RE 345: Religious Education

Chaminade University of Honolulu
Summer Evening 2006
TIME:


Thursdays, Holy Family School
INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer

PHONE:

739-8536
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE HOURS:
by appointment
OFFICE:

Henry Hall 206Q
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Gallagher, Maureen. The Art of Catechesis: What You Need to Be, Know and Do. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1998

Galindo, Israel. The Craft of Christian Teaching. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1998.

Students should have access to a Bible, using any of the following versions: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible, New International Version with Apocrypha

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the student to principles and methodologies of Religious Education. While exploring the histories, philosophies, sociologies of Religious Education, students will practice skills associated with critical research as preparation for effective participation in education ministries. Theological preparation will include Jesus, grace, church, salvation and sin. Students will prepare presentations based on class themes that are developed appropriate for their target level. Offered alternative years. Pre: RE 205 or permission of the instructor.

COURSE LEARNING GOALS AND OUTCOMES
This course will:

· introduce the student to the principles and methodologies of religious education;

· further the student’s studies of basic doctrinal concepts of Christianity;

· offer the student opportunities to apply the principles and methodologies to a particular context, and;

· enable the student to explore one’s faith journey in light of the community’s understanding of the Triune God.

On completion of this course, students will be able to:
· describe the purpose and goal of religious education;

· discuss the main doctrines and concepts of Christianity;

· explain and utilize various methodologies of education;

· apply the concepts to a particular context.

· reflect on one’s personal faith journey;

These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Instruction will consist of lectures, student discussions, film/video, group discussions and presentations. Students will be expected to participate in the group discussions and presentations. Students will be asked to share insights and questions with one another. Because the class will require personal interaction, students are expected to respect one another’s opinions and ideas. 

Students should have read the material and prepared written assignments before class to be able to participate more actively in discussions. Sharing of responses may be done in a variety of ways, such as dyad, triads, or other small group formats as well as large class discussions. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in a seminar style as this one will do is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the texts, clarify material contained in the texts and encourage students to engage in critical thinking.

REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to:

· attend class regularly;

· read required text assignments and other assignments given at the discretion of the instructor;

· participate in group discussions in class;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

GRADING:

Grading will be based upon class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, participation, effort, term or service project and exams.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1-1/2 inch margins with appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Note:  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.

GRADING CATEGORIES:

 
Total points possible
Class attendance:



10 points



Class participation:



10 points

Weekly written assignments:


20 points



Term Project and presentation:

20 points 


Mid-Term exam:


20 points



Final exam:


20 points








          100 total points
Class attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence. Points are given for each class and will be deducted in total for unexcused absences. Students with excused absences may receive partial credit for the missed class only if the student completes a missed-class assignment provided by the instructor. Excused absences are allowed only for illness, family emergency, and other circumstances beyond the student’s control. The student must give the instructor the reason for the absence. It is at the discretion of the instructor, particularly in circumstances beyond the student’s control, to determine whether the absence qualifies as excused.
Class participation

Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. The instructor may determine that the student was unprepared for class and may choose to deduct 
Weekly written assignments:
Written assignments will be based on the readings for class. You will be expected to respond to the question or questions as indicated on the assignment. Assignments are due the following class session. Some of the assignments are listed in the course outline. You are expected to read the outline and complete assignments. Written assignments should be 1-2 pages in length if an essay. Some assignments are brief and require the student to respond to a reflection in the text book.

Term Project: 
The term project may be completed as an individual or group project. The content is the same whether you choose to do it by yourself or with others. 

· Students will write and submit a 7-10 page paper. 

· The paper will discuss and present a specific lesson plan prepared for a particular context, such as for children, teens or adults. The lesson plan will include learning goals and outcomes, the specific theological content or value to be presented, the methodologies to be used, content to be discussed, and the evaluation and assessment tools. 

· You will do a sample presentation of part of the material within your project as part of the final class.

Mid Term and Final

There will be a mid-term exam and final exam. Both exams will cover material pertinent to that portion of the term but the final may include some material from earlier portion of the course. The exams will be essay questions.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;

· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.
Course Schedule (subject to revision)
Reading assignments are to be completed  for the following class.

Craft = Craft of Christian Teaching

Art = The Art of Catechesis

	Week 
	Activity
	Assignment for the following week

	Week 1

July 6
	Education/Religious Education
What is education?

What is religious education?

Similarities/Differences
Written assignment during class: 

Art, pages 13 and 14


	For July 13 

Read 

Craft  chapters 1-4 

Art chapter 1 

Written assignment for the next class: Craft, page 26 – Think about what you know about Jesus as a teacher. Do you think he subscribed to the idea that learning = change. Why or why not? Give specific examples to support your answer.

	Week 2

July 13
	Frameworks

Discussion question during class: Reflect on Jesus’ style of teaching in the Bible. Was he a “discovery teacher” or an “expository teacher.” Why?
	Read

Craft: Chapters 5-8, 

Art: Chapter 2

Written assignment for the next class: page 41and 42 scripture passages charts. (3 charts).

	Week 3

July 20
	Foundations of Content –Scripture
In class assignment: On page 43 of Art, do the exercises in italics in the center of the page.
	Read

Art: Chapter 3 and 4


Written Assignment: Each student will be given a separate assignment from one of the chapter’s discussions for the gospels 

Assignment: Bring a story with you to class or name a film that illustrates healing, or some other Christian concept. You should be able to invite the rest of the class to “unpack” the meaning of the story.

	Week 4
July 27
	Storytelling, Imagination and Faith
	Read
Art: Chapter 5, 6
Written Assignment: Bring with you a prayer either from one of the Psalms, a canticle in the Scriptures or some other prayer form. Using the terms from page 121, identify the various elements in the prayer.

	Week 5

Aug. 3
	Church, Prayer and Ritual


	Read

Art: Chapter 7 and 8; 

Craft: Chapters 10 and 11

Select one of the following:

Not all Christian churches adhere to the seven as the number of the sacraments but most will recognize Baptism and Eucharist (Communion). What impact do you think this has on the Christian community as a whole?

Attend an Eucharistic liturgy, Mass or a Sunday worship service. Take note of the structure of the Mass or Service and some of the words that are repeated. What do you notice in regards to ritual?

In what ways does worship challenge Christian believers to do works of justice?

	Week 6

Aug. 10
	Sacraments and Eucharistic people
MID-TERM EXAM due today
	Read
Art: Chapter 9
; Craft: Chapter 9

Assignment: Select a living person whom you believe lives a virtuous life. What do you think the person finds difficult or hard in his/her life?

Assignment on page 54 of Craft text: State five personal values….

	Week 7

Aug. 17
	Living the Christian Life
	Read
Craft: Part 3 – Chapters 12-15 

Assignment: Who is a teacher who had the most significant influence on you? How and why?

Assignment: What do you think is your learning style? What impact might it have on your prospective teaching style?

	Week 8

Aug. 24
	Spiritual Roles of the Christian Teacher
	Read

Craft: Part 4 – Chapters 16-23

Craft: Part 5 – Chapters 24-28; Art: Chapter 10

Assignment: Chapter 21 suggests a variety of methods. Name some of the benefits of using these styles of teaching. What do you think might be some of the disadvantages?

Assignment: Page 133 lists passages from the Gospel of John. Read each one. How does Jesus “teach” in these passages?

	Week 9

Aug. 31
	The Craft: Methods and Issues
	Complete final paper for next week. You will be sharing briefly the major ideas of your paper.

	Week 10

Sept. 7
	Term projects and presentations
	


A: 90-100% 	


B: 80-89% 	


C: 70-79%


D: 63-69% 	


F: 62% and below








RE 345 Summer AUP 2006

5

