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SO 401 – Race and Ethnic Relations (Course Syllabus)


Course Syllabus
Soc 401 – RACE AND ETHNIC RELATIONS

Spring Evening, 2006
Tripler AMC - 5:30-9:40pm; 
Fred Magdalena, Ph.D.
Tel:  956-6086 (day)
Email: fm@hawaii.edu , fred_magdalena@yahoo.com
Consultation: By appointment 

Description: 
This course examines race and ethnicity as they have been empirically studied in the United States and in other cultures, at different times or conditions.  Discussion shall deal with the way race/ethnicity has been socially defined, as a biogenetic affiliation (primordialism) and as a situational, context-specific marker of identity (social constructionism or instrumentalism).  Equal emphasis is placed on the factors influencing race/ethnic mobilization and solidaristic movements (secession, apartheid, integration, assimilation, etc.) and their outcomes (conflict, rebellion, cooperation, etc.) and the societal, civic and governmental responses to them and other collectivistic demands. The origins of race/ethnicity, its maintenance and dissolution are also examined, and how it influences nations or states in terms of political, economic and educational considerations. 

Objectives: 
At the end of the semester, the students are expected to have developed the following:
1. ability to conceptualize ethnicity/race as a social phenomenon and a category for scientific investigation

2. distinguish between ethnicity and other related concepts (race, tribe, nation, nationalism, citizenship, minority, etc.)

3. empirically use these concepts in the analysis of larger social processes (nationalism, secessionism, rebellion/revolution, national development, etc.)

4. emphatize with ethnic minorities and other disparaged/marginalized groups

5. tolerate difference, appreciate cultural pluralism or multiculturalism in society, thereby lessening prejudice and discrimination

6. help promote cultural understanding and harmony

Learning Resources:
Required Text –
Martin N. Marger, Race and Ethnic Relations, 6th ed. Belmont, CA.: Thomson-Wadsworth, 2003. 

Supplemental Readings (Optional) –

Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso Books, 1983.


Barth, Fredrik. “Ethnic Groups and Boundaries,” pp. 198-227 in F. Barth. Process and Form in Social Life. Vol. 1. London: Routledge, 1981.


Brass, Paul R. Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory  and Comparison. New Delhi: Sage, 1991.


Eriksen, Thomas Hylland. Ethnicity and Nationalism. London: Pluto Press, 1993.


Friedman, Jonathan. Cultural Identity and Global Proces. London: Sage, 1994.


Gurr, Ted Robert & Barbara Harff. Ethnic Conflict in World Politics. Boulder: Westview Press, 1994. 


Jenkins, Richard. Rethinking Ethnicity. London: Sage Pub., 1997.


Riggs, Fred W. (ed.). Ethnicity: Intercocta Glossary. Honolulu: Social Science Council, 1985.


Ringer, Benjamin B. & Elinor R. Lawless.  Race-Ethnicity and Society.  New York: Routledge, 1989.


Smith, Anthony D. The Ethnic Origins of Nations. New York: Basil Blackwell, 1989.


__________________ (ed.). Ethnicity and Nationalism. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1992.


Van den Berghe, Pierre L. “Race and Ethnicity: a Sociobiological Perspective,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 1 (Oct 1978): 401-411.


_____________________. The Ethnic Phenomenon. New York: Praeger, 1987.


Internet Resources (Optional) –
Race." In http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race 

"Ethnicity." In http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity 

"The Sociology of Race and Ethnicity." In http://www.sosig.ac.uk/roads/subject-listing/World-cat/socrace.html 

"The Sociology of Race and Ethnicity." In http://www.trinity.edu/~mkearl/race.html
"Creating Jim Crow," by Ronald L.F. Davis. In http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/history/creating.htm 

"Race and Ethnicity by Countries." In http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0855617.html 

Galkina, Helen. “Theoretical Approaches to Ethnic Identity.”  In: http://fuentes.csh.udg.mx/CUCSH/Sincronia/galkina.html
Lee Hock Guan. Ethnic Relations in Peninsular Malaysia: The Cultural and Economic Dimensions. Social and Cultural Issues No. 1 (2000), 48 pp. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (downloadable from the internet, see www.iseas.ac.sg/sc12000.pdf)
San Juan, E. Jr. ‘The Paradox of Multiculturalism: Ethnicity and Identity in the Philippines.  In the web: http://www.univie.ac.at/Voelkerkunde/apsis/aufi/ethno/paradox.htm
Williams, Brackette. “From Class to “Trash” to Hybrid Nation,” In the web: http://www.jhu.edu/~igscph/fall95bw.htm
Course Requirements:


Attendance/active participation 

 
20%

One short class report (oral)


15

Midterm exam




20

Final examination



20


One major paper



25
Grading is determined as follows: 91-100% = A, 81-90% = B, 71-80% = C,  61-70% = D, 60 & below = F.

Attendance is a must, unless one is compelled by necessity to be absent.  To make the grade, students are expected to be present at least 70% of the total class sessions (meaning, incurring no more than 3 unexcused absences). Getting out of the class without permission while the session is at midstream is impolite and disturbs the class; hence, the instructor reserves the right to mark this student absent.

The class report is a 10-25 minute oral presentation as lead discussant in the class on a topic on race/ethnicity.  The coverage of the oral report is a specific ethnic or racial group, usually found in the text. Each reporter is expected to disseminate a 1-2 page abstract of the report to all class members. The major paper is a carefully prepared, documented and analyzed ethnic event or process, or an empirical study of race/ethnicity of about 7-12 pages long, with bibliography.  
In writing the papers, students are expected to observe academic honesty and integrity.  Plagiarism is a taboo and in no case shall a student submit a plagiarized work without receiving a penalty. Plagiarism is an offense committed when someone copies, in full or in part, any document and passes it off as one’s work or idea without acknowledging the original source of that document. For details on plagiarism and how to avoid it, see  -
http://emedia.leeward.hawaii.edu/resources/plagiarism/02WhatIs.htm
Extra credits (up to 10 pts) may be earned by a student who wishes to improve his/her grade by writing a shorter paper based on a raging social issue (e.g., the current debate on US immigration that affects Mexicans). 
Course Schedule:

	Note: The order is tentative and may change, depending on a specific circumstance. Some topics may be fused together in one session.  Some video presentations may be done to augment the lectures and learning materials.
Tentative Class Schedule

April 5 - Introduction Ch. 1 

April 12 - Ethnic Stratification, Ch.  2; Techniques of Dominance, Ch. 3 

         19 - Patterns of Ethnic Relations Ch. 4

         26 - Foundations of American Ethnic Hierarchy, Ch. 5

May   3 -  Native Americans Ch.6;  Italian Americans Ch. 7

         10 -  Jewish Americans Ch.8

Mid-Term Exam (Take home)

May 17 - African Americans, Ch. 9;  Hispanic Americans Ch. 10

         24 - Asian Americans Ch. 11; Current and Future Issues of Race and Ethnicity in the US, 
         31 - Ch. 12, Race and ethnicity across cultures - South Africa, Brazil Ch. 13-14;
         Canada Ch. 15; Northern Ireland Ch. 16; Global issues of ethnic conflict

          Submission of major paper (hard copy)


June 7 -  FINAL EXAM



