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ENG 302: Creative Writing

ENG 402: Advanced Creative Writing

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Summer, 2006

July 3-September 9, 2006

Instructor:  Mary L. McCarrick 

Office: 206H Henry Hall

Phone: 341-2901 (cell)

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Course Description & Objectives
Both ENG 302 and 402 are classes in fiction writing that examine the techniques of the contemporary short story and provide practice in writing short fictional prose. The courses provide opportunities for students to explore their motives for writing and to “try on” a variety of fictional genres. Participants in the course keep journals in which they respond to a sequence of "prompts" by recording short sketches and observations. 

The focus of ENG 302 and 402 is on writing, and you will have plenty of opportunities to work on your writing style and technique, as well as employ elements of fiction in the creation of your stories. In addition, you will be assigned readings from textbooks on writing, as well as short stories to read and discuss so that we can study successful writers’ techniques.  
By the end of this course, ENG 302 students will be responsible for turning in a minimum of 20 pages of polished writing. For ENG 402 students, you must turn in a minimum of 30 pages of polished writing. 
The objectives of this course cover the general scope of fiction writing from the point of view of the author. By the end of the course the student should have: 

· An increased understanding of what motivates people to write fiction 

· An increased knowledge of key terminology associated with the writing of fiction 

· Knowledge of the "rules" of fiction writing 

· An increased awareness of the key stories considered to be a part of any fiction writer's basic knowledge 

· A clear understanding of the two ways of developing fictional plots 

· An increased knowledge of fictional points of view 

· An understanding of how fictional characters are created 

· Knowledge of the difference between good and bad dialogue 

· An increased awareness of the major fictional genres

· A general knowledge of the market for commercial fiction 

· For ENG 402 students, a clear idea of the writing marketplace and the knowledge of how to go about submitting work to publications and agents
Required Texts and Materials 

Novakovich, Josip. 'Writing Fiction Step by Step'.

Cincinatti: Writer's Digest, 1999. ISBN # 1884910351

Required

Feldhake, Susan C. 'Writing True-Life Stories'. New

York: Paragon House, 1993. ISBN # 1557785511

Required

Denman, Margaret-Love, and Barbara Shoup. 'Story

Matters: Contemporary Short Story Writers Share the

Creative Process'. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

ISBN # 0618470271.

Required 

Card, Orson Scott. 'Characters and Viewpoint.'

Cincinatti: Writer's Digest. 1988. ISBN # 0898799279

(ENG 402 students will find this book especially helpful)
Other books, articles, and materials for writing and reading may be required throughout the semester. 

Course Requirements & Points

· WEB CT board discussions & workshops
· Final Portfolio (min. 20 pages for 302 students; min. 30 pages for 402 students)
· Short Writing Exercises
· Quizzes and Final Exam

· Process Writing Journal 

All short writing assignments and drafts of stories will be posted on the discussion board section of our Web CT classroom. All workshopping of stories will be done there as well. 
Your final portfolio will be made up of fully workshopped, revised, and polished stories that you have worked on all term with your classmates and myself in the drafting and workshop process. The final portfolio will be made up of a minimum of 20 pages of polished fiction for ENG 302 students, and a minimum of 30 pages of polished fiction from ENG 402 students.  The final portfolio will be due on the day of the final exam. Those having proctored exams will be responsible for making sure I receive your portfolio on September 9. That means some of you will be mailing your portfolios to me. All mailed portfolios should be sent either Express or Priority Mail with delivery confirmation. Allow 2 days for express to Hawaii, and 3-5 days for priority. If you want your portfolio returned, either enclose a self addressed, stamped envelope, or put a check for postage in your portfolio, and I’ll be sure to mail it back to you.
You will have several short writing exercises in this class. These help you to develop ideas and your writing voice, and they provide opportunities for workshop while we wait for longer stories to be posted. Please post your exercises on the appropriately titled discussion thread under the course menu’s DISCUSSION section. You will also be posting your short stories under DISCUSSION as well.
Quizzes will be focused upon the reading assignments and my lecture materials. You’ll take your quizzes on the QUIZ portion of our Web CT space, located under the course menu. A mandatory final exam will be given September 9. You may sign up to take the exam either on a military base here in Hawaii, or on Chaminade’s main campus. Those of you off island will need to arrange proctors. Please remember that all journals and portfolios will need to be in my mailbox on or before September 9.
Your writing process journal can either be done on the computer and printed out for me to read at the end of class, or be done in a composition notebook. Please do NOT use spiral notebooks. 

Final Grade 

All course assignments will be graded on a point basis. The points available for the class will be broken down in this manner:

Web CT board discussions & Workshops: 10 points

Final Portfolio: 40 points

Quizzes/ Final Exam: 20 points
Writing Assignments: 20 points
Journal: 10 points

TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE: 100

Final grade scale:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0 F        

Late Assignments

All short writing exercises must be turned in by the date and time listed on the assignment itself. Short story drafts may be posted at any time during the week, but make sure you post it correctly. If you have a new draft to post Week 2, then post it under Week 2 New Drafts. If you have a revision to post Week 4, then post it under Week 4 Revisions. This will help your classmates and myself keep track of new drafts and revisions as we workshop your stories. If you don’t post anything under a specific week, that is fine; just remember that all portfolio stories must have been posted as new drafts and revisions at least once throughout the term. It’s extremely important that you get all the comments and suggestions possible from your test audience. 
Quizzes must be completed by the posted time and date. Should there be special circumstances, such as deployment or family emergency, those will be dealt with on a case by case basis. Please call or email me to discuss your situation.

Withdrawing

Students who disappear during the term – that is, withdraw unofficially from the course – will fail the class. Please let me know when you withdraw so that I can make proper note of it. 

Disabilities

Please notify me of any disabilities that may provide you extra challenges in this class. I encourage you to visit Student Services to learn your rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Safe Classroom

My classrooms are considered safe environments. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or myself. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior in our online learning environment, please notify me immediately. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas or words as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "F" for the course.  The Dean of Students will be notified.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of stories with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 
Recycling Papers

There is a growing trend towards plagiarism on college and university campuses, and one form of plagiarism is submitting old papers from past classes for grades in a current class. If you want to continue working on a story you wrote prior to this class, you must show me the story. I will make a decision on a case by case basis as to whether it will be possible for you to fulfill the requirements the assignment in this class, while at the same time, continuing to develop your story. Do not simply recycle your old papers for this class. Those who do this will fail the class on the grounds of academic dishonesty.
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