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FALL 2006

TIME:


2-3:20 p.m., Tues./Thurs.

CLASSROOM:
Henry 102

INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:

739-8536

OFFICE:

Henry Hall 206Q

OFFICE HOURS:
T/W/R 9 a.m. to noon, and by appointment
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Beguerie, Philippe and Claude Duchesneau. How To Understand the Sacraments. Translated by John Bowden and Margaret Lydemore. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 1991.

Lawler, Michael G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1993.

Whitehead, Evelyn and James. Christian Life Patterns: The Psychological Challenges and Religious Invitations of Adult Life. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 1995
Recommended

Text:
New American Bible or any standard Bible version.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will explore the meaning of adult life as based upon a sacramental perspective. Students will examine the paradigm of Jesus as Sacrament and the human response to that image in adult life. They will determine what the Christian view regarding married and single life in order to make informed choices regarding human sexuality, and moral and social responsibilities. They will evaluate differing views regarding human behavior and lifestyles as consistent with or in opposition to a sacramental understanding of human life.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Students will study and explore the:

· Jesus as the Christian paradigm of both Sacrament and sacramental life;

· The understanding and purpose of Sacrament in the Christian faith tradition;

· The Christian perspective on married and single life as vocation; 

· The challenges to the Christian worldview regarding adult life choices. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

On completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Describe the meaning of Jesus as Primordial Sacrament in the Christian perspective;

· Discuss the concept of Sacrament in the Christian community;

· Explain the relevance of sacramental worldview to adult life patterns and choices;

· Compare and contrast varying views regarding marriage and human sexuality.
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, e ducare, means to lead out from. To educate means to begin where persons are individually then lead them to a future locus of where they become. 

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life.

Formation in faith

Individuals are persons of “faith.” To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. Specific faith in a Transcendence experienced by peoples worldwide is the major content of this course.

Provide an integral quality education

Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community. As the global community becomes more a part of an individual’s life, the understanding of the various ways in which people believe and act is crucial to a person’s personal and communal growth. As a core course, we will further our knowledge of the worldviews of others.

Educate for family spirit

Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, work and school. Working together for the common needs and good of the family group is fundamental to healthy relationships. Through the assignments and discussions, we will work together to build the family of Chaminade University.

Educate for service, justice and peace

To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002, he said, “There is no peace without justice, no justice without forgiveness.” The road to forgiveness begins with awareness and service to work toward justice and peace. In light of Sept. 11, 2001 and all acts of violence, degradation, and oppression worldwide, we need to begin the process of self-examination and expand toward understanding. This course will attempt to give students the opportunity to reflect on one’s self and grow in self-knowledge.

Educate for adaptation and change

Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective. This course will enable the learner to explore various ways in which people attempt to answer or ponder the questions of ultimate meaning.

REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to:

· attend class regularly;

· read required text assignments;

· participate in group discussions in class;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

GRADING:

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, exams, participation, effort, and final paper.  The final paper must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

CATEGORIES:

 
Total points possible 

Class Participation and Attendance:

30 points




Reflective assignments:


20 points

Final Project:


20 points 




Mid-term exam


15 points

Final Exam:


15 points







100 total points
           

Class participation and attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence. Points are given for each class and will be deducted for unexcused absences. Students with excused absences will need to complete a missed class assignment that the instructor will provide in order to receive a portion of the day’s points.

An excused absence must be verified or verifiable, and consists of illness, family or personal emergency, accident, military orders, or deemed as such at the discretion of the instructor. If you are uncertain whether the absence constitutes an excused one, discuss it with the instructor.

Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. 

Reflective assignments:

Students will keep a journal for this class. All reflective assignments will be included in the journal. There will be two types of reflective assignments. The first is based on the readings or material within the class. The instructor may assign a question or other activity for the weekly reflective assignment or may ask the student to respond to the readings for the week. The other reflective assignment will be based on the final project. See below for the final project activity. The journal will be collected periodically without notice.
Mid-Term and Final Exams

The format for these exams will be short-answer essay. 
Final Project Option: Service Learning  
Since this course focuses on Sacramental life, the preferred final project is service. Living in the image of Jesus means washing the feet of others, healing, listening, challenging, teaching, or any of the many ways in which Jesus interacted with others. The Service-Learning requirement may only be waived for substantial reasons. In lieu of service learning, students will need to complete a major research project of a minimum of 20 pages.
· Service Learning – Paper and Journal

· Contact Candice Sakuda for a service-learning project or have one approved by the instructor. Students will submit all required papers to Candice. NO PAPERS, NO CREDIT!

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum of 15 hours. You may not use the 15 hours for this class and another one but you may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each day’s service, students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log. 

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 4-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service learning activity.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)


	Date
	Course content
	Assignment(s) for next class or as indicated

	Aug. 22


	Introduction and overview
	Beguerie, chapter one


	Aug. 24
	Jesus: Primordial Sacrament
	Beguerie, chapters two, three and four


	Aug. 29
	Sacraments in the Life of the Church
	Beguerie, Part two


	Aug. 31
	
	

	Sept. 5
	Sacraments as celebrations
	

	Sept. 7
	
	Beguerie, Chapters 9, 11 and 13


	Sept. 12
	Sacramental life – the Paschal Mystery
	

	Sept. 14
	
	Whitehead, chapter one


	Sept. 19
	Sacramental life – Adulthood
	

	Sept. 21
	
	Whitehead, chapter two


	Sept. 28
	
	

	Sept. 30 
	
	Whitehead, chapter three


	Oct. 3
	
	

	Oct. 5
	
	Whitehead, chapter four


	Oct. 10
	
	

	Oct. 12
	
	

	Oct. 17
	
	Mid-term exam


	Oct. 19
	Vocation – A call to life
	Lawler, chapter one and two


	Oct. 24
	
	

	Oct. 26
	
	Lawler, chapter three


	Oct. 31
	
	

	Nov. 2
	
	Lawler, chapter four


	Nov. 7
	
	

	Nov. 9
	
	Lawler, chapter five and six


	Nov. 14
	
	

	Nov. 16
	
	TBA


	Nov. 21
	
	TBA


	Nov. 28
	
	Final Paper due today


	Nov. 30
	
	

	Dec. 6
Wednesday
	Final Exam
	12:45-2:45 p.m. Henry 102


A: 90-100% 


B: 80-89% 	


C: 70-79%


D: 63-69% 	


F: 62% and below 
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