ways in which technology was used or could have been used effectively in the class you observed.

8. To what extent do you see evidence of Cambourne’s Conditions of Literacy Learning?  These are summarized in Additional Notes below.

Assessment:  The 3 reports will be graded holistically: 1=completed basic requirements of time, 10 hours, and 3 reports, by due dates, following directions given above; 2=10 hours, 3 observations with reports that show growth in understanding of literacy teaching in the content areas; 3=beyond the minimum requirements with reports showing exemplary understanding of literacy learning/teaching in action.

All students are responsible for completing required forms for O&P through the Field Services Director.  This includes students who are teaching and using their own classrooms for O&P.  You will receive forms and instructions from the Field Services Director.
Project (30%)
Create a PowerPoint Presentation, write a 4-6 page paper or use another form of presentation on one method, approach or strategy from the list below. Your project  is to be presented to the class in November (see sign-up sheet), followed by a reflection paper on what you learned from your project and presentation.  Details follow in Additional Notes.

Assessment: The scoring guide below will be used to evaluate your project. Use this as an outline or checklist. 

___/3
 Name and description of your selection

___/3
 Where you found it (at least three references)

___/4
 Why it is effective (include theoretical background briefly)

___/4
 Under what conditions it would be used 

___/5
 How it would meet at least one of the HTSB Standards

___/4
 Adaptations of the strategy for students with special needs

___/4
 Assessments included

___/1
Overall quality of presentation
___/2
Evidence of critical, evaluative thinking
___/30   TOTAL 

Final Paper (10%)
Write a brief reflection on what you have found to be your most significant learning in this course. Due in the last class, Dec. 6th.
Additional Notes:

I.  Cambourne’s Conditions for Literacy Learning

Brian Cambourne is an Australian educator whose work is based on many years of classroom observations, mostly at the K-6 level. I believe this deserves our attention and may be useful in your own reflections on classroom observations. 

· Immersion – Learners need to be immersed in a wide range of texts—surrounded by them and attracted to their production and use.
· Demonstration – Learners benefit from demonstrations—that is, from explanations and models which enable them to see how texts are conceived, constructed, used.
· Expectation – Learners are influenced—either stimulated or inhibited—by the expectations of those around them, mainly by adults or peers they respect.
· Responsibility – Learners grow in self reliance if allowed to make their own decisions about the when-how-what of their learning tasks.
· Employment – Learners must have time and opportunities, in realistic situations, to practice or employ their developing control over what they are learning.
· Approximation – Learners work confidently when assured that learning is not copied “correctness” but “approximation”, trial-and-error improvement.
· Response – Learners are upheld in their efforts – acknowledged and supported when those around them respond with interest to their words and work.
· Engagement – These conditions contribute to active learning, not mechanically, but as factors in the interaction between students and a teacher who likes the children, the subject and teaching itself.  Engagement occurs when the learner can say…

· “These texts, these demonstrations, make me want to try it myself.”

· “Doing so, I’m learning and preparing for the life ahead of me.”

· “I’m happy learning here, where nobody’s condemned when not full correct.”                      

from The Elements of the Whole Language Program by Andrea Butler, 1988
II.  List of Methods, Approaches, Activities and Strategies (“The List”) for Projects  
 Throughout this course, you will be developing your repertoire of ways to teach literacy through the content areas.  Use the list below to keep track of what you read and experience in class and O&P.  Be sure to search the Web and other sources for ideas on any of these that are of particular interest to you. Many but not all are in our textbook. Let the class know if you find good additions to our list. While these are used to teach literacy in general, think of their  application to particular content areas
Anticipation guide
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Capsule Vocabulary

Choral Reading

Choral Whispering

CIRC

CRA

CSR

Cloze

Cubing

Direct instruction

DRTA

Echo reading

Four Blocks

Graphic organizers

Groups, grouping

Guided reading

Journals

Key word (vocabulary)

KWL+

LEA (Language Experience Approach)

List-Group-Label

Literature circles

Note-taking

PreP

Oral history

Partner reading

Picture books in content areas

PQ4R

Preview and Predict

Quick writes

Question/Answer Relationship (QAR)

Question the Author (QTA)

Readers Theatre

Running Record

RAFT  (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

Read aloud

Scavenger hunt (for vocabulary development)

Selective Reading Guide

Story Grammars/Maps

SQ3R

SSR (Sustained Silent Reading)

Study guide

Think aloud

TOAST

Vocab-lit strategy  

WIKA

WH poster

Word wall

