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ENG 101: Introduction to Expository Writing

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Summer, 2006

July 3-September 9, 2006

Instructor:  Mary L. McCarrick 

Office: 206H Henry Hall

Phone: 341-2901 (cell)

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Course Description

English 101 provides an introduction to writing as a process of intellectual discovery. The course will encourage and nurture the various aspects of the writing process, from planning, brainstorming, and drafting to revising, editing and proofreading. 

The course also emphasizes the profound relationship between reading and writing. Readings may include an anthology of autobiographical and/or expository essays, as well as one book-length autobiography.

Our class is organized around careful development of both autobiographical and expository essays for inclusion in a final portfolio to be turned in at the end of class. In addition, you will have several short writing and research assignments.

Additionally, students are expected to engage in active online discussion and to workshop their peers’ papers.

Required Texts and Materials 

· Neihardt, J. Black Elk Speaks 

· Lyons, Robert. Autobiography: A Reader for Writers. 2nd ed.

· Hairston, M., ed. The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers. 7th ed. 

· Dictionary 

· Thesaurus

Other books, articles, and materials for writing and reading may be required throughout the semester. 

Course Requirements & Points

· WEB CT board discussions  & Workshops

· Final Portfolio

· Research Assignments 

· Writing Assignments 

· Quizzes and Final Exam

All short writing assignments, research projects, and portfolio papers will be submitted under the Discussion portion of our Web CT board. You will also be able to workshop and keep up discussion threads there. 

Research assignments will be given to aid you in learning the importance of background discovery and preparation as a writer. Small projects or short writing assignments may be the end result of a research assignment.

Portfolio papers will be fully drafted and revised essays that have been workshopped and conferenced with your classmates and myself.  In general, the portfolio, as well as other writing assignments will be evaluated with regard to the following: 

· clarity 

· correctness 

· conciseness 

· creativity 

Quizzes will be given weekly on the Quiz portion of our Web CT site. A final exam will be given September 9 on either a military base here in Hawaii, or on Chaminade’s main campus. Those of you off island will need to arrange proctors.

Final Grade 

All course assignments will be graded on a point basis. The points available for the class will be broken down in this manner:

Web CT board discussions & Workshops: 10 points

Final Portfolio: 30 points

Quizzes/ Final Exam: 30 points

Research Assignments: 15 points

Writing Assignments: 15 points

TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE: 100

Final grade scale:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0 F        

Late Assignments

I do not accept late papers! All due dates are to be strictly adhered to. If students are unable to submit work before a due date, they should make arrangements with me for an alternative submission, but this request must come at least a week in advance of the project due date.  Quizzes must be taken by the due dates listed. 

Withdrawing

Students who disappear during the term – that is, withdraw unofficially from the course – will fail the class. Please let me know when you withdraw so that I can make proper note of it. 

Disabilities

Please notify me of any disabilities that may provide you extra challenges in this class. I encourage you to visit Student Services to learn your rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Safe Classroom

My classrooms are considered safe environments. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or myself. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior in our online learning environment, please notify me immediately. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas or words as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "F" for the course.  The Dean of Students will be notified.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 

Recycling Papers

There is a growing trend towards plagiarism on college and university campuses, and one form of plagiarism is submitting old papers from past classes for grades in a current class. If you want to continue working on a paper you wrote prior to this class, you must meet with me first and show me the paper. I will make a decision on a case by case basis as to whether it will be possible for you to fulfill the requirements the assignment in this class, while at the same time, continuing to develop your ideas within the paper. Do not simply recycle your old papers for this class. Those who do this will fail the class on the grounds of academic dishonesty.
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