CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE/PH/SO 438 Religion, Philosophy and Social Ethics

Fall Interim 2006
Instructor:  Kay Stone

 Phone:  (campus) 440-4226  (cell) 256-3152

Email:  kstone@chaminade.edu
DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy.  Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Study major religious, theological, and moral theories and beliefs and how they nurture ethical systems.

2. Study and develop critical skills in analyzing and addressing various questions and issues that arise related to social ethics.

3. Study and understand contemporary trends in social ethics in their relation to Religion and Philosophy.

4. Become more aware of one’s personal beliefs and values and how they relate to the values and beliefs of others.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Presence and active participation in all scheduled class meetings.

2. Completion of all written assignments.

GRADING

30% class attendance/participation

30% Final 5 page (minimum)

10% each for 4 assigned 2 page papers           paper and presentation
TEXT:

Faith, Morals and Money by Edward E. Zinbarg
Other readings will be given as handouts

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Knowledge of the subject matter from textbook, class lectures and discussion, and assigned handouts.

2. Greater awareness of one’s own personal religious, philosophical and ethical beliefs as well as a better comprehension of the beliefs of others.

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

Sept. 13
Course expectations; discussion on the meaning of
Religion, philosophy and ethics, lecture on Part I in text.
Sept. 15
Paper I “What Shapes YOUR Ethical Views/Beliefs?”  Chapter 3
Sept. 16
Field trip/research on Western Beliefs
Sept. 18
Wrap up of Western beliefs,  video “Inside the Vatican”   

Paper II—describe the Western belief you researched/visited on Sept. 16.
Sept. 20
 Field trip/research on Easter Beliefs.
Sept. 22 

Chapter 4, Dalai Lama video
Sept. 23
Paper III—describe the Eastern belief you researched/visited on Sept. 22  Be prepared to share with the class.
Sept. 25
Chapters 5-7.  Marketplace ethics.  Be prepared to share/discuss the following:  “How would you handle Anchor Co. dilemma as outlined on pages 116-117?  What is your understanding of Matthew 20:1-16?
Sept. 27
Paper IV How would you handle the Jones Co. “ethics” of part time employment situation on pages 128-29?  Does “rank have privilege” in an ethical society (page 134)?  Chapters 8-10
Sept. 29
Final presentations—choose a situation, real or fictional, and outline the various religious, philosophical and ethical dimensions.  Paper is to be MINIMUM 5 pages.  Be prepared to present in class.
