CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SUMMER SESSION

 JULY 8 - SEPTEMBER 9, 2006

TRIPLER MEDICAL CENTER

COURSE:  RE103 30 2: World Religions
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Saturdays, 8:00AM-12:10PM
PHONE:
      676-1452

E-MAIL:     srmaliad@juno.com

TEXTBOOK:
Molloy, Michael.  2004, EXPERIENCING THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS:  

Tradition, Challenge, and Change, IIIrd edition,  
Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co.

DESCRIPTION
     This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

OBJECTIVES
*to stimulate students to reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning

*to foster the students' appreciation for the communal and cultural dimensions of religion, as well as the variety of expressions of personality and personal development that occur within religious traditions

*to understand the basic elements of religion

*to experience various forms of prayer and religious practices

*to explore the influences different religions have on various contemporary issues

*to grow deeper in one's own faith

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.

Unexcused tardies and leaving class early will affect the attendance grade. Aside from what’s given in class, if further instructions on how to get to off-campus sites are needed, it is the student’s responsibility to check out road maps, etc. in advance of the meeting time.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.  No papers will be accepted via e-mail.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm Project:






15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
*EXTRA CREDIT:




1 page typed reflection/review paper on:

Extracurricular, intercultural activity or service attended; pertinent films 

 and recreational reading review; current events and personal commentary...


Quizzes:  BBC.CO.UK/religion/interactive.quizzes/index.shtml “superquiz”



Print out and submit final score page.

*MAKE-UP FOR MISSED CLASSES (Class Participation points):

In the Textbook, at the end of each chapter there is a section called “For Fuller

Understanding.”  Choose 2  to do.  Write up your response in a reaction-style

paper 1-1/2pages.  
ASSIGNMENTS

*Homework:

     Each week you are requested to submit over the readings, three points of interest that stirred your thoughts or curiosity, or three questions.   Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled.

*Reflection Papers:


     1 1/2  page typed papers.  Content:  reflections and reactions over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, etc.   Not a synoptic report.

  *Quizzes:


     Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.

*Midterm Project:


     Choose one of the holidays from the multi-faith calendar found at the end of the syllabus.  Research into the details of the holiday (reason for it; religious background; etc.) and present in an interactive way your findings, engaging the students in its celebration.  E.g. through the use of cultural/religious food, music, visuals, etc.
*Final:






 

     Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a single art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, writing, music composition, etc.) that expresses symbols of, your insights into, or what you gleamed from each.  At one point in your creation, highlight your personal synthesis of what you have gained out of the study of the different world traditions.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

July 8


Introduction to World Religions



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 3: Hinduism  (b)  3 Points of Interest




(c)  Do “What’s your spiritual type?” found at “Beliefnet,” under 



 “spirituality tools,” “quizzes.” Under “Welcome.”  Print out last page.




(d) Bring a fruit
July 15


Hinduism



ISKCON Center:  8:30AM  (Nuuanu)



15 Coelho Way, Honolulu,  96817



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 5:  Jainism and Sikhism  (b)  3 Points of Interest




(c)  Reaction Paper #1

July 22


Jainism/Sikkhism



Hmwk:
 (a)  Read Chapt. 6: Taoism and Confucianism (b)  3 Points of 



Interest  (c)  Bring fruits
July 29


Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto



Kuan Yin Temple, Lum Sai Ho Tong, Izumo Taishokyo:  8:30AM




170 N. Vineyard Blvd. Honolulu, 96817; River Street (Chinatown)




Hmwk:  (a)  Reaction Paper #2  (b)  Midterm assignment
August 5

Midterm



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 4: Buddhism   (b)  3 Points of Interest

August 12

Buddhism


 
Mu-Ryang Sa Buddhist Temple:  8:15AM




2408 Halelaau Pl. Honolulu, 96816 (Kaimuki)




Honolulu Diamond Sangha Zen Buddhist Temple:  9:00AM




2747 Waiomao Road, Honolulu, 96816



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapter 9:  Christianity   (b)  3 Points of Interest 




(c)  Reaction Paper #3


August 19

Christianity






Hmwk:  (a)  Attend a service not of your own faith (b)  Reaction Paper #4



(c)  Read Chapt. 8:  Judaism   (d)  3 Points of Interest
August 26

Judaism



Hmwk:  (a)  Read Chapt. 11:  Alternative Paths  (b)  3 Points of Interest
September 2

Christianity, Alternative Paths




Our Lady of Peace Catholic Cathedral, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral,



Church of Scientology




1188 Bishop St., Honolulu 96813 (Downtown Honolulu)



Hmwk:  (a)  Final exam

September 9

Final Exam
*Note: 
Syllabus subject to change

RE103 Summer 2006 Extra-Credit Supplement

*July 13: 8PM


    “Mauna Kea: Temple Under Siege”  PBS 
	*Aug 12th 
1-4PM 
	INTRODUCTION TO MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 
by Thanh Huynh
Pali Momi Medical Center - Cost: free 

	*Sept 2nd
9AM-noon 
	INTRODUCTION TO MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 
by Thanh Huynh 
Queen's Convention Center  - Cost: free 


The 2006 Obon Schedule

	Oahu

	Date
	Time
	Location



	July 8
	7 p.m. 
	Tendai-Shu Hawaii Betsuin,  23 Jack Lane

	July 7-8 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Waipahu Hongwanji Temple,  94-821 Kuhaulua St. 

	July 14-15 
	8 p.m. 
	Koboji Shingon Mission,  1223-B N. School St.

	July 14-15 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Shinshu Kyokai Mission,  1631 S. Beretania St.

	July 14-15 
	8 p.m. 
	Haleiwa Shingon Mission,  66-469 Paalaa Road

	July 15 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Waianae Hongwanji Temple,  87-762 Old Government Road 

	July 21-22 
	7 p.m. 
	Wahiawa Ryusenji Soto Mission,  164 California Ave.

	July 21-22 
	6:30 p.m. 
	Rissho Kosei-Kai Hawaii Kyokai,  2280 Auhuhu St. 

	July 21-22 
	7 p.m. 
	Higashi Hongwanji Betsuin of Hawaii,  1685 Alaneo St.

	July 22 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Kailua Hongwanji Temple,  268-A Kuulei Road

	July 22 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Kahuku Hongwanji Temple,  call 622-4320 for directions

	July 28-29 
	7 p.m. 
	Jikoen Hongwanji Temple,  1731 N. School St.

	July 28-29 
	7 p.m. 
	Palolo Higashi Hongwanji,  1641 Palolo Ave.

	Aug. 4-5
	5:30 p.m. 
	Koganji Temple,  2869 Oahu Ave. 

	Aug. 4-5
	8 p.m. 
	Waipahu Soto Zen Temple Taiyoji,  94-413 Waipahu St.

	Aug. 5 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Waialua Hongwanji Temple,  67-313 Kealohanui St. 

	Aug. 11-12 
	7 p.m. 
	Shingon Mission of Hawaii,  915 Sheridan St. 

	Aug. 11-12 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Pearl City Hongwanji Temple,  858 2nd St. 

	Aug. 11-12 
	7 p.m. 
	Aiea Soto Mission Taiheiji,  99-045 Kauhale St.

	Aug. 18-19
	7:30 p.m. 
	Mililani Hongwanji Temple,  95-257 Kaloapau St.

	Aug. 18-19 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Soto Mission of Hawaii Shoboji,  1708 Nuuanu Ave.

	Aug. 18-19 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Jodo Mission of Hawaii,  1429 Makiki St.

	Aug. 26 
	7:30 p.m. 
	Aiea Hongwanji Mission,  99-186 Puakala Road

	Sept. 2-3 
	
	Okinawan Festival at Kapiolani Park

	Sept. 16 
	5 p.m. 
	Autumn Matsuri, Hawaii Okinawan Center,  94-587 Ukee St.


MULTI-FAITH CALENDAR:  JULY - SEPTEMBER 2006

	[image: image1.wmf]
	[image: image2.png]


Sun. 9 July
	Bahai: Martyrdom of the Bab

	
	Anniversary of the Bab's execution in 1850 in Tabriz, Iran.


	

	
	Mon. 10 July 

	Buddhist: Asala - Dhamma Day

	
	The anniversary of the start of Buddha's teaching - his first sermon ,"The Wheel of Truth ", after his enlightenment.



	
Sun. 23 July
Rastafari:  Birthday of Haile Selassie I

Haile Selassie was the Emperor of Ethiopia. Rastas believe Haile Selassie is God, and that he will return to Africa members of the black community who are living in exile.


Mon. 24 July 

   Mormon:  Pioneer Day

Commemorates the arrival in 1847 of the first Latter Day Saints pioneers in Salt Lake Valley.



Wed. 26 July 

Zoroastrian:  Khordad Sal (Qadimi)

The birthday of Zoroaster, celebrated on this date in the Qadimi calendar.




	
	Tues. 1 August 
	  Pagan:  Lughnasadh - Lammas

	
	A harvest festival and one of the Pagan festivals of Celtic origin which split the year into four.

	

	
	Thurs. 3 August
	Jewish:  Tish B'Av

	
	A solemn day that commemorates a series of tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people over the years, many of which have coincidentally happened on this day.


	
	Fri. 4 August 
	Hindu:  Raksha Bandhan

	
	Raksha Bandhan is the Hindu festival that celebrates brotherhood and love. "Raksha Bandhan" means a thread for protection.


	
	Sun. 6 August 
	Christian:  Transfiguration

	
	Orthodox Christian feast commemorating the sudden emanation of radiance from the person of Jesus that occurred on the mountain.


	
	Tues. 15 August 
	Christian:  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	
	A largely Roman Catholic festival celebrating their belief that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was taken body and soul into heaven.

	


	
	Christian 
	Dormition of the Theotokos

	
	An Orthodox festival that commemorates the death, resurrection, and glorification of Christ's mother. Dormition means "falling asleep".


	
	Wed. 16 August 
	 Hindu:  Janmashtami - Krishna Jayanti

	
	The Janamashtami festival marks the birth of Krishna, the most highly venerated God in the Hindu pantheon.


	
	Thurs. 17 August 
	Rastafari:  Birthday of Marcus Garvey

	
	Commemorates the Birthday of Marcus Garvey, the Jamaican politician born in 1887 who predicted the crowning of a King in Africa, and instigated the 'Back to Africa' movement.

	


	
	Mon. 21 August 
	Jain:  Paryushana

	
	The most important Jain festival, it consists of eight (Swetambara) or ten (Digambara) days of intensive fasting and repentance. A time of reflection.


	
	Tues. 22 August 
	Muslim:  Lailat al Miraj

	
	The festival celebrates the Prophet Muhammad's journey from Mecca to Jerusalem in a single night. From Jerusalem he ascended into heaven, where he met the earlier prophets, and eventually God.


	
	Fri. 25 August  
	Zoroastrian:  Khordad Sal (Shenshai)

	
	The birthday of Zoroaster, celebrated on this date in the Shenshai calendar.


	
	Sun. 27 August 
	 Hindu:  Ganesh Chaturthi

	
	Hindus celebrate the birthday of Lord Ganesh, the elephant-headed God.


	
	Mon. 28 August 
	 Jain:  Samvatatsari

	
	Last day of Paryushana when Jains give out alms to the poor.


	
	Fri. 8 Sept. 
	Christian:  Nativity of the Theotokos

	
	Orthodox Christians celebrate the birth of the Virgin Mary

	


	
	Christian 
	Feast of the Birth of Mary

	
	Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches celebrate the birth of Mary, mother of Jesus.

	

	
	Sat. 9 Sept. 
	Muslim:  Lailat-ul-Bara'h

	
	Lailat-ul-Bara'h (Night of Forgiveness) is the time when Muslims seek forgiveness for their sins. Muslims believe that on this night one's destiny is fixed for the year ahead.

	

	
	Mon. 11 Sept. 
	Rastafari:  Ethiopian New Year

	
	The start of the New Year in Ethiopia is recognised because Rastafarians believe Ethiopia to be their spiritual homeland, and a place to which they want to return.

	

	
	Sat. 23 Sept. 
	Pagan:  Autumn Equinox

	
	This day is celebrated when day and night are of equal duration.

	


	
	Hindu 
	Navaratri (start)

	
	Navaratri (nine nights) symbolises the triumph of good over evil and marks the start of autumn.

	


	
	Jewish 
	Rosh Hashanah

	
	Jewish New Year


	
	Sun. 24 Sept 
	Muslim:  Ramadan (start)

	
	Ramadan is the Muslim month of fasting.
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