Philosophy 100 -- Introduction to Philosophy

Fall Interim Evening 2006
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Time: Wednesdays 5:30-9:40

Meeting Dates: 7/5-9/6
Classroom: Schofield Barracks
Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Texts: 

The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy (Seventh 


Edition) by Robert Solomon.

Tuesdays with Morrie

by Mitch Albom
Course Description: 


A philosopher is one who pursues wisdom.  Philosophers work, through hard and careful thinking, to make sense of it all.  They endeavor to discover who we are, how we fit into the universe, and, so too, how it is that we ought to live.


This course aims to strike a balance between the study and the doing of philosophy.  Students will study the ideas of many great philosophers and learn more about the discipline of philosophy.  They also will engage in philosophical thinking themselves and, in doing so, strengthen their own philosophical abilities and tendencies.

Course Objectives: (1) To introduce students to the discipline of philosophy.  (2) To empower students to think, read, write, speak, and listen more critically and carefully.

Course Expectations and Grading:  Your final grade will be calculated as follows:


Essays: 200 points


Essay #1: 100 points


Essay #2: 100 points

Critical Response Paper: 100 points


Reflection Journal: 70 points



Seven journal entries X 10 points each


Exit Passes: 40 points



10 exit passes X 4 points each


Discussion Grade: Up to 10 points possible
420 points possible: 

378-420 = A

336-377 = B

294-335 = C

252-295 = D
251 and Below = F
Explanation of Assignments:

Essays: There will be 2 Essays.  Each essay should be 3-5 typed, double-spaced pages.  These essays will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied and also to do your own philosophizing.  You will choose a topic from the attached handout.  Note that on all essays and papers plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  I will explain this in more detail during the second week of class.

Critical Response Paper: There will be a critical response paper.  This paper should be no more than 4 typed, double-spaced pages.  This paper will give you the opportunity to critically read and explain the arguments of famous philosophers.  Choose a topic from the attached handout.


Reflection Journal: Each week, for the first seven weeks of class, you will be asked to read a selection from the book Tuesdays with Morrie.  You are to write a one page response to your reading each week.  You will have to do seven responses in all.  These journal responses will give you the opportunity to connect philosophical issues to your own life.

Exit Passes: Each week you will have to complete a one page “exit pass.”  These exit passes ask you to summarize what was talked about during the lecture and in the textbook.  You will have to do ten exit passes in all.  These exit passes will check to see if you are understanding the lectures and the textbook.  If you miss a class, you will not be able to get credit for that week’s “lecture” portion of the exit pass.  You can still, however, fill in the “textbook” portion of the exit pass and get partial credit.

Discussion: There will be weekly class discussions.  At the end of the term the students in the class will evaluate the quality of these discussions.  They will determine a class discussion grade (from 0 to 10 points) and this grade will be calculated into each student’s final grade.  Please note that one point will be deducted from your discussion grade for each discussion that you miss.  (So, for example, if the class grade is a “10” but you miss two discussions, your discussion grade would be an “8.”)


Late Work: There will be a penalty for work which is turned in later than the stated deadline.  All work will be penalized 5% for each class that it is late.  Please note that the assignments for the entire course will be passed out to you during the first class.  Therefore, not having an assignment completed because you were absent the previous week and, hence, “did not get the assignment” is not an acceptable excuse.

Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)

	Class
	Lecture Topic
	Homework Due
	Classwork Due 
	Homework: Solomon Reading
	Homework: Albom Reading
	Homework: Assignments

	#1 – Sept. 13
	Doing Philosophy
	None
	Exit Pass #1
	Chapters 1 and 2
	Pages 1-25
	Reflection Paper #1


	#2 – Sept. 15
	The Meaning of Life
	Reflection Paper #1
	Exit Pass #2
	Chapter 3
	Pages 26-54
	Reflection Paper #2


	#3 – Sept. 16
	God
	Reflection Paper #2
	Exit Pass #3
	Chapter 4
	Pages 55-79
	Reflection Paper #3


	#4 – Sept. 18
	Metaphysics
	Reflection Paper #3
	Exit Pass #4
	Chapter 5
	Pages 80-108
	Reflection Paper #4


	#5 – Sept. 20
	Epistemology
	Reflection Paper #4

	Exit Pass #5
	Chapter 6
	Pages 109-141
	(1)

Essay #1

(2)

Reflection Paper #5

	#6 – Sept. 22
	The Self
	(1)

Essay #1

(2)

Reflection Paper #5
	Exit Pass #6
	Chapter 7
	Pages 142-170

	Reflection Paper #6


	#7 – Sept. 23
	Freedom
	Reflection Paper #6

	Exit Pass #7
	Chapter 8
	Pages 171-192
	Reflection Paper #7

	#8 – Sept. 25
	Ethics
	Reflection Paper #7
	Exit Pass #8
	Chapter 9
	
	Critical Response Paper


	#9 – Sept. 27
	Justice
	Critical Response Paper

	Exit Pass #9
	Chapter 10
	
	Essay #2

	#10 – September 29
	Death
	Essay #2
	Exit Pass #10

	Chapter 11
	
	


Chart your Own Progress: You can see how you are doing in the class 
by keeping track of your assignments here.

	Assignment
	Maximum Point Value
	Completed (Y or N)
	Points Actually Scored

	Essay #1


	       100
	
	

	Essay #2


	       100
	
	

	Critical Response Paper

	       100
	
	

	Reflection Journal


	       70

7 entries; 10 points each
	
	

	Exit Pass

	       40

10 exit passes, 4 points each
	
	

	Discussion
	        10

(Class determined grade – 1 pt. for each discussion you miss)
	
	


420 points possible: 
378-420 = A
336-379 = B

294-335 = C

252-295 = D
251 and Below = F
May 22: Last Day to Withdraw from Class
Philosophy 100: Essays
You are to write two essays for this class.  Due dates are listed on the syllabus.  Each essay is to be approximately 4-6 double-spaced, typed pages.  The possible topics for each of the two essays are listed below.
Possible Topics for Essay #1 (choose one of the following)

The Meaning of Life:

1. Imagine a friend is depressed and sees no meaning in life.  Making use of what we have studied, write a paper that convinces your friend that life does, in fact, have meaning.

God:

2. If you believe that there is a God and that he is all-powerful, all-knowing, and concerned with justice and the well-being of humanity, explain how there can be so much evil and suffering in the world.

3. Do you believe in God?  If so, why?  If not, why not?  Give reasons to support your position and address possible objections to your position.

Metaphysics:

4. Is it possible that you are hooked up to a "matrix" and that none of this is real?  How could you prove (or disprove) that this world is real?

5. Do you think that this world is the final reality or do you think that there is another, perhaps "greater" or "more final," reality "beyond" this one?  Give reasons for your answers.

Epistemology:

6. Give an example of something that you are sure (or are almost sure) is true.  Give an example of something that you are not as sure is true.  What is different about these two examples?  More generally, what factors make you more (or less) confident that something is true?

7. What is "truth"?  Can something be true today but not tomorrow?  Can something be true for you but not for me?  Give examples.
Possible Topics for Essay #2 (choose one of the following)

Self:

1. Who are you (really)?  What is the most essential aspect of the human self?  What defines us as human beings?  Support your position with reasons and examples.

2. Imagine that a person who you knew (and were hurt/angered by) ten years ago returns into your life and says: “I am an entirely different person now”?  What does this person mean by this?  Do you think that it is possible to become “an entirely different person”?
Freedom:

3. Do we really have “free will”?  If you say “no,” explain why not and address the points raised by those who say that we do have free will.  If you say “yes,” explain why and address the points raised by those who believe in “determinism.”
Ethics:

4. What qualities do you consider to be the most important virtues a person can possess?  Why are these virtues, and not others, the most important?

5. What is your conception of the good life?  What goals or principles are primary?  What are the roles of success, wealth, freedom, and friendship?

6. The British philosopher Albert North Whitehead once wrote, “What is morality in any given time and place?  It is what the majority then and there happen to like and immorality is what they dislike.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

Justice:

7. Pick at least one example of U.S. military involvement in another country.  Was this involvement justified?  More generally, under what conditions is U.S. military involvement ever justified?

8. Is it just that people should receive better schooling, better health care, and better legal aid only because they have more money?  If you think it is just, explain why; if you think it is unjust, say what you think should be done to remedy the situation.

Philosophy, Sex, Race, and Culture:

9. Do you think that patriarchy (rule by men) and racism are institutionalized in Western philosophy and culture?  Give reasons for your answer.

Philosophy 100 – Critical Response Paper
Part of being a good philosopher is being able to philosophize yourself and think of your own good ideas.  Another part of being a philosopher is being able to understand the writings of other philosophers.  This is important because there are many brilliant philosophers who have written down their ideas.  By reading about and understanding their ideas you can gain great insight into what it is to be a human being within our world.

The purpose of this “critical response paper” is to give you practice in reading and explaining the ideas of actual philosophers.  Your assignment is as follows:

(1) Read and understand a writing by a famous philosopher.  You will have to read it very carefully to understand it.  You probably will have to read the writing more than one time.

(2) Write a short paper where you summarize this writing.  Your paper should answer these questions: What is this philosopher’s argument?  What is the point that he/she is trying to make? 

(3) After you have explained the philosopher’s point you should write a single, final paragraph in which you respond to the philosopher’s ideas.  Do you agree with these ideas?  Does he/she do a good job of making his/her case?  Please note that this response by you should be no more than one paragraph.

For this paper I do not want to hear about your ideas (except in the very last paragraph).  I want to see if you can understand and explain the philosopher’s ideas.  Your paper, then, should be almost entirely descriptive.  You should be describing to me what the philosopher is saying.  You will be graded on how well you understand and explain the philosopher’s point.

This paper should be 3-4 typed, double-spaced, pages long.  This paper should be no longer than 4 pages.  I want you to give me a concise, tight explanation of what the philosopher is saying.  If you write more than 3 pages, edit your paper down and use less words to explain what the philosopher is saying.

This paper is due at the beginning of class # 9.  Papers turned in after these dates will be marked as late work.

Topics: Included with your Solomon textbook was a CD-ROM “The Philosophy Source 3.0.”  This is an amazing CD.  It contains nearly a hundred of the most famous philosophy books ever written.  So if you want to learn more about philosophy all you have to do is read some of the books which are on this CD.  It is a great resource.

Critical Response Paper, Continued

I have selected a few of the works from this CD.  They are as follows:

(1) Plato: “The Apology” (topics: goodness, meaning of life)

(2) Plato: “The Phaedo” (topics: the death of Socrates, honor)

(3) Lao-Tzu: “The Tao Te Ching.” (topics: metaphysics, the way of nature)

(4) Epictetus: “The Enchiridion, or Manual.” (topic: meaning of life)

(5) William James: “The Will to Believe.” (topics: religious faith, knowledge)

For your critical response paper select one of the works from this list.  Read that work carefully and then write your paper.  So if, for instance, you choose to write about Plato’s “Apology,” you will open up the CD, read Plato’s “Apology,” and explain what Plato is saying in your paper.

If you’d prefer a hard copy of the philosophical work, you can get it at almost any library.  Or I can print you a copy from the CD.

One final note: This may be a difficult assignment.  You may not understand what the philosopher is saying.  This is OK, this stuff isn’t easy to understand; just try your best.  As long as you try your best to explain what the philosopher is saying, I’ll probably give you a pretty good grade.  But if you try to pass off someone else’s explanation as your own, I will, at the very best, give you an “F.”  Do not plagiarize someone else’s explanation; just try your best.

Philosophy 100 – Reflection Journal

In this class you will read Mitch Albom’s book Tuesdays with Morrie.  I have broken the book up into seven parts:


Pages 1-25


Pages 26-54


Pages 55-79


Pages 80-108


Pages 109-141


Pages 142-170


Pages 171-192

After you read each of these seven parts you are to write a Reflection.  The point of this written Reflection is to help you to make connections between the book and your own life.  It is also to help you to reflect on your own life.  Who am I?  What is most important to me?  What do I want to do with my life?  These are questions which we should all think about.

Your assignment: After you read each of the seven sections of Tuesdays with Morrie answer the following questions:

(1) Briefly describe what you found interesting in this section of the book.

(2) Connect what you found interesting with your own life.  Have you ever thought about what Mitch and Morrie are talking about?  Have you ever had any of these same worries or faced any of these same challenges?  Does what they say influence you to change your life in any way?

Since these will be personal reflections there will be no right or wrong answers.  You can, however, do a better or worse job of reflecting.  A good Reflection is one that really “scratches beneath the surface.”  It goes into some detail and demonstrates that you have really given the matter some thought.  So after you read find a quiet place, lean back for a little while, and really reflect upon your own life and upon what this book makes you think about.  After taking this time to think, you’ll be ready to write a good written Reflection.

You should write one Reflection for each of the seven sections of the book.  So you will write seven written Reflections total.  Each Reflection should be approximately one typed page in length.  

Each week one Reflection is due. (See Calendar)  Any reflection turned in after its due date will be marked as late work. (Although, I will not deduct any points for Reflections that are only 1 week late.)
I hope you enjoy the book.





