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EN 102: Expository Writing

Course Syllabus




Location:  Henry Hall 202, M-F 11:20-12:50
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(808) 987-8763 (cell)

E-mail: 
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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

1. The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers, 7th Ed. by Hairston, Ruszkiewicz, Friend

2. The Contemporary Reader, 8th Ed. By Gary Goshgarian

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course utilizes analytical and critical reading strategies to compose college-level term papers.  Rhetoric, the art of persuasion, is required to effectively communicate a writer's position.  Since various types of writing styles can be effective, we will be exploring the different types of writing required to function effectively in and out of different disciplines and to reach various types of audiences.  Students explore cross-curricular and multi-cultural links between contemporary rhetoric and thematically-related classical rhetoric.

With a central focus on writing, this course requires that the student read rhetorically effective essays actively and responsibly.  Critical analysis comes only as a result of focused, serious reading and requires an established sense of self-discipline.

Instructional Procedures

In addition to meeting weekly, we will also be using WebCT Discussion Board Postings for writing responses.  The student’s grade is dependent upon successful completion of two outside-class writing assignments, an annotated bibliography, attendance, class participation, WebCT Discussion Board postings (minimum of six 250-word postings per week).  Non-textbook materials will be provided.  Sample essays will be utilized as a means of learning about effective/ineffective prose.  Various types of writing to be applied towards term papers will be explored. 

The remainder of the class time will be spent discussing the process of writing, ways of making writing more effective, revision, grammar, punctuation, etc.  Peer reviews and time to meet with groups for group writing assignments will be allotted.

This course is developed around the collaborative theory of education.  That is to say that we will be spending a large amount of our time engaged in class discussion of various readings, peer evaluation of papers, and discussion of different writing techniques and audiences.  We will be writing several essays that are directed toward different audiences, as well as maintaining a WebCT Discussion Board Posting writing journal for our own reflections and ideas.  All writing will be directed toward the mainstream American audience with grammar and spelling in Standard English format.

WRITING/GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

WebCT Discussion Board Postings - 90 points.  

In order to become great writers, practice is required. To that end, we will be employing the use of WebCT Discussion Board Postings entries in this class.  Six WebCT Discussion Board Postings per week will be required.  One posting will be the posting of the draft or final of the paper that is assigned.  Other postings can be assigned topics on political discussions set forth in advance (the week of class), reflections upon readings, prewriting for an upcoming paper, debating another student’s posting, or merely freewriting for 10-15 minutes on any topic.  A WebCT Discussion Board Posting shall consist of no less than 250 words per entry.  A word count should be included at the end of the posting  There should be no concern for grammar, punctuation, paragraphs, etc., as the purpose of these entries is to provide you with practice writing and debating with your fellow classmates.  The most important part of an entry is the content. 

WebCT Discussion Board Postings will be read daily and points assessed weekly.  If you choose to respond to another student’s posting, you must be respectful when responding.  There is no tolerance for name-calling, degradation, or any other form of slander against another student. Six WebCT Discussion Board Postings entries per week are mandatory.  For each additional entry, you will receive 3 points.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (Five Notations) - 100 points  

The idea behind the annotated bibliography is to allow you, the writer, an opportunity to fully investigate multiple sources for your term paper. It also allows the writer to recall the source and the importance of that source.  By successfully combining annotated bibliography entries, your paper can be completed gradually and thoroughly rather than haphazardly.  
In-class assignments - 100 points  

Ten in-class assignments are required.  Time will be provided to work on these assignments.  If you are not present for class, you will be expected to complete a quiz found on WebCT in order to make up the points.  Quizzes will only be available for a limited time.  It is, therefore, in your best interest to complete the quizzes as quickly as possible to insure that you do not lose the points.

Attendance - 100 points  

Three and one-half (3.5) points will be added to your points for each class attended, up to 100 points. If you fall asleep, you will lose a point.  =)

Unless you are able to provide written documentation as to why you were not in class (an excused absence, i.e., doctor's/employer’s note), your absence will be considered unexcused.  Two unexcused absences will result in a one-letter reduction in your grade.  Since this is a class utilizing discussion as one of its methods of teaching, you cannot expect to learn something unless you are sitting in the classroom discussing the material.

Writing Assignments - 600 points  

Assignments are described below. Drafts are mandatory.  You will be unable to receive anything greater than a D on a paper if you do not hand in your drafts and fully participate in a peer review.  Good writing takes time and multiple revisions.  By providing you with an opportunity to hand in a draft early in the process, you will be able to easily complete the assignment.  By handing in a substantially completed draft on the first draft due date, you could earn up to 25% of your grade without breaking a sweat.  Merely by bringing in a paper on peer review day and participating in peer reviews you can earn up to an additional 25% of your grade for that assignment.  This method not only helps you to understand the process it takes to turn in a good paper, it also provides you with ample time to complete the assignment. Additionally, provided prior approval is obtained, you may change the assignment to reflect your own interests.  I cannot stress enough that you must obtain prior approval from me to write a paper that is different from the assignment given.  Papers may be submitted via email for faster and more complete response.
Basic Guidelines for Written Assignments:  

Pursuant to the Modern Language Association (MLA) format, place your name in the top left corner of the first page as follows:


Assignment #1

200 points: Using a peer-reviewed article on the subject/discipline of your choice (preferably one that interests you), write an argumentation paper that discusses the role of ethos, pathos, and logos in that paper.  How has the author invoked the ideas of ethos, pathos, and/or logos? Keep in mind that you will not be arguing about the content of the piece; rather you will be making an argument about the effectiveness of the author’s use of appeals to ethos, pathos, and/or logos for his/her intended audience.  You will not be able to analyze every rhetorical appeal the author employs in his/her piece, so you will need to narrow your thesis to deal with a particular aspect of the rhetorical strategies used in this piece. Remember to back up all of your assertions about the piece with specific examples from the text; in other words you must quote directly from the article in order to make a convincing argument of your own.  You must hand in a copy of the article that you have used with your paper.  1200 words. 

Assignment #2

200 points: Term Paper:  Exploring an issue or topic of preference that is of import to you, write a term paper that employs the uses of ethos, pathos, and logos through an argumentation, compare and contrast, or cause and effect paper.  Be certain to obtain prior approval for your topic before launching into it.  3500 words plus a 150-200 word abstract.

THE FOLLOWING NOTES DEFINE THE COURSE STANDARDS, POLICIES AND CREDENTIALS

NOTE #1:
A UNIVERSITY PERFORMANCE STANDARD - Students are expected to make a very serious academic commitment to their success in their course. This is demonstrated by maintaining the syllabus schedule as a minimum, or working ahead of it with respect to all readings and by submitting all papers on time as indicated above without fail.  It is always strongly recommended that students work slightly ahead of the syllabus whenever possible to compensate for the unexpected.  Students on verified deployment or medical or emergency leave will receive consideration and full credit for work mailed and postmarked by the due date to the following address:  Jill Dahlman, Saint Louis School, 3140 Waialae Avenue, Honolulu, HI  96816

NOTE #2:
A UNIVERSITY WRITING STANDARD - Successful completion of this course requires that all papers must meet commonly accepted university standards of 1.  grammar, 2.  punctuation, 3.  spelling, 4.  format, 5.  structure, 6. style, and 7. substance as indicated on the Master Syllabus and in- class instruction.  The Brief Penguin Handbook and Exercise Book are invaluable sources of information, and students with weakness in the seven above listed basics of writing need to make continued and extensive use of these textbooks beyond the assignments.  Students need to complete the exercises in the Exercise Book and turn them in for correction as part of their in-class assignment and attendance grades.  Successful students must be willing to do everything necessary to measure up to these seven university writing standards.

NOTE #3:
THE ATTENDANCE POLICY - It is each student’s responsibility to be in class and on time as much as humanly possible.  Students are not allowed to sign in for a class meeting unless they are present for the entire instructional period or unless they have the instructor’s permission at least 24 hours before the class meeting.  All students are requested not to forget that this applies to everyone.  

NOTE #4:
THE GRADING POLICY - Final grades are based on the format accuracy and the substantive quality of the three major written, each of which must include at least two extensively edited, revised and proofread rough drafts, and ten in-class assignments.  Consideration will be given for a student’s consistently proactive class participation as well as for perfect attendance and for the completeness and accuracy of the final paper.

NOTE #5:
THE CONCLUSION OF THE COURSE - Students are expected to submit a stamped, self-addressed envelope together with their Cause and Effect Paper so that it can be returned corrected within a reasonably short time.  Included also will be the course grade.

NOTE #6:
A FINAL WORD: THE LASTING VALUE OF A CREDENTIAL COURSE - A credential course is distinct from a typical, stand-alone three credit university course in that its purpose is to provide substantive knowledge, in this case knowledge of writing for academic purposes, that will prove highly valuable to every other university course a student might take.  Please maximize the value of this credential course for your academic and professional career.

The value of this credential for EN101 can be related to the final grade for this course as follows:

1. An “A” signifies a full credential which indicates a sophisticated level of writing ability.  Students earning an “A” should be able to meet the writing requirements of any undergraduate class with much success.

2. A “B” signifies a provisional credential which indicates a competent ability to write for academic purposes.  The provision of this credential is that students continue to make sustained progress in their command of formal written English.

3. A “C” signifies a minimum credential which indicates that probably several areas of marginal ability in written English for academic purposes need to be addressed systematically to ensure success in the written component of other undergraduate classes.

4. A “D” indicates no credential because this grade does not meet the Chaminade University prerequisite of a “C” or better for students to advance to EN102 and beyond.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE:
	WEEK / DATE
	MATERIALS TO BE COVERED
	HOMEWORK (By Week)

	1

6/26 

to

7/1
	Overview of course

· Academic Honesty

· WebCT and the requirement of discussion board postings

The Rhetorical Situation Review

The Rhetoric of Argument

A Review of Types of Papers

Proofreading Techniques

The Argumentative Paper

Foresman:  Reading and Thinking Critically and How Can You Write Powerful Arguments, Ch. 46-47; How Do You Design a Research Project and How Do You Find Information
Discussion of Reader essays

Bring in Rough Draft #1 of Argument Paper for workshop on Thursday
	1.  Post WebCT Discussion Board postings.  Post Rough Draft of Paper #1 by Wednesday at midnight; Topic #1:  Introduce yourselves to your fellow classmates; Topic #2 Proposed Research project; Topics TBD in class

2. Weekly Quiz due by Friday at midnight

3. Bring in rough draft #1 of argumentative paper (600 words minimum)

4. Prepare 2nd draft of argumentative paper (900 words minimum) by Wednesday, July 5

5. Read:  Foresman Chs 10, 12, 46, 47

6. Read:  Reader  -- See Attached List

	2

7/3

to

7/7


	Peer Review of Argumentative Paper Wednesday

Foresman:  How Do You Evaluate Sources and How Do You Use Sources Responsibly, How Do You Handle Questions? and How Do You Complete a Project?
Summarizing and Paraphrasing

Discussion of Reader essays
	1. Post WebCT Discussion Board postings.  Post Final Paper by Sunday at midnight; Topics TBD in class

2. Weekly Quiz due by Friday at midnight

3. Final Argument Paper due Monday

4. 1st and 2nd Annotated Bibliographies Due

5. Foresman:  Chs. 48-49, 50-51

6. Reader: See Attached List

	3

7/10

to

7/14
	Final Argumentation Paper Due Monday

Foresman:  What is Documentation and How Do You Use MLA Documentation
Discussion of Reader essays
	1. Post WebCT Discussion Board postings. Post first draft of term paper by midnight on Friday; Post Topics TBD in class 

2. Weekly Quiz due by Friday at midnight

3. 1st draft of term paper due by Friday 

4. 3rd and 4thAnnotated Bibliography due

5. Foresman:  Ch. 52-53

6. Reader: See Attached List:


	4

7/17

to

7/21
	Peer Review of 2nd Draft of Term Paper Thursday

Avoiding Plagiarism

Discussion of Reader essays

Abstracts

Visual Rhetoric
	1. Post WebCT Discussion Board postings.  Post second draft of term paper by midnight on Wednesday; Topics TBD in class

2. Weekly Quiz due by Friday at midnight 

3. Final Annotated Bibliography due

4. Reader: See Attached List

	5
7/24

to

7/28
	Review of Works Cited page(s)

MLA Quotations/Documentation

Discussion of Reader essays
	1. Post WebCT Discussion Board postings; Topics TBD in class

2. Reader: See Attached List

	6

7/31

to

8/4
	Final Term Paper Due Friday

In-class assignment:  Brief reflection paper

Discussion of Reader essays
	Post WebCT Discussion Board postings.  Post final term paper by midnight on Thursday; Topics TBD in class

2.  Reader:  See attached list


Week One:

Monday:  How to Read and Write Critically
Tuesday:  Narration:  My Hips, My Calderas (61), The Bald Individualist (71), Did I Miss Something (240), My Most Attractive Adversary (371), Three Days  in a New York City Jail (466), Ragtime, My Time (494), “Please Ask Me ‘Who,’ Not ‘What” I Am” (525)

Description:  Television and African Americans (201), Turning Schools Into Profit (321), Are You a Terrorist, or Do You Play One on TV? (475), Ending Poem (528)

Wednesday:  Illustration:  Targeting a New World (89), A Brand by Any Other Name (106), TV News:  All the World in Pictures (189), The New Nostalgia (219), When Brevity Rules the Syllabus, ‘Ulysses’ Is Lost (348), The Return of the Melting Pot (501)

Process Analysis:  Let’s Not Say Adios to Bilingual Education (358), Girls, We Really Are Our Own Worst Enemies (383), Title IX:  The Battle of the Sexes Continues (433), Lighten Up, Parents! (443), Forging a New Vision of America’s Melting Pot (505)

Thursday:  Comparison and Contrast:  Why Do We Get to Laugh at Fat Guys? (80), Unmarried Bliss (243), Cohabitating is Not the Same as Commitment (262), Yes, Human Cloning Should Be Permitted (311), Racial Profiling Goes Beyond Black and White (460), How to Be a Patriot (530)

Division and Classification:  The Beauty of Symmetry (83), Window on Reality (184), Yuppie Eugenics (299), The Men We Carry in Our Minds (379), Three Cheers for Patriarchy! (390), An Identity Reduced to a Burka (403), A Whole New Ball Game? (417)

Friday:  Definition:  What’s Love Got to Do with It? (250), Where are the Heroes (428)

Cause and Effect:  AAP Discourages Television for Very Young Children (196), Designer Babies (281), Naïve Court Did Not Go Far Enough with Drug Testing (440), In Defense of Racial Profiling (487), When Fair is Foul (522)

Persuasion and Argument:  Can TV Improve Us?  (161), How to Turn More Immigrants into Americans (535)

Humor and Satire:  A Man’s Guide to Slimming Couture (79)

Week Two:
Monday:
Chapter 1—Fashion and Flesh:  The Images We Project
Wednesday:
Chapter 2 – Advertising:  Wanting It, Selling It
Week Three:
Monday: 
Chapter 3 – Television:  For Better or for Worse

Wednesday:
Chapter 4 – The Family in Flux:  Love and Marriage
Week Four:

Monday:
Chapter 5 – Humans Inc.:  Cloning and Our Genetic Future

Wednesday:
Chapter 6 – Making the Grade:  Education Today

Week Five:
Monday:
Chapter 7 – Gender Perceptions:  Has Anything Changed?

Wednesday:
Chapter 8 – Sports Culture:  Not Just a Game

Week Six:
Monday:  
Chapter 9 – Stereotyping and Profiling:  Looking Beyond Race

Wednesday:
Chapter 10 – The American Experience:  One Nation, Many Faces
Surname, First name


English 101/Dahlman
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Due Date:  Day Year Month








