

Fall 2006


Syllabus
Biology 490 Senior Seminar
Text: 
There is no required text for this course.  The following texts are for your reference:
1. Smith, Roger C, Reid, W Malcolm, and Luchsinger, Arlene E. Smith’s Guide to the Literature of the Life Sciences, 9th Ed. 1980. Burgess Publishing, Minneapolis, Minnesota

2. Day, Robert A and Barbara Gastel. How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper, 6th Ed. 2006. Greenwood Press, Westport, Connecticut
3. Hairston, Maxine et al. The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers, 6th ed. 2001. Longman Pub Group, New York, New York 
4. Davis, Martha. Scientific Papers and Presentations. 1997. Academic Press, San Diego, California
Professor: 
Dr. Jauchia Wu

Office: 
Castle Science 105

Phone: 
440-4219 (x219)

Email:

jblythe@chaminade.edu

Office Hrs:
MTW 11:00 – 12:00
Student Learning Outcome
Upon completion of this course, students should demonstrate an understanding of:

· Select a research topic using standard criteria of biology
· Prepare a literature listing

· Prepare career and professional papers, such as a resume for graduate and professional schools

· Prepare and present an oral seminar with audiovisual methods 

· Prepare and present a poster seminar 
Grading
Grade is calculated based on your attendance, class participation, and projects in the following fashion.
	
	
	
	Grade
	Percentage

	
	
	
	A
	90% - 100%

	Participation
	20 pts
	
	B
	80% - 89%

	Projects
	130 pts
	
	C
	70% - 79%

	
	
	
	D
	60% - 69%

	Total
	 150 pts
	
	F
	0% - 59%


Attendance and Participation
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each lecture as required by school guidelines.  Five points will be deducted from the final grade for each unexcused absence.  Student participation is an important part of this seminar and it often reflects how well students prepare for this class.  Therefore students will be graded for their class participation.
Projects
There are 8 projects the students need to complete this semester.  Word-process all your projects (except for the oral presentation of course) with double-space.  Please turn in your assignments on time.  Any late assignment within 24 hrs will get 50% of the points deducted.  Any assignments turned in later than 24 hrs are not accepted.  Detailed instructions for each project will be distributed throughout the semester.  
1. Literature search project – prepare a listing of reference of a literature search on a topic selected by the student (10 pts)
2. Journal project – select journals in a biological field selected by the instructor (10 pts)
3. Abstract project – complete an abstract for an article selected by the instructor (10 pts)

4. Biography of scientists – obtain biographical information on assigned professionals (10 pts)

5. Resume – prepare your own academic resume (20 pts)

6. Personal statement – write a statement for a graduate/professional school application (20 pts)
7. Oral presentation – prepare a 20-min PowerPoint presentation on a journal article selected by the student (30 pts)

8. Poster presentation – prepare a poster presentation with a 5-min walk-through on a journal article selected by the student (20 pts)
Academic Misconduct
Academic dishonesty including cheating, plagiarism, and other serious offenses, such as allowing another student to copy a paper or obtaining term papers on the internet, will not be tolerated.  Penalty for academic dishonesty will be consistent with Chaminade University policy.  
Miscellaneous

· Topics and assignments are listed in the syllabus.  Additional reading assignment may be supplied or put on reserve in the library during the semester. 

· Adjustments may be made to the current syllabus including topics, presentation, and due dates.

· Students may obtain their grades any time by consulting the instructor.  Those with deficient grades will be notified prior to the withdrawal deadline.  Students receiving deficiencies should consult with the instructor.

· Students with special needs such as learning disabilities should consult with the instructor during the first two weeks of classes.

· Electronic devices such as cell phones and music players should be turned off during lecture.
W 8:00 – 8:50am; Henry 106
	Week
	Date
	Day
	Topic
	Due

	1
	Aug
	23
	W
	Syllabus and introduction
	-

	2
	Aug
	30
	W
	Literature search (Ms. Sharon)
	-

	3
	Sept
	6
	W
	Journals (Ms. Sharon)
	-

	4
	Sept
	13
	W
	Components of a journal article
	Literature search

	5
	Sept
	20
	W
	Components of a journal article
	Journal selection

	6
	Sept
	27
	W
	Abstract writing
	- 

	7
	Oct
	4
	W
	Resume Writing (Ms. Alison)
	Abstract 

	8
	Oct
	11
	W
	Personal statement
	Biography 

	9
	Oct
	18
	W
	Effective presentation 
	Resume 

	10
	Oct
	25
	W
	Effective presentation 
	-

	11
	Nov
	1
	W
	Oral presentation by students
	Personal statement

	12
	Nov
	8
	W
	Oral presentation by students
	-

	13
	Nov
	15
	W
	Oral presentation by students
	-

	14
	Nov
	22
	W
	Poster presentation by students
	-

	15
	Nov
	29
	W
	Final meeting
	-
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