English 091

Fall 2006

Instructor:  Koreen Nakahodo Schroeder

Office Hours:  MW 11:00-12:00  or by appointment 

e-mail:  knakahod@chaminade.edu
Office Number:  440-4234

Course Description

The course focuses on the key skills necessary for the successful study and comprehension of academic textbooks.  Reading skills, such as vocabulary building, using context clues, finding main ideas, determining significant details, understanding graphic material, and interpreting figurative language, are emphasized.  There will be several timed reading tests to increase student proficiency.
Learning Outcomes
In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following outcome:

· 11th Grade Reading Level (as measured by the Nelson-Denny test)

Required Texts

Reading Skills for College Student by Ophelia Hancock.  7th edition.  
Writing Places by Mathieu, Grattan , Lindgren, and Shultz.
Required Extras

Access to a computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must by typed).

Student Responsibilities

Class Preparation

Students are expected to read the material assigned prior to attending class.  In class assignments and lectures will be based on the readings.

Class Attendance

· Attendance and punctuality are mandatory.  

· Excused absences must be documented and will be decided on a case-by-case basis. 

· Unexcused absences may lower your grade.

· Excessive tardiness may result in a grade deduction from your final grade.  

Late Work

Late work must be pre-arranged with the instructor prior to the due date.  

Papers over one week late will receive a ‘0.’  No in class work may be “made up.”

Class Behavior

In class you are free to express your opinions with respect to the other members of the class.  Members who do not comply with these guidelines will be asked to leave the classroom and will be marked as absent (unexcused) for the day. 

Students are asked to turn off all electronic devices (cell phones) before entering the classroom.  Talking on the phone or writing a text message during lectures or class discussions is unacceptable.  Students who do not observe this rule will not be able to take the next in class quiz/assignment.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog and can be located on the intranet.  They include but are not limited to the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Course Requirements

Regular attendance

In class essays based on the readings

Quizzes based on the readings

In Class Writing Assignments

In class writing assignments give students the opportunity to demonstrate their comprehension of the assigned reading material.  Students will be given 10 minutes at the beginning of class to complete one of the following assignments:

· write a summary of the reading/article, 

· write a response to a prompt based on the reading,

· write a character analysis, 

· write an analysis of the plot or setting, or
· write a prediction of future events in the text based on a careful analysis of past events in the text
The in class writing assignments will take place at the beginning of the class period.  Students who are late to class will lose time on the assignment.  Students who are absent will not be able to make up the assignment.  If you have a documented illness, the missing assignment will not count against you. 

All in class writing assignments will be graded on a three point scale

-1   
It is clear that you did not read the assignment  OR that you did not comprehend the reading to the level necessary to complete the writing portion of the assignment.

0
You did not attend class OR your reading comprehension skills were not evident 


from your writing assignment.
1
It is clear that you understood the reading assignment AND were able to articulate 
that understanding in a written format.

(If there is any student in this class who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to come and discuss this with me.)

Grading Breakdown

Quizzes (10)







90 pts

In Class Writing






10 pts

Nelson-Denney Test*






100 pts









            200 pts

*Nelson Denny Grading Breakdown:

11th grade proficiency
     80 pts

            
12th   “            
“
     90 pts

            
13th   “

“                  100 pts

            
14th   “

“                  102 pts


15th   “

“
      104 pts


16th   “

“
      106 pts
Grading Scale

‘A’ 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (180-200)

‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (160-179)

‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (140-159)

‘D’
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (120-139)

‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this course is a ‘C’ (140 points)

Final Exam:  TBA
The Due dates and assignments may be changed at the discretion of the instructor.

English 091 Schedule
	Week
	Readings 
	Assignment

	1
	Assessment
	

	2
	Chapters 1 & 2;           p. 423


	

	3
	Chapters 3, 4, & 5;      p. 403


	

	4
	Chapters 6, 7, & 8;      
	

	5
	
	

	6
	Chapters 9 & 10;         p. 335, 391
	

	7
	Chapter 11                  p. 341, 377, 385
	

	8
	Chapter 12 & 13         p. 347
	

	9
	Chapter 14                  p. 353, 361, 369
	

	10
	Chapter 15                  p. 435, 449, 455
	

	11
	Chapter 16 

Writing Places (WP):   Chapter 1
	

	12
	Chapter 17, 18, & 19    WP: 2
	

	13
	Handouts                       WP: 3
	

	14
	Handouts                        WP: 4
	

	15
	Prepare for Final Exam
	


